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mpact Factor, A measure of the frequency with which the average cited
a}iiéié”in é'journal has been cited in a particular year. The JCR

jmpact factor is basically a ratio between citations and citable items
published. Thus, the 1979 impact factor of journal X would be calculated

of articles journal X published in 1977 and 1978 by the total number of
source items it published in 1977 and 1978,

The impact factor is useful in evaluating the significance of absolute
citation frequencies., It tends to discount the advantage of large journals
over small ones, of frequently issued journals over less frequently ones
(weeklies vs. quarterlies or annuals); of older journals over newer journals.
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