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Abstract

In this note we provide a short and simple proof that every adapted measurable
stochastic process admits a progressively measurable modification.
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Existence of a progressively measurable modification of any adapted measurable
process is frequently used in stochastic integration theory, however, the standard proof
of this result (see e.g. [1, Théorème IV.30]) is far from being elementary. This proof
was simplified and detailed by S. Kaden and J. Potthoff in [3], but their version remains
rather lengthy. (In the paper [3], see also useful comments on older proofs.) We aim
at showing that progressively measurable modifications may be constructed in a short
and very straightforward way by defining them (almost) explicitly for a particular class
of simple processes and then using standard approximation procedures, see Theorem
0.1 bellow. Having in mind applications to stochastic PDEs we prove Theorem 0.1 for
Polish (i.e., complete separable metric) space-valued processes. If the state space has
an additional linear structure we may consider conditional expectations and generalize
the main result to them, see Corollary 0.2.

Let (Ω,F ,P ) be a probability space and (Ft)t≥0 a filtration in F , no additional
hypotheses on (Ft) being imposed. We shall denote by B(P ) the Borel σ-algebra over
a metric space P , by L1 = L1(Ω,F ,P ) the Banach space of all (classes of equivalence
of) integrable functions on (Ω,F ,P ) and by M the σ-algebra of all (Ft)-progressively
measurable sets, i.e.

M =
⋂
T≥0

{
A ∈ B(R+)⊗F ; A ∩

(
[0, T ]×Ω

)
∈ B([0, T ])⊗FT

}
.

Both finite sets and infinite countable ones will be called countable in the sequel.
Now we may state our results.

Theorem 0.1. Let (D, %) be a Polish space and α : R+ × Ω −→ D an (Ft)-adapted
B(R+)⊗F -measurable stochastic process. Then there exists an M -measurable stochas-
tic process β : R+ ×Ω −→ D which is a modification of α, that is,

P
{
α(t) = β(t)

}
= 1 for all t ≥ 0.
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Progressively measurable modifications

Corollary 0.2. Let (X, ‖ · ‖) be a separable Banach space and α : R+ × Ω −→ X a
B(R+) ⊗ F -measurable stochastic process such that E ‖α(t)‖ < ∞ for every t ≥ 0.
Then there exists β : R+ ×Ω −→ X M -measurable such that

P
{
E (α(t)|Ft) 6= β(t)

}
= 0 for all t ≥ 0.

Note that conditional expectations are determined uniquely only as elements of
L1(Ω,F ,P ;X), so the corollary in fact says that there exists a progressively measur-
able β such that β(t) is a representative of the equivalence class E (α(t)|Ft) for any
t ≥ 0. With a small abuse of terminology, we shall call β a modification of the pro-
cess

(
E (α(t)|Ft)

)
in this case as well. Since it is not a priori obvious that the process(

E (α(t)|Ft)
)

has a measurable modification, Corollary 0.2 does not follow immediately
from Theorem 0.1, but it follows easily from its proof. (Cf. also Remark 0.6 below.)

Corollary 0.2 remains valid in non-separable Banach spaces provided that α is separ-
able-valued; in such a case, β may be chosen separable-valued as well.

Example 0.3. Let us show that an adapted measurable process need not be progres-
sively measurable, i.e., passing to a modification cannot be avoided in general in The-
orem 0.1. The following counterexample is anything but new (see e.g. [4, Example
1.17]), however, our argument does not use the nontrivial projection theorem.

Let (Ω,F ,P ) be the unit interval [0, 1] equipped with its Borel σ-algebra and the
Lebesgue measure. Let A be the σ-algebra generated by all finite subsets of Ω; ob-
viously, A consists of all subsets of Ω which are either countable or have a countable
complement. Set Ft = A for t ∈ [0, 1[, Ft = F for t ≥ 1, ∆ = {(t, t) ∈ R+×Ω; t ∈ [0, 12 ]}
and define α = 1∆. The process α is plainly (Ft)-adapted, B(R+) ⊗ F1-measurable,
and β ≡ 0 is its progressively measurable modification. Striving after a contradiction,
assume that ∆ = ∆∩ ([0, 12 ]×Ω) ∈ B([0, 12 ])⊗F1/2. Since 1∆ is a pointwise limit of func-

tions of the form
∑N
j=1 cj1Bj×Cj

with cj ∈ R, Bj ∈ B([0, 12 ]) and Cj ∈ F1/2, there exist

sequences {Ak, k ≥ 1} of Borel subsets of [0, 12 ] and {Dk, k ≥ 1} of countable sets in Ω

such that ∆ ∈ σ(Ak, k ≥ 1)⊗D , where D = σ(Dk, k ≥ 1). Set D =
⋃∞
k=1Dk. The section

{y ∈ Ω; (t, y) ∈ ∆} = {t} belongs to D for any t ∈ [0, 12 ] and D ⊆ S = {S,Ω \ S; S ⊆ D},
as S is a σ-algebra, so {t} ⊆ D for all t ∈ [0, 12 ]. Consequently, [0, 12 ] ⊆ D, but D is
countable, this contradiction proves that α is not (Ft)-progressively measurable.

Before proceeding to the proof of Theorem 0.1 let us recall two well known results.

Lemma 0.4. Let (D, %) be a separable metric space, ψ : R+ × Ω −→ D a B(R+) ⊗F -
measurable mapping and ε > 0. Then there exists ψ̃ : R+ × Ω −→ D B(R+) ⊗ F -
measurable with a countable range such that

sup
R+×Ω

%(ψ, ψ̃) < ε.

If ψ is, in addition, (Ft)-adapted then ψ̃ may be chosen (Ft)-adapted as well.

This is almost obvious; for the reader’s convenience, we sketch a proof below.

Lemma 0.5. Let (D, %) be a metric space and f : R+ −→ D a regulated function, that
is, the limits

lim
s→t+

f(s), lim
s→v−

f(s)

exist for any t ≥ 0 and v > 0. Then the sets

M+ =
{
t ∈ R+; lim

s→t+
f(s) 6= f(t)

}
, M− =

{
t ∈ (0,∞); lim

s→t−
f(s) 6= f(t)

}
are countable.
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Progressively measurable modifications

For real-valued functions, the result is well known, but since we do not know any
suitable reference in the non-separable case, a proof of Lemma 0.5 is given at the end
of the paper.

Proof of Theorem 0.1. The proof will be done in four steps.
1◦ Let Y ∈ L1. By the martingale convergence theorem,

lim
s→v+

E (Y |Fs) = E (Y |Fv+) and lim
s→w−

E (Y |Fs) = E (Y |Fw−) in L1

for all v ≥ 0 and w > 0, and

lim
k→∞

E (Y |Fsk) = E (Y |Fw−) P -almost surely (0.1)

for any sequence sk ∈ [0, w), sk ↗ w, where we set as usual

Ft+ =
⋂
r>t

Fr, Ft− =
∨
r<t

Fr.

We see that the function R+ −→ L1, t 7−→ E (Y |Ft) is regulated, hence continuous on
R+ \ C for some countable set C by Lemma 0.5. For any t ≥ 0, fix an Ft-measurable
function Ht : Ω −→ R such that Ht = E (Y |Ft) P -almost surely and define a sequence
of progressively measurable processes

Yn(t) = 1{0}(t)H0 +

∞∑
k=0

1(k2−n,(k+1)2−n]\C(t)Hk2−n +
∑

s∈C\{0}

1{s}(t)Hs,

n ∈ N. Plainly Yn(t) = E (Y |Ft) P -almost surely for t ∈ {0} ∪ C and all n ≥ 1, and

lim
n→∞

Yn(t) = lim
n→∞

E (Y |F(d2nte−1)2−n) = E (Y |Ft−) = E (Y |Ft) P -almost surely

for t ∈ (0,∞) \C by (0.1) and the definition of C, where by dre the upper integer part of
r ∈ R is denoted. Set

Γ =
{

(t, ω) ∈ R+ ×Ω; ∃ lim
n→∞

Yn(t, ω)
}
.

Then, due to completeness of R and progressive measurability of the processes Yn, one
gets

Γ =

∞⋂
n=1

∞⋃
m=1

∞⋂
k,r=m

{
(t, ω) ∈ R+ ×Ω; |Yk(t, ω)− Yr(t, ω)| < 1

n

}
∈M ,

so the process

Υ =

{
limn→∞ Yn on Γ,
0 elsewhere

is M -measurable and clearly satisfies Υt = E (Y |Ft) P -almost surely for every t ≥ 0.
2◦ Let U ⊆ R+ ×Ω be a measurable rectangle, U = I ×H for some interval I ⊆ R+

and H ∈ F . Since

E (1U (t)|Ft) =

{
E (1H |Ft) for t ∈ I,
0 otherwise,

we can check easily applying Step 1◦ that the process
(
E (1U (t)|Ft)

)
has an M -measur-

able modification. Dynkin’s π/λ argument now implies that the system

Λ =
{
B ∈ B(R+)⊗F ;

(
E (1B(t)|Ft)

)
has an M -measurable modification

}
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coincides with B(R+) ⊗ F . The only point which may require a proof is closedness
of Λ under countable monotone unions. So take Ak ∈ Λ, Ak ↑ A, let βn be an M -
measurable modification of

(
E (1Ak

(t)|Ft)
)
. The sequence {βk(t)} is P -almost surely

nondecreasing for any t ≥ 0, thus defining β by limk→∞ βk whenever the limit exists in
R and by 0 otherwise we get the desired modification of

(
E (1A(t)|Ft)

)
.

3◦ Suppose that α satisfies hypotheses of Theorem 0.1 and moreover has a countable
range. So there exist N ∈ N ∪ {∞}, xj ∈ D for j < N , xi 6= xj for i 6= j, and a
B(R+) ⊗ F -measurable partition {Bj , j < N} of R × Ω into disjoint sets such that
α = xj on Bj . The process 1Bj

is (Ft)-adapted, since 1Bj
(t) = 1{xj}(α(t)) and α is (Ft)-

adapted. From Step 2◦ we know that there exist M -measurable processes ξj , j < N ,
satisfying 1Bj

(t) = ξj(t) P -almost surely for all t ≥ 0. Set

Cj = {ξj = 1}, Γj = Cj \
⋃
i<j

Ci, j < N,

choose an arbitrary x̃ ∈ D and define

β(t, ω) =

{
xj , (t, ω) ∈ Γj , j < N,

x̃, (t, ω) /∈
⋃
k<N Γk.

The process β is obviously M -measurable and it is a modification of α. Indeed, ξj is a
modification of 1Bj , so 1Cj (t) = 1Bj (t) P -almost surely and disjointness of Bj ’s yields
1Γj (t) = 1Bj (t) P -almost surely.

4◦ Let an arbitrary α satisfying the hypotheses of Theorem 0.1 be given. Using
Lemma 0.4 we may find (Ft)-adapted B(R+)⊗F -measurable processes αn with count-
able ranges so that

sup
R+×Ω

%(α, αn) <
1

2n
, n ≥ 1.

Let βn be M -measurable modifications of αn, n ≥ 1, constructed in Step 3◦. Since
%(α(t), βn(t)) < 2−n P -almost surely holds for every t ≥ 0, an M -measurable modifica-
tion of α may be defined by

β(t, ω) =

{
limn→∞ βn(t, ω) if the limit exists,
x̂ otherwise,

where x̂ ∈ D is an arbitrary (but fixed) point. Indeed, owing to completeness of D it
may be checked that {(t, ω) ∈ R+ ×Ω; ∃ limn→∞ βn(t, ω)} ∈M as in Step 1◦.

Remark 0.6. A. Irle [2] proved that the process
(
E (Vt|Ft)

)
has a measurable modifica-

tion whenever V ≥ 0 is a measurable real-valued process using an idea loosely related
to Step 1◦ of the above proof.

Remark 0.7. The proof of Theorem 0.1 simplifies further if additional continuity hy-
potheses are imposed on α, for example, it is easy to show that an adapted measurable
process continuous in probability has a progressively measurable (even predictable)
modification (see e.g. [5, Proposition 3.21]).

Remark 0.8. Recall that a standard Borel space is a measurable space (S,Σ) isomor-
phic to a measurable space of the form (B,B(B)), where B is a Borel subset of some
Polish space. Let α be an adapted measurable process with values in an uncountable
standard Borel space (S,Σ). By the Borel isomorphism theorem (see e.g. [6, Theorem
3.3.13]) there exists a bijection ι : (S,Σ) −→ (R,B(R)) such that both ι and ι−1 are
measurable. The real-valued process ι ◦ α has an M -measurable modification γ, the
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process β = ι−1 ◦γ is then an M -measurable modification of α. (For countable standard
spaces, the argument may be modified in a straightforward way.)

Any Polish space endowed with its Borel σ-algebra is a standard Borel space, hence
it would suffice to prove Theorem 0.1 for real-valued processes only and then use a
Borel isomorphism, however, the proof does not simplify by choosing D = R. Moreover,
we prefer an elementary proof avoiding descriptive set theory.

Proof of Corollary 0.2. The proof is analogous to that of Theorem 0.1. First, let us as-
sume that α satisfies the assumptions of Corollary 0.2 and moreover has a countable
range. Therefore,

α =

∞∑
j=1

xj1Bj

for some xj ∈ X and a partition {Bj}∞j=1 of R+×Ω into B(R+)⊗F -measurable sets. By
Step 2◦ in the proof of Theorem 0.1 we may find M -measurable modifications ζj , j ≥ 1,
of the processes

(
E (1Bj

(t)|Ft)
)
. For any t ≥ 0 fixed, ζj(t) ≥ 0 P -almost surely and thus

the integrability assumption on α implies

E

∞∑
j=1

‖xj‖ |ζj(t)| =
∞∑
j=1

‖xj‖E 1Bj
(t) = E ‖α(t)‖ <∞,

whence we see that the series
∑∞
j=1 xjζj(t) converges in L1 and P -almost surely; defin-

ing

β(t, ω) =

{ ∑∞
j=1 xjζj(t, ω) if the sum converges,

0 ∈ X otherwise,

we obtain an M -measurable process. Since E (· |Ft) is a continuous operator in L1 for
any t ≥ 0, we get β(t) = E (α(t)|Ft) P -almost surely, that is, β is an M -measurable
modification of

(
E (α(t)|Ft)

)
.

Finally, let α be an arbitrary process satisfying the hypotheses of Corollary 0.2. By
Lemma 0.4 there exists a sequence {αn}∞n=1 of B(R+) ⊗F -measurable functions with
a countable range such that

sup
R+×Ω

‖α− αn‖ <
1

2n
, n ≥ 1.

We have just proved that the processes
(
E (αn(t)|Ft)

)
have M -measurable modifica-

tions βn, n ≥ 1. Define

β(t, ω) =

{
limn→∞ βn(t, ω) if the limit exists,
0 ∈ X otherwise.

Then β is an M -measurable process and the estimate

E
∥∥E (α(t)|Ft)− βn(t)

∥∥ = E
∥∥E (α(t)|Ft)−E (αn(t)|Ft)

∥∥
≤ E ‖α(t)− αn(t)‖ < 1

2n

implies that limn→∞ βn(t) exists and equals to E (α(t)|Ft) P -almost surely for any t ≥ 0,
and so β(t) = E (α(t)|Ft) P -almost surely for all t ≥ 0.

Proof of Lemma 0.4. By B(y, r) we shall denote an open ball in D centered at y with
radius r. Let {yj ; j < N} for some N ∈ N∪{∞} be a countable dense subset of D, then
a mapping ψ̃ defined by

ψ̃ = yj on
{

(t, ω); ψ(t, ω) ∈ B(yj , ε) \
⋃
i<j

B(yi, ε)
}
, j < N,

has the desired properties.

ECP 18 (2013), paper 20.
Page 5/6

ecp.ejpecp.org

http://dx.doi.org/10.1214/ECP.v18-2548
http://ecp.ejpecp.org/


Progressively measurable modifications

Proof of Lemma 0.5. We may assume that D is separable, since the set ST = {f(t); t ∈
[0, T ]} is totally bounded for any T > 0. Indeed, let T > 0 and ε > 0 be given. Define
f(r) = f(0) for r < 0, then f is regulated onR and for any t ≥ 0 there exists ξ(t) > 0 such
that d(f(x), f(x′)) < ε whenever x, x′ ∈ (t− ξ(t), t) or x, x′ ∈ (t, t+ ξ(t)). By compactness
of [0, T ], t1, . . . , tk ∈ [0, T ] may be found so that [0, T ] ⊆

⋃k
i=1(ti − ξ(ti), ti + ξ(ti)). Plainly,

ST ⊆
k⋃
i=1

(
B(f(ti −

1

2
ξ(ti)), ε) ∪B(f(ti), ε) ∪B(f(ti +

1

2
ξ(ti)), ε)

)
.

We shall prove that M− is countable, the proof for M+ being almost the same. Let B

be a countable base for the topology of D, then for any t ∈M− there exists U ∈ B such
that f(t) ∈ U and lims→t− f(s) /∈ Ū . It suffices to show that the set

MU = {t ∈M−; f(t) ∈ U, lim
s→t−

f(s) /∈ Ū
}

is countable for any U ∈ B fixed, as M− =
⋃
U∈BMU . For any t ∈ MU one may find

δ(t) > 0 such that f(s) /∈ U for all s ∈ (t − δ(t), t) and it may be checked easily that
(t1 − δ(t1), t1) ∩ (t2 − δ(t2), t2) = ∅, whenever t1, t2 ∈ MU , t1 6= t2. Therefore, we get
a bijection between MU and a disjoint system {(t − δ(t), t), t ∈ MU} of nonempty open
intervals in R, which is necessarily countable.
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