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This is Kokyuroku $bas$ed on the talks of RIMS symposium on Variational
Problems and Related Topics during June 26-28, 2000. The meeting was
initiated by Professor Norio Kikuchi of Keio University in 1989 to promote
research activities of this area in Japan. He has also organized it several
times by himself, and many remarkable studies on nonlinear $pde$ , differential
geometry, and mathematical physics have been reported there. He is sixties
years old this year, and it is our pleasure to dedicate this volume to him.

I very look forward to meet those excellent specialists working on vari-
ational problems, every year at Research Institute of Mathematical Science
(RIMS) in Kyoto. I hope that this meeting continues and our variational
community develops in future.

Takashi SUZUKI
Osaka University
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