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Abstract. Main objective of this paper is to study positive decaying solutions for a
class of quasilinear problems with weights. We consider one dimensional problems on
an interval which may be finite or infinite. In particular, when the interval is infinite,
unlike the known cases in the history where constant weights force the solution not to
decay, we discuss singular weights in the diffusion and reaction terms which produce
positive solutions that decay to zero at infinity. We also discuss singular weights that
lead to positive solutions not satisfying Hopf’s boundary lemma. Further, we apply our
results to radially symmetric solutions to classes of problems in higher dimensions, say
in an annular domain or in the exterior region of a ball. Finally, we provide examples
to illustrate our results.
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1 Introduction

We consider the following quasilinear Dirichlet problem with weights

— (p(®) | (5)[7=2u' (1)) = ,u(t)), te(ab),
fim (1) = lipu(®) =0, .

with p > 1, p =p(t) and 0 = o(t), t € (a,b) are positive weight functions that are measurable
and finite everywhere in (a,b), where —c0 < a < b < oo and f = f(t,5) : (a,b) xR - R
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is continuous. Here we allow the weights p and ¢ to be singular (details are forthcoming in
Section 2).

Study of the one dimensional model, such as (1.1), is often helpful to capture the qualitative
behavior of the solution in the presence of the weights p and . Moreover, they provide
insights for study of more complex models in higher dimension. Therefore, in this paper we
present a careful analysis of the one dimensional problem (1.1), and at the end, also apply the
obtained results to study the radially symmetric solutions to a class of problems in the higher
dimensional case.

In Section 2, we formulate basic assumptions on weight functions p and ¢ and introduce
an appropriate functional setting to study (1.1). In Section 3, we prove a general sub- and
supersolution result, Theorem 3.1, using monotone iteration methods. In Section 4 and Sec-
tion 5, we study two auxiliary problems, solutions of which are used in the construction of
sub- and supersolution in order to apply Theorem 3.1. In particular, main results of Section 4
are Theorem 4.3 and Theorem 4.4, and similarly main results of Section 5 are Theorem 5.2 and
Theorem 5.3. The asymptotic estimates derived in these theorems are utilized in the construc-
tion of a well ordered pair of sub- and supersolution. We obtain rather sharp decay estimates
of the first eigenfunction of the p-Laplacian operator with weights in Section 4. These esti-
mates are expressed in terms of the singularity or the degeneracy of the weight p, and are of
independent interest. In Section 6, we consider the special case (a,b) = (1, +0c0) and weight
functions p and ¢ to be of “power type behavior” both near 1 and near +oco. Corollary 6.2
is the special case of Theorem 4.3 and Theorem 4.4, where the asymptotics are expressed in
terms of the powers of these weight functions p and ¢. Similarly, Corollary 6.3 is the special
case of Theorem 5.2 and Theorem 5.3. In Section 7, we consider an application of our one di-
mensional results obtained thus far to a radially symmetric Dirichlet problem for quasilinear
PDEs on annular type domains or exterior domains in RYN. In these cases, PDEs transform
to special cases of (1.1) with @ > 0 and b < 4-oc0. Therefore, we can reformulate the previous
existence result, Corollary 7.2, and asymptotic analysis, Corollaries 7.3-7.6. Two illustrative
examples are provided in Section 8. In particular, first we consider a special form of (1.1),
and under appropriate assumptions on f, we construct a suitable pair of sub- and superso-
lution to guarantee the existence of a positive solution with prescribed decay rate at 2 and
b, see Theorem 8.1. Second, we consider an analogous radially symmetric Dirichlet problem
for a class of quasilinear PDEs, see Theorem 8.3. When the weights, p and ¢, have power
type behavior, we show that for certain powers, our positive solution cannot satisfy the Hopf
maximum principle at the boundary, see Remark 8.5.

2 Notation and functional setting
Letp >1,p = % and, p = p(t) and o = 0(t), t € (a,b) be positive weight functions that are
measurable and finite everywhere in (a,b), where —oco < a < b < co. We define the following

spaces which will be used throughout the paper. Let
Y := LP(a,b; o) be the set of all measurable functions u = u(t) in (a,b) satisfying

1
b [
Jully =l = [ eOlutolrar)" < +oo;

Ci(a,b) be the set of all smooth functions with a compact support in (a, b);
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X:= Wé’p (a,b;p) be the closure of Cf°(a,b) with respect to the norm

1
b Z
bl = gy = ( [ o Pat)”

Xy = Wi’p (a,b; p) be the set of all functions u = u(t) in (a,b) such that for every compact
interval I C (a,b), u is absolutely continuous on I, lim; ,,+ u(t) = 0 and |Ju||x < oo;

XR 1= Wllz’p(a, b; p) is defined analogously, except requiring lim; ., u(t) = 0.
Properties of function spaces:

If ¢ € LL_(a,b), then C¥(a,b) is dense in Y. If o7 ¢ L} .(a,b), then Y is a uniformly

loc ,
convex Banach space. If plﬂ? IS LllOC (a,b), then X, X1, Xg are uniformly convex Banach spaces,

and p € L{ (a,b) implies that X = Xg N X;. See [8,11] and [13] for details.

loc
Next two theorems establish sufficient conditions for continuous and compact embeddings

between the above defined weighted Sobolev and Lebesgue spaces. The proofs can be found
in the book [13, Chapter 1].

Proposition 2.1. Let

b t p—1
d 1-p' d) 0. 2.1
sup ([ etmae) ([0 mar) < @

Then X1, X — Y (continuous embedding). Let

1

t b p—
d 1-p/ d> 0. 2.2
28, ([ oer) ([ o)< @

Then Xg, X — Y.

Proposition 2.2. Let

b t , p—1
tll%}' </t U(T)d’f) (/ﬂ pl™P (T)d’l’) =0. (2.3)
t—b~

Then X1, X << Y (compact embedding). Let

tlirl?+ </at0(r)dr> </tb plp’(r)d’f) " =0. (24)

t—b~

Then Xg, X <= Y.

Unless specified otherwise, we always assume that p and ¢ satisfy either (2.3) or (2.4).

For the sake of brevity, we use the same notation for all generic positive constants. In order
to avoid confusion, the reader is kindly asked to check the exact meaning of these constants
separately in every section.
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3 Monotone iterations

A function u € X is called a weak solution of (1.1) if the integral identity

b

[ e wp g = [ o umpwar @)

a a

holds for all test functions ¢ € X with both integrals in (3.1) being finite.
In fact, if p and ¢ are continuous functions in (a,b) then a weak solution u € X of (1.1) is
regular in the following sense (see [9]):

u € Cl(a,b), plu'|P~2u’ € C'(a,b), the equation (1.1) holds} (32)

at every point and the boundary conditions are satisfied

A function u € X, such that u € C'(a,b), p|u'|P~?u’ € C'(a,b), is called a subsolution of
(1.1), if for all t € (a,b) we have

— (e (P2 (1) < o (D) f(tu(t), te (ab).

A supersolution # € X of (1.1) is defined analogously with the reverse inequality. Note that
u,u € X implies that

li t) =1 t) = lim u(t) = lim u(t) =0.
Jim u(t) = lim u(t) = lim u(t) = lim u(t)

We state the following existence theorem.

Theorem 3.1. Let u,u € X be sub- and supersolutions of (1.1) respectively, and u < u in (a,b).
Assume that there exist constants Co > 0 and 1 > 0 such that the following hold:

(H1) [f(t,s)| < Cols|P~t forallt € (a,b) and all s € R;

(H2) the function s — f(t,s)+1|s|P~2s is increasing on the interval [min;e g, p) u(t), Max;e(qp) #(t)]
forall t € (a,b).

Then there exist a minimal weak solution Umin and a maximal weak solution umax of (1.1) such
that

U< Umin < Umax < U IR (ﬂ/b) .

Proof. Let F(z)(t) := o(t) (f(t,z(t)) +n]z(t)|P~2z(t)), z € Y. By (H1), Holder’s inequality
and the continuity of the Nemytskii operator, F : Y — X* (the dual of X) is a continuous map.
For z € Y, consider the following quasilinear Dirichlet problem

— (e B2 (1)) + o (B)[u(t)[P"2u(t) = F(z)(), t€ (a,b),

. . (3.3)
lim u(t) = lim u(t) =0.

t—at t—b~

Then (3.3) has a unique weak solution u € X. Indeed, (3.3) understood in the weak sense is
equivalent to the operator equation

Jy(u) = F(z) (3.4)

where [, : X — X* is strictly monotone, continuous and weakly coercive operator. Therefore
(3.4) has a unique solution (see [5, Sec. 12.3]) and hence (3.3) has a unique weak solution.
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By [8, Lemma 3.3], ],7_1 : X* — X is continuous. Therefore, T := ],7_1 oF : Y = X is
continuous and by the compact embedding X —<— Y, T : Y — Y is also compact. It is
straight forward to check that u = T(u) if and only if u € X is a weak solution of problem
(1.1).

To complete the proof, we show that T is order preserving (monotone increasing) operator
on the order interval [, %] C X, and u < T(u) and & > T(u), i.e., u and u are sub- and
supersolutions of T, respectively, see [10, Section 6.3].

Indeed, let zq,zp € Y satisfying u < z; <z, <1, and let u; = T(z;), i = 1,2. Then

—[(oOlua(H)1 2 (1)) = (o(O) s (D12 ()] + o (1) [lua ()P Pz (8) — s (£)]P 2201 (1))
= o(t) (f(L22(0) + 122D 222(8) = o (1) (f(L21(D) + 1z (D22 (8) =0 (35)

in (a,b), by the assumption (H2). We claim u; < uy in (a,b). Suppose not. Then by continuity
of u; and uy, there is a nonempty open interval (a1,b1) C (a,b) such that uy(t) < uy(t), t €
(a1,b1),limy o, 4, (u2(t) — u1(f)) = 0. Now, multiply (3.5) in (ay, b1) by up — uy, integrate from
a; to by, perform integration by parts in the first two integrals and use lim;_,, p (u2(t) —
up(t)) = 0 to get

[ 00) (P20 (6) — 1 ()17 20 1)) () — (1)l

a1

+’7/ ) (lu2 (D)7 2uz(t) — Jur ()P ~2u (1)) (u2(t) — wa (t))dt < 0.

This contradicts the fact that s +— |s|P~2s is strictly increasing. Hence u; < uj. A similar
argument as above yields u < T(u) and @ > T(u). Hence Theorem 3.1 holds. O

In the next two sections, we investigate special forms of (1.1) whose solutions are used in
the construction of an ordered pair of sub- and supersolution in Section 8.

4 Asymptotic analysis of principal eigenfunction

We consider the following quasilinear eigenvalue problem with weights

{( p(B) (1) P2 (1)) = u(t)[P~2u(t), t€(ab),

1 _1 t 0.
Jim u(t) = lim u(t)

We define eigenvalues and eigenfunctions associated with (4.1) in the usual way.

Taking advantage of the compact embedding, X << Y, from Proposition 2.2, we can
construct a sequence of variational eigenvalues and corresponding eigenfunctions of (4.1)
using the Lusternik-Schnirelman “inf-sup” argument provided p and ¢ satisfy (2.3) or/and
(2.4). In particular, we have the following assertions concerning the principal eigenvalue A4
and associated principal eigenfunction ¢; € X.

Proposition 4.1. Let (2.3) or (2.4) hold. Then

(£)[u' (t)|Pdt
A= ing f il (*)l
urd [P () |u(t)|pdt

>0
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is the principal eigenvalue of (4.1), and the infimum is achieved at a unique ¢4 € X, 91 > 01in (a,b),
llo1lly = 1. Moreover, if p and o are continuous weight functions, ¢ enjoys regularity properties
(3.2).

The proof follows from standard arguments, see for example, [1-3,8,12,14].

Remark 4.2. It follows from Rolle’s theorem, from the positivity of ¢; and from the equation

(e(D1@ (P 29h (1) = Mo (el (1) (<0), te(ab), (4.2)

that there exist @,b € (a,b),d < b, such that ¢} (d) = ¢|(b) =0, ¢}
@) (t) < 0forall t € (b,b). Notice that it is possible to have @ = b.
p=c=1and —co <a <b < +oo.

'(t) > 0forallt € (a,d) and
This is the case, when, e.g.,

For certain classes of reaction terms f, the principal eigenfunction ¢; or its suitable mod-
ifications very often serve as positive subsolutions to problem (1.1). To establish the ordering
between subsolution and supersolution, behavior of subsolution near the boundary of the do-
main plays a crucial rule. Therefore, the goal of this section is to study asymptotic properties
of p1(t)ast —a" and t — b~.

Theorem 4.3. Let p and o be continuous in (a,b) and, i be as in Remark 4.2. Further, assume

(i) there exist c > 0, e € (0,p — 1) such that for all t € (a,q)

</tb (T(T)dT> (/;plp’(r)d‘f)g <c (4.3)

and
(ii) :
tlig} </tb O'(T)dT> (/atplpl(’f)dr>p =0. (4.4)

Then there exist a € (a,d),c1,c2,8 > 0 such that for all t € (a,a) we have

cl/ ol P (T)dT < 1 (t) < c2/ o7 (1)dT, (4.5)

and
c1ipt P (t) < @i () < Ep' P (H). (4.6)

Theorem 4.4. Let p and o be continuous in (a,b) and, b be as in Remark 4.2. Further, assume

(i) there exist d >0, & € (0, p — 1) such that for all t € (b,b)

</ﬂta(r)dr> (/t”plp’(f)ch)g <d (4.7)

and
(ii)

lim </ dT) (/ - ) o 4.8)
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Then there exist b € (b,b),dy,da, dy > 0 such that for all t € (b,b) we have

b b ,
dl/t ol P (T)dt < 1 (t) < dz/t o' P (1)dT (4.9)

and
dip' P (1) < =@l (1) < dap P (1) (4.10)

Remark 4.5. Condition (4.3) implies that for any ¢ € (a,b) we have
cel'(tb) and p* eLl(at).

Similarly, condition (4.7) implies that for any ¢ € (a,b) we have
cel'(at) and p'? e L'(tb).

Remark 4.6. ¢ < p — 1 implies that (4.3) and (4.4) yield

-1
tlirl?+ </tb O'(T)dT) (/atpl’”,(r)d“f)p =0. (4.11)

Similarly, (4.7) and (4.8) yield

tlgﬁ </ut(7(r)dr> (/tb pl_”/(r)dr> . =0. (4.12)

Since (4.4) and (4.11) are nothing but (2.3), the assumptions of Theorem 4.3 guarantee that
@1 € X exists, it is well defined, and satisfies the properties specified in Proposition 4.1. Also,
since (4.8) and (4.12) are nothing but (2.4), similar conclusion can be drawn for Theorem 4.4
as well.

Remark 4.7. Estimate (4.9) can be found in [7] but its proof contains small gaps. Most gaps
are filled in [6] for weights associated with the radial symmetric PDE case, cf. Section 7 of this
paper. For completeness, we provide very careful and detailed proof for the general case of
weights p and ¢ near the left end point 2 > —oo of the interval (a,b). The case of the right end
point b < 40 is similar.

Proof of Theorem 4.3. Let ¢; € X be the normalized (||¢1][y = 1) and positive principal
eigenfunction, the existence of which follows from Proposition 4.1.

We first establish inequalities in (4.6). Integrating (4.2) from T € (a,4) to @ and using
Remark 4.2, we get,

p()leh (1)1 29 (r) = —Aa [ o(@)g] ' (0)c,

and hence
i

o0 =A@ ([ ool o)) 413)

Choose 7 € (a,d). Then

-1
C1 = /\f <

! 1

“a(e)(pfl(e)de)p T AV < ﬁ ' U(G)d@) e ( / ba(@)q)f(G)dQ); < .

a

S—
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Thus for t € (a,a), we get from (4.13)

/

, , a B p'—-1
oi(t) > A Tt (1) (/ o (0)¢} 1(9)d‘9> =ap' (1),

establishing the left inequality in (4.6).

We assume for a moment that the right inequality in (4.5) holds and derive from here the
right inequality in (4.6). Indeed, using the right inequality from (4.5) in (4.13), for T € (a,a),
we get

a

_ p—1
@3 a b —r
et (1) /(7(9) </ 0(91)d91> 4o
T 0

1 1—p" 1_.,/ ~ 1,L*1 plil
oo\ P 1-p a b €
_ CeCaNy % /7(T) / i / 0_(91)(:191 de

i - o1
oi(7) < ey ot (7) (/T 0(9)< Gpl—r”(el)dfh)p 1ol@)

€

- Cl(ci)‘}lplil):’(f) -</,: 0(91)d91)1p€ - (/Tb 0(91)d91>1£] .

€

11—y
ceco)g P

where

The right inequality in (4.6) follows.
Next, we prove the left inequality in (4.5). For t € (a,d), we integrate (4.13) from a to t, we
get

n(t) = [ ormar=af " o ([ a(@)qoi"l(e)de)p/_l dr
= (f ﬁa<9>¢f1(9>d9)p/_l ([ ar) =a [ 0¥ (m)ae

and the left inequality of (4.5) follows.

It remains to prove the right inequality in (4.5). This is the most profound part of the proof.
We choose t € (a,a) and integrate (4.13) from a to t. Then applying Holder’s inequality and
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==

using (fab a(@)gof(@)d@)
t) = /\’f/_1 /atpl—P/(T) </Ta U(Q)q)f—l (9)d9)][J B dr
< /\’1!’,71 /ﬂtpll"(r) (/Tu U(G)(pf(@)d@)ll} (/j a(G)dG) " dr

) i

= |le1lly = 1, we get

/ t / /_
— APl /a P ()1 Y (1)dr, (4.14)

(/j a(9)d9> %

We integrate (4.13) again from a to t € (a,a) and use (4.14) to get

where

g
—~
,.]
SN—
Il

o) =7 [0 @ ([ et 000

, t , p—1 p-t
gA{"l/a o' (1 )(/ <AF’ 1/ o (o)1~ (91)d91> d9> dr

t / /_
=k [ o7 (D) H(7)dr,

a

(P =D +(p'-1)*(p—-1)

where k := A; and

o1(t) < ko | 7 (DI Y(1)dr, (4.15)

where k,, := )\gp/_l)ﬂ DE-D(-1) 40g

Iy(7) = /T " o(0) < / " 1 (6, 1) 15’_11(en_1>d9n_1>p1 de.

It suffices to show that there exist K > 0 and 1y € IN, such that for all T € (4,a) we actually
have
Iy, (T) < K. (4.16)

Indeed, once (4.16) is established, then (4.15) and (4.16) would imply the right inequality in
(4.5) with ¢; := knOK”L1 > 0. Therefore, we concentrate on the proof of (4.16) with certain
K > 0and ng € IN.

We start with the estimate of I, (we will denote by a3, a5, ... the generic positive constants).

L(7) o (0017 71 (6y)d p_lde
S ACIVA )
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a o / a P(Plfl) P
— / () / o1 (61) ( /9 U(Tl)dﬁ) a6, | de
T a 1
a 0 , b p(p]—l) p_l
g/ () /plfp (91)</ a(rl)drl) 40, | de
T a 91
~ __ e p—1
43) ) =
< a1 /’1 (/ p < pl_p (Tl)dTl> re d91> do
a
a 0 d 1 01 , 1_10(;—1) p-1
= al/ () / — | — ( p!™? (Tl)dT1> dé; dé
T o dop \1— 5 a
p(p—1)
_ 1—_e \ p-1
a p(p—1)
= al/ 0'(9) ( </ p Tl dTl) ) do
T
p—1—
< az/ (/ p T1 dT1) d9. (4.17)

Notice that the last inequality holds thanks to ¢ < p(p — 1). It follows from (4.3) that

—_

p—1

p=1-5 b P
</ o (1 dTl) <aj </9 U(T1)dT1> . (4.18)

Therefore (4.17) and (4.18) yield

p—1

I(7) < ag / o(6) (/eba(rl)dﬁ) a6
TS
= (( [ ot dT1> - < /ﬁbtf(rl)dn);#zﬂ) S @)

==

‘mh—‘

€

|

We may assume, without loss of generality, that

p _ - 1, e-pri
€#p+l(p 1) ie., p—i— . #0.

Therefore, one of the following two cases occurs.

Case 1: e < %(p —1),ie, % + # < 0. Then it follows from (4.19) that there exists K > 0
such that

1+s p+1

as b

L(t) < —v— =7 i / o(n)dn <K,
p e M

e., (4.16) holds with np = 2 and the proof is complete.

Case 2:e> pil (p—1),ie, % + # > 0. Then it follows from (4.19) that

l+5_P+1 +S p+1

L(t) < +a€4p+1 (/Tb (T(Tl)dT1> - as (/Tb O'(Tl)dT1> . (4.20)
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We continue our iterations:

p—1
I(1) / (/ o (01 1(92)d92) do
. -1
(4.20) i 6 . b ﬁﬂ(ﬂi P
< a6/ a(0) /p P (6,) </ O'(Tl)dT1> do, do
T a 92

e—p+1

€ pil
4.3) a 6 ) 6 ) 3= T p-T
<o [ a0) | [ Pl_p(9z)< zpl—*’(rl)dn) A d92) do
T a a

. -1
a 0 1 d ) 1—p! 17!’(1’8*1)7 P’flrl P
= ay/ a(0) / o < o F (T1)d’l.'1> do, do
T a 1 — —-£ _ &rtl de, a
p(p-1)  e(p-1)

€ e—p+1

p—1
a 1 0 =71
— a7/T a(0) T P (/ﬂ p'~? (Tl)dT1> ) do

p(p—1)  e(p-1)

2p—2-£—¢
gag/cr (/p Tld’ﬁ) deo.

Notice that ¢ € (0,p —1) and p > 1 yield the last inequality thanks to € < 5 +1 P(p—1),ie,

N P(pg—l) - szrl > 0. It follows from (4.3) that
zpfzfife b %+1_%(2P_2)
</ o'~ T1 dT1> < a9 </ ‘T(Tl)dﬁ)
6
Therefore,

1i1-12p-2)

a b L
I(7) < am/ o(6) </ U(T1)d11> v y
T 0
e—p+1
“d -1 b Lottt
_am/r de (w) (/9 ‘7(71)dfl> de
aio b %“'2% b 1+2a p+1
B 14 pemptl </T O(Tl)dﬁ) — </a 0’(T1>C1T1> . (4.21)
14 e

Without loss of generality, we may assume ¢ # 25% (p —1). Therefore, we distinguish between
two cases again.

Casel:e < 2;%(p —1)1ie, % + 2% < 0. Then it follows from (4.21) that there exists K > 0
such that

+2£ p+l

a10 b

L(T) < ———77—— (/ a(’q)dn) <K,

1 —p+1 \ /.
> + 258 \Ja

ie., (4.16) holds with 19 = 3 and the proof is complete.
Case 2: e > o204 (p—1) ie, L + 255 > 0. Then it follows from (4.21) that

aio b
L(7) < T e il (/ ‘T(Tl)dﬁ)
FPT=TIRVE

1
p

+2€ p+1
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and we continue iterations.

Repeating the argument n times, we may assume without loss of generality, that ¢ #

n;il (p — 1). We have then two different cases.

Case 1: e < np+1 (p—1)ie, —|— n=—E= p“ < 0. Then there exists K > 0 such that
1 e—p+1
La(t) < —— 11 ba(r )dr T
n+1 = 1 + ns P+1 p 1 1 = I,
ie., (4.16) holds with ny = n and the proof is complete.
Case2:e > Jhy(p—1)ie, ; +n"E— P*L > 0. Then
e—p+1
a1 b P
Ii1(7) < - | o(n)dn
p e VT

and we continue iterations.

Notice that for a given € € (0,p — 1), the second case does not occur after finite number
of steps due to lim, e % = 1. Therefore the proof is complete after a finite number of
iterations. This completes the proof of Theorem 4.3. O

The proof of Theorem 4.4 follows by using analogous arguments.

5 Asymptotic analysis of an auxiliary function

A suitable multiple of the solution e = ¢(t) of the auxiliary Dirichlet problem

— (e P2/ (1) = o(t), te(ab),
tlim+ u(t) = thrgl u(t) =0 G-1)

with o € X* serves as a positive supersolution of the problem (1.1). If we interpret (5.1) in the
weak sense, then it is equivalent to the operator equation

J(u) =0 (5.2)

where | : X — X* is strictly monotone, continuous and weakly coercive operator. Therefore,
there exists unique e = e(t) € X which is a solution of (5.2) and hence a weak solution of
(5.1). Moreover, when ¢ = ¢(t) and p = p(t) are continuous in (a,b) then the solution e enjoys
regularity properties (3.2) of Section 3.

Moreover, since ¢ > 0 in (a,b), it follows from (5.1) that e(t) > 0 in (a,b). In addition,
there exist d., b, € (a,b),d, < b, such that ¢'(d,) = ¢'(b,) = 0, ¢/(t) > 0 for all t € (a,d,) and
¢'(t) < 0forallt € (b,b).

Remark 5.1. Notice that o € L!(a,b) is a sufficient condition for ¢ € X*. Also observe that
o € L'(a,b) implies that (4.3) and (4.7) hold for an arbitrary e € (0,p — 1).

The following assertion is a counterpart of Theorem 4.3.
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Theorem 5.2. Let o, p be continuous in (a,b), ¢ € L'(a,b) and p'~7" € L'(a,t) for any t € (a, b).
Let d, be associated with e = e(t), and e € (0, p — 1). Then there exist a, € (a,d.),c1,c2, ¢ > 0 such
that for all t € (a,a,), we have

=55
01/ ol P (t)dt <e(t) < e (/ o™ )dT) ' (5.3)

H, _ -5
ap P (t) <(t) < cz / o ” T)dt ) (5.4)

Similarly, the following assertion is a counterpart of Theorem 4.4.

and

Theorem 5.3. Let o, p be continuous in (a,b), ¢ € L'(a,b) and p*~7" € L'(t,b) for any t € (a,b).
Let b, be associated with e = e(t),and e € (0, p — 1). Then there exist be € (be,b) dy,dn, dy > 0 such
that for all t € (be, b), we have

1=55
dl/ o7 (t)dt <e(t) < dp </ o'~ )dT> ' (5.5)

and
, d /o =5
et < e <i ([0 @ar) T 6)
t

Proof of Theorem 5.2. It follows by directly integrating the equation in (5.1) from 4, to t €
(a,a,) with @, < d, that

i -1 )
‘=0 ( a(r)dr)p > epl (1), 57)

with ¢1 := ( f o(t )dT) ! e, the left inequality in (5.4) holds. Now, integrating the equal-
ity in (5.7) fromatot e (a, ae) yields

o(t) = / ¢ (T)dr = / "ol (1) ( / dg(f(())d())p,_ldr
(oo i [

and the left inequality in (5.3) follows.
In view of Remark 5.1, the condition (4.3) is satisfied forany e € (0,p—1). Fore € (0,p—1)
arbitrary, and for t € (a,a,), we have

e(t) =p' (1) (/ta a(r)dr) v < oV (1) (/tb U(T)dr) -1
(4<>C;7 11 </ e dr> e(p'—1) _5d </ o )dr)lpil | .

. Thus the right inequality in (5.4) holds. Finally, integrating (5.8) from a to

where ¢, := 1
P

t € (a,a.) we estabhsh the right inequality in (5.3). Indeed,

t =35 t ) =35
e(t) = / '(T)dt < Czd (/ o™ )d9> " dr = e (/ p!™? (T)dT) ' ,
where ¢, := c?~1. The proof of Theorem 5.2 is complete. ]

The proof of Theorem 5.3 is similar.
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6 Weight functions of special type

Here we consider the case ¢ = 1, b = +co and the following pair of continuous weight
functions p and ¢ defined on (1, +o0):

(t—1)%, te(1,2), (t—1)F, te(1,2),
p(t) =<1, t € [2,10], and o(f) =11, t € [2,10], (6.1)
()™, te(10,+e), (1)~ e (10, +).

The weight functions p and ¢ have “power type behavior” prescribed by a1 and 1 neara =1
and by ac and B near b = +oo. The following assertion is an immediate consequence of
(6.1), (2.3) and (2.4).

Lemma 6.1. Condition (2.3) holds if and only if
ap <min{B1+p,p—1} and Po > max{aeo+p,1}. (6.2)
Condition (2.4) holds if and only if
B1 > max{ay —p, -1} and we < min{fe —p,1—p}. (6.3)
In particular,
62)= X, X —>—=Y and (63)= Xg, X ——Y.

In this section, we discuss an application of Theorems 4.3, 4.4, 5.2 and 5.3. At first, we
concentrate on assumptions (4.3) and (4.7) and interpret an asymptotic behavior of ¢; given
by (4.5), (4.6), (4.9) and (4.10) in terms of &1, ®eo, f1 aNd Peo-

Corollary 6.2. Let us assume that (6.2) holds and ¢, € X be the principal eigenfunction of (4.1) with
p and o given by (6.1). Then there exist @ > 1,c1,¢1, 2,62 > 0 such that for all t € (1,a) we have

a(t—1)'"F < gi(t) < ot —1)'
and

a4 a1

Gt —1) 71 < gh() < et —1) 7.

Similarly, assume that (6.3) holds. Then there exist b > 1,dy,dy,d2,d> > 0 such that forall t €
(b, +-00) we have

and
ditrT < —@i(t) < dptvT.

Proof. The proof consists of verifying the assumptions of Theorem 4.3 and Theorem 4.4 in
the case of the weight functions, p and ¢, given by (6.1). Indeed, if we assume (6.2) then we
distinguish between two cases. In the case f; > —1 the condition (4.3) holds with arbitrary
e € (0,p—1), and in the case f; < —1 we can take any € € (%
we assume (6.3), condition (4.7) holds with arbitrary € € (0, p — 1) in the case fo > 1, and any

e c ((I”i)éii;f@,p—l) in the case B < 1. =

,p —1). Similarly, if
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Secondly, we discuss the asymptotic behavior of solution e of (5.1). Notice that in order to
guarantee ¢ € L!(1, +o0), we must assume 1 > —1 and Be > 1. Then condition (6.2) reduces
to

2 <p—1 and Bo > max{ae+p,1} (6.4)

and condition (6.3) reduces to
B1 > max{a; —p,—1} and ao<1-—p. (6.5)

Corollary 6.3. Let us assume that (6.4) holds and e € X is a weak solution of (5.1) with p and o
given by (6.1). Let ¢ € (0,p — 1) be arbitrary. Then there exist a, > 1, ¢1,¢1,¢2,¢2 > 0 such that for
all t € (1,a,) we have

o 17 l"l

ca(t—1)7 <e(t) < oot — 1)( ) (1-74)

and

14

Gi(t—1)"71 < e(t) <Gt — 1)(1—%)(1‘%1)‘1.

Similarly, assume that (6.5) @lds, and ¢ € (0, p — 1) is arbitrary. Then there exist be > 1,dy, dy, da,
dy > 0 such that for all t € (b,, +00) we have

M < oft) < dpt(15%) (157)

and

Remark 6.4. With obvious modifications we can derive analogous assertions if 4,b € R (i.e.,
(a,b) is a bounded interval), 2 = —o0,b € R (i.e., (4,b) = (—o0,b) is bounded above) and
a= —oo,b=+oo (ie, (a,b) = R).

7 Application to partial differential equations

In this section, we will apply the one dimensional results obtained thus far to study the
radially symmetric solutions to a class of quasilinear PDEs satisfying Dirichlet boundary con-
ditions. Our results in this section are valid in various domains in RY with N > 2 such as
Br := {x € RN : |x| < R} C RN where Bg is a ball if R < 400 and entire RN if R = +o0, or

Aﬁj::{xeRN:R1<\x\<R2} for0 < Ry < Ry < +o0

where Agf is an annular domain if R, < +o0 and an exterior domain if R, = +oo.
Here we focus on radially symmetric solutions to the boundary value problem:

{—div (o(xD|Vu(x)P=2Vu(|x])) = w(lx)f(|xl, u(lx]), x € A

7.1
u(x) =0, xEE)AII%, 7D

where v and w are positive continuous weight functions. After substitution » = |x|, the above
problem transforms to

= (PNl (NIP2u' () = PN Y(r) f(ru(r), 1€ (Ri,Ra),
frg, ) = g ) =0 72
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where f : (R1,R2) X R — R is as in Section 3. The problem (7.2) corresponds to (1.1) with the
following change of notation:

t=r, a=Ry, b=Ry, p(t)=rN"To(r), o(t)=rN"Tw(r).

We say that a radially symmetric function u = u(|x|),x € ARf, is a weak solution of prob-
lem (7.1) if the function u = u(r), r € (Ry,Rz), is a weak solution of problem (7.2) in the
sense mentioned at the beginning of Section 3. Similarly, using corresponding notions from
Section 3, we can define radially symmetric sub- and supersolutions to (7.1).

Natural spaces to study the radially symmetric solutions to problem (7.1) are Sobolev and
Lebesgue spaces X and Y of all radially symmetric functions with norms depending on v and

w, respectively. More precisely, let o', w7, v,w € L}OC(A%). Then X and Y are uniformly

convex Banach spaces and C§’ (Aﬁf) is dense in both X and Y. A radial function u € Y if and
only if u = u(r) is a measurable function in (Ry, Ry) satisfying

nww:(ﬁfﬂlwmwvww);<m.

Similarly, a radial function u € X if and only if u = u(r) is absolutely continuous on every
compact subinterval of (R, Rp), lim u(r) = lim u(r) = 0 and
r—Ry r—Rp

Ry %
fullx = ([ o) < .
Ry

Obvious change of the notation in (2.1)—(2.4) leads to the following sufficient conditions for
continuous and compact embeddings X < Y and X << Y, respectively.

Proposition 7.1.

(A) Let either
Ry ' 1-N , p-1
sup (/ TN_lw(T)dT> </ Tripl=p (T)dr> < oo
Ri<r<R, \Y7 Ry

r Ry 1N , p_l
sup </ Tle(T)dr> </ Trigl=p (T)dr> < o0
Ri<r<R, \/Ri r

hold. Then X < Y.

R2 r
lim </ TN_lw(’l’)dT) (/ Tr 1y
r—R1,R; r R4
r R _
lim (/ Tle(T)dT) (/ =t
r—Rq,R; Ry r

hold. Then X — < Y.

or

(B) Let either

z

1—

=

p—1
1_p/(r)dr> =0 (7.3)
or
,p’(T

p—1
)dr) =0 (7.4)

As a consequence of this compact embedding, the following result follows from Theo-
rem 3.1.
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Corollary 7.2. Let u € X and u € X be subsolution and supersolution of (7.2), respectively, and u <
uin (Rq,Ry). Let f: (Ry,Rz) X R — R be as in Section 3. Then there exist a minimal weak solution
Umin € X and a maximal weak solution umax € X of (7.2) which satisfy u < Umin < Umax < U i
(Rq, Rz).

Next, let us consider the eigenvalue problem

lim u(r) = lim u(r) =0. 75)
r—Rq r—Ry

{ (PN ro(r) ! ()20 (1)) = AN () |u(r)[P2u(r), 1€ (Ry,Ra),

Under the assumption (7.3) or (7.4) the principal eigenvalue of (7.5),

R e () rdr
1 -

=1
R
350 lez rN 1w(r)|u(r)]l”dr

is achieved at a unique ¢; € X,¢1 > 01in (Ry,Rz) and ||¢1|ly = 1. Asymptotic estimates
of ¢ for r — Ry and r — Ry follow from Theorem 4.3 and Theorem 4.4. Indeed, Let R; <
Ry < Ry < Ry be such that ¢](R1) = ¢} (R2) = 0 and ¢}(r) > 0in (Ry,Ry) and ¢/ (r) < 0in
(Rz, Ry). The existence of R; and R, are explained in Remark 4.2. Then due to Theorem 4.3
and Theorem 4.4, we have:

Corollary 7.3. Let ¢ > 0, ¢ € (0, p — 1) be such that for all r € (Ry, Ry)

</rR2 TN1w<T)dT> </er Tlp_l\l]vlp/(T)dT>g <c
-1

Ry r 1_N ' P
lim </ Tle(T)dT> </ T 1plP (T)dT) =0.
r—Ry r Ry

Then there exist Ry € (Ry,Ry),c1,¢2,8 > 0 such that for all r € (Ry, Ry) we have

and

1-N r

c1 /r o P (1)dT < g (r) < c2/

R] Rl

1=-N 17 /
Trlp P (1)dt

and
1-N /
p—1

LN 1y / 1
cirrto P (r) < @i(r) < Greto P (r).

Letd > 0,¢ € (0,p — 1) be such that for all r € (Ry, Rp)

€

([ wmae) ([ o ) <

r Ry 1w , p-1
lim </ TN_lw(T)dT> </ Trigpl™? (T)dT) =0.
r—Ry Ry r

Then there exist Ry € (Ro, Rp),d1,da,d> > 0 such that for all r € (Ra, Ry) we have

and

Ry 1w o Ry 1w
d1/ 1ol 7P (1)dT < (1) < dz/ Triplp
r r

and
1-N ,
dir 1ol P (r) < =@ (r) < dorv ot P (r).
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Next, we consider the case R1 = 1, R, = 40, i.e., Aﬁf = Ei is exterior of unit ball centered
at the origin. Let us consider continuous radial weights v and w defined on (1, +o0) as follows:

(r—=1)", re(1,2), (r—1)F, re(1,2),
o(r) =<1, r € [2,10], w(r) =<1, r € [2,10], (7.6)
()%, r € (10, +o0); (?)5“’, r € (10, +c0).

Similarly to Section 6, we can now reformulate the sufficient conditions in Proposition 7.1. We
also express conditions stated in Corollary 7.3 in terms of &1, ke, 1 and Be. Clearly, now also
the dimension N > 2 will be involved in these conditions. Indeed, condition (7.3) holds if and
only if

ap <min{B; +p,p—1} and B > max{ae + p, N} (7.7)

and condition (7.4) holds if and only if
B1 > max{a; —p,—1} and ae < Min{foc —p,N —p} . (7.8)

In particular, the compact embedding X << Y holds if either (7.7) or (7.8) holds. Since v
and w are continuous, ¢;(7) is regular in the sense of (3.2) from Section 3.

Next, we formulate asymptotic behavior of ¢1, see Corollary 7.3, in the language of powers
al,aoo,ﬁl and ﬁom

Corollary 7.4. If (7.7) holds, then there exist Ry > 1,c1,8, 2,6 > 0such that forallr € (1,Ry) we
have

[ 13

alr =17 < gi(r) < ea(r — 1)
and
Gi(r—1) 71 < @l(r) < G(r—1)77 1.

If (7.8) holds, then there exist Ry > 1, d1,dq,d, dy > 0 such that for all r € (Ry, +00) we have

aco+1-N

< @i(r) < dpr't

aco+1-N
R

d1r1

and
~ Qco+1-N ~ Moot+1—N

dir 7T < —@i(r) <dpr 1

While the asymptotics near 1 corresponds to the asymptotics in the first part of Corol-
lary 6.2, the asymptotics near +oco is affected by an additional term “rN=17,

Similarly, we can study the asymptotic properties of the weak solution e(r) to the following
auxiliary problem

_ (erlz)(T’)|u/(1,)|]ﬂ*2u/(r))/ = N=Tw(r), 7€ (Ry,Ry),
lim u(r) = lim u(r) =0. (7.9)

In fact, we can formulate an analogue of Theorem 5.2 and Theorem 5.3.

Corollary 7.5. Let rN~1w(r) € L'(Ry, R;). Given e € (0, p — 1) arbitrary, there exist R € (Ry, Ra),
c1, ¢a, & > 0 such that for all r € (Ry, R}) we have

€

T 1-N 1—p' r 1-N 1_y 1 p—1
c1/ i P (n)dr <e(r) < c /THU P (t)dt

Ry Ry
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and
1-N / d
Crr 7ol (r) <é(r) <e— <

Similarly, given ¢ € (0,p — 1) arbitrary, there exist F; € (Ry,Ry), dq, da, do > 0 such that for all
re (K;, Ry) we have

_£_

dl/Rsz1 (T )drge(r)gd2</rR A (o )dT)l e

7

and
—N / - d Ry 1y 1—p/ 17%
dirr ol P (r) < —€'(r) < d 2% </ Trip P (T)d’f) .

If v and w are given by (7.6) then w € L!(B D requires f1 > —1 and B > N. In particular,
(7.7) reduces to
ap <p—1 and Po > max{ac +p, N} (7.10)

and (7.8) reduces to
B1 > max{a; —p,—1} and aew <N —p. (7.11)

Note that (4.3) holds for arbitrary ¢ € (0,p — 1) in this special case. Then the asymptotic
estimates for e and ¢’ read as follows.

Corollary 7.6. Given ¢ € (0, p — 1) arbitrary, there exist Ki > 1,¢1,€1,¢2,8 > 0 such that for all
r € (1,R}) we have
a(r— 1)1 < efr) < eafr — 1)) (75)

and
Ll

alr—1)" 71 <e(r) <é(r— 1)(17%) (1*ﬁ>71,
Similarly, given ¢ € (0,p — 1) arbitrary, there exist F; > 1,dq,dq,do,d > 0 such that for all
r € (R5, +00) we have

doo+1-N 14 deot1-N

dyr' <eu)gdﬂ< ) (1-74) (7.12)

and
JlrawﬁfN < —e(r) < L{zr(HMﬁfN)(liﬁ)*l.

Remark 7.7. Let us emphasize the importance of asymptotic estimates presented above. We
will utilize them later for constructing an ordered pair of sub- and supersolution for problem
(7.1). Since modifications of ¢; and e will serve as a subsolution and a supersolution, respec-
tively, the estimates above will allow to compare the resulting subsolution and a supersolution
near the finite boundary and near infinity.

Remark 7.8. We compare our results for (7.9) with R, = +oc0 and corresponding results of
Bidaut-Véron and Pohozaev [4, Prop. 2.6, (ii)]. Let N > p. Consider v and w as given in
(7.6) with a1 = e = B1 = 0 and B > N. Then the left inequality in (7.12) coincides with
the lower estimate from [4], the first inequality in (2.34). Let N < p. The second inequality
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in (2.34) from [4] implies that any possible nonnegative weak solution of equation in (7.9)
cannot decay to zero as r — +o9, i.e., (7.9) does not have a weak solution. On the other hand,
choosing now a1 = B1 = 0, o < N — p, Boo > N, problem (7.9) has a positive weak solution
satisfying decay asymptotic estimates presented above. This says that a sufficiently singular
diffusion coefficient v(r) could guarantee the existence of a weak solution having prescribed
decay at infinity.

8 Examples

We will discuss some examples to demonstrate our general existence result from Theorem 3.1
and the use of asymptotics obtained for the eigenfunction ¢; and the auxiliary function e
in Section 4 and Section 5, respectively. For simplicity, we consider f(t,s) = f(s), where
f:[0,4+00) — R is C! and satisfies the following additional assumptions:

(H3) there exists a constant K > 0 such that lim,_, £6) K;

sp-1
(H4) there exists rg > 0 such that f(s)(rp —s) > 0 forall s > 0, s # ro.

We observe that since f is C!, (H3)~(H4) imply that f satisfies (H1)—~(H2).
We consider the following one dimensional quasilinear problem

{ (e (B)P~2u' (1) = Aa (D) f(u(t)), t€ (1, +eo),

li t)= 1l t) =
) = L ult) =0

(8.1)

where A > 0 is a parameter.
Then we prove the following result.

Theorem 8.1. Let the weight functions p and o be as in (6.1) with 1,1, & , Poo Satisfying (6.4)
and (6.5). Let p > 1 and (H3)—(H4) hold. Then for any A > %, there exist a minimal weak solution
Umin and a maximal weak solution umax of (8.1). Moreover, given € € (0, p — 1), there exist constants
C > 1, Cy,Cy > 0 such that for all t € (1,C) we have

o

Cilt = 1) 7T < ttmin(1) < i (1) < Co(t = 1) U7 07)

Similarly, given e € (0, p — 1), there exist constants D > 1, D1, Dy > 0 such that for all t € (D, +00)
we have

D < tiin(F) < s (1) < Dot (750 (1757)
Proof. In order to apply Theorem 3.1, we construct a suitable pair of well ordered sub- and
supersolution of (8.1). We will first construct a positive supersolution of (8.1) with the help

of the auxiliary function e > 0, weak solution of (5.1). Let u := ()\Ag)ﬁe, where Ag :=
sup,~q f(s) > 0. Then

— (p(M)[ (1)[P~27 (1)) = AAoo(t) > Ac(t)f (7).

Now we construct a positive subsolution of (8.1) using the eigenfunction ¢; > 0 corresponding
to the principal eigenvalue A; of (4.1). Note that continuity, and decay properties, (4.5) and
(4.9), of the eigenfunction ¢; imply that ||¢1 |/« < +oo. First, we consider a function

G(s) := AP L = Af(s) fors>0.
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Using hypothesis (H3), we see that G(s) = Ays”~1 — AKsP~! —o(sP~!). Let A > {2 be fixed.
Then there exists s, > 0 such that for any s € (0,s,), we have G(s) < 0. For m < ||fP i, we
show that u := m¢; is a subsolution of (8.1). Indeed, it follows from the discussion above and
the fact that o(t) > 0 in (1, +00)

— (p() (P2 (1) = Mo (tymP Lol ™h < Aa(t)f(mer) = Ao(t)f (u) .

Now using the decay estimates in Corollary 6.2 of the eigenfunction ¢; and Corollary 6.3 of
the auxiliary function e at the end points of the interval (1, +00), we can adjust the constant
m = 0 so that u < @ in (1,+o00). Then by Theorem 3.1, there exist a minimal weak solution
Uin and a maximal weak solution umax of (8.1) such that

0 <u S Umin S Umax S u in (1/+°°)/
and enjoy the regularity properties (3.2). This completes the proof. O

Remark 8.2. We observe that the rates of decay of positive weak solutions obtained in Theo-
rem 8.1 are independent of the nonlinearity f.

Next, we consider radially symmetric positive solutions of the following PDE in dimension
N >1

{ le:(élxl [Vu(|xD[P2Vu(|x])) = Aw(|x|) f(u(|x]), x € A CRY, 8.2)

(%) x € 0AT®,

where A > 0 is a parameter, f is as above, and A{® = Bj is the exterior of a unit ball. We
obtain the counterpart of Theorem 8.1 below.

Theorem 8.3. Let the weight functions v and w be as in (7.6) with &1, B1, Ko , Poo satisfying (7.10)
and (7.11). Let p > 1 and (H3)—-(H4) hold. Then for any A > %, there exist a minimal weak solution
Umin and a maximal weak solution umax of (8.2). Moreover, given ¢ € (0, p — 1), there exist constants
C > 1, Cy,Cy > 0 such that for all |x| € (1,C) we have

Co (6] = 1) 7 < tin(12]) < tmax(x]) < G (2 ~ )P 70) 83

Similarly, given e € (0,p — 1), there exist constants D > 1, D1, Dy > 0 such that for all x| €
(D, +00) we have

&co+1-N

xoo+1—-N e
Dl < tmin(121) < (1) < Dol 5T (1755)

Proof. Substituting r = |x|, (8.2) transforms to

lim u(r) = lim u(r) =0. (8.4)
r—1+ r—+o0

{ (ol ()72 (1) = AN () f(u(r), 1€ (1, +00),

Observe that (8.4) is a special case of (8.1) with p(t) = tN"1o(t) and o(t) = tN"1w(t) for
€ (1, 4o0). Then the proof follows by repeating the constructions in the proof of Theorem 8.1.
O
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Remark 8.4. We observe again that the rates of decay of positive weak solutions obtained
in Theorem 8.3 are independent of the nonlinearity f. However, the decay rate at infinity
depends on the dimension N > 1.

Remark 8.5. Notice that it follows from (7.10) thata; < p—1.If a3 € (0,p—1) then 1 — % <
1 and hence the left inequality in (8.3) yields that g—% = +00 on dB;, where 7i denotes the outer
unit normal vector of dB;. On the other hand, if a1 < 0 then we can choose ¢ € (0,p — 1)
so that (1 — %)( — 5=7) > 1 and then the right inequality in (8.3) yields that g =0 on
dB;. Therefore, if a1 € (—o0,0) U (0,p — 1), any weak solution u of (8.2) violates the Hopf
maximum principle on dBj, cf. [15, Thm. 5].
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