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ON EULER’S DIFFERENTIAL METHODS FOR CONTINUED FRACTIONS
�

SERGEY KHRUSHCHEV
�

Dedicated to Ed Saff on the occasion of his 60th birthday

Abstract. A differential method discovered by Euler is justified and applied to give simple proofs to formulas
relating important continued fractions with Laplace transforms. They include Stieltjes formulas and some Ramanu-
jan formulas. A representation for the remainder of Leibniz’s series as a continued fraction is given. We also recover
the original Euler’s proof for the continued fraction of hyperbolic cotangent.
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1. Introduction. In 1739 in his second paper on Continued Fractions [4, ��� 49-55] Euler
presented a simple and interesting method of developing functions into continued fractions.
This method preceded the well-known method of Gauss, see [1, � 2.5]. Due to this reason it
cannot be found in books on continued fractions and appears to be forgotten. The purpose
of this paper is to demonstrate the importance of Euler’s method. It leads to very elementary
proofs of formulas for continued fractions including some formulas by Ramanujan, see � 9.

To justify Euler’s method we need the following Test by Markov. It could happen that it
was known to Euler. However, Euler said nothing in his papers on this very useful observa-
tion.

THEOREM 1.1 (Markov [15]). Let ����� 	
�
������� ��� � ��� be a positive continued fraction and

let � �
��� defined by � ��� ����� � �� � � ���� � �! " " � � �� � �#� �
���
be positive infinitely often. Then if the continued fraction converges it converges to � � .

Proof. Let $�� �&% �'� ���(� % , $*) � � ) � � �+)�� % � . Then� ���-,.� � � �
���+�/� $��'0'$ � 021�1�130($ � � � �
�����
with � �4���6587 infinitely often. Every function $ ) � � � is continuous and monotonic on9 7�: �<; � . Hence the same is true for their composition ,�� . Picking two limit values % � 7
and % � �<; , we obtain that � � must be in the interval with the end-points at= �> � �?, � � 7 � : = �A@B�> �A@.� �-, � � �<; � 1
Since the continued fraction is assumed to converge, the proof is completed.

Markov’s test is directed to overcome the so-called paradox of quadratic equations. If
one considers the quadratic equation� �(CED � CGF � 7<HJI � � D � F�
and applies iterates to develop F2CLK DNM 7 into a continued fraction, then this results in the
formula

(1.1) C K D � F � FD � FD � FD �O " " � FD � F � � F(CPK D � :Q
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showing that the limit may not be equal to the expanded value.
According to Euler’s formula � � and � �
�R� are related by

(1.2) � ��� = � �#� �4��� = �A@.�> � �#� �4��� > �S@.� .

In 1655 Brouncker (see [20]) discovered formulas= � � � � = �A@.� � � � = �A@ � ,> � � � � > �S@.� � � � > �A@ � ,
(1.3)

where = @B�T� F : = � � ��� :> @B��� 7J: > � � F :
and the formula

(1.4)
= �> � C = �S@.�> �A@.� � � C<F � �A@B� � � 1�1�1 � �> � > �A@B� :VU � F : D : 1�1�1'1

Formulas (1.2-1.4) can be easily proved by induction. See for instance [8]. Formulas
(1.3) were explicitly stated by Wallis and extensively used by Euler. Therefore they are called
the Euler-Wallis formulas. An elementary corollary of (1.3) is the following theorem due to
Pringsheim [17] (see for instance [10, Ch. I, � 5]).

THEOREM 1.2. Let � �XW 7 , � �XW 7 and	Y�
��� Z � �A@B� � �� � [ �]\ � � �<; .

Then � � � 	
�
����^`_�ab a!c converges.

COROLLARY 1.3. If d�e ��f*�Ag � , d3h �if3�Ag � , d3e ��f*�Ag � are three positive arithmetic pro-
gressions, then the continued fraction

(1.5)
	
�4��� Z e � h �� �j[

converges.
It should be mentioned that the convergence of continued fractions considered in this

paper follows directly from (1.4) by (1.3).
The first Euler’s Differential Method allows one in many cases to sum up continued

fractions (1.5) by solving elementary differential equations. It reduces to a simple lemma
followed by a beautiful observation.

LEMMA 1.4 (Euler [4]). Let k and
=

be two positive functions on � 7�: F � which forU � 7�: F : D : 1�1�1 and some positive l :nm/:po satisfy

(1.6) ��� � U l �iq �� = k �Ar e � � �O� U.m ��q �� = k �
����r es� ��t � U`o ��q �� = k �
� � r e :
then

(1.7) u �� = k r eu �� = r e � � � ��� �#l � t�/� m � ��� � D l � ��t � o ��O� D m � �v� �#w4l � ��t � D o ��O�Pw m �!x"x"x 1
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Proof. The condition of the lemma can be obviously written as follows

(1.8) u �� = k � r eu �� = k �
��� r e � �O� U.m� � U l � F_ �B�zy{|�B�
}�~���/�B� a�� �p���~ ��/�B� a��z� ��� 1
Iterating this formula and applying elementary transformations, we get the lemma by Markov’s
Test.

Euler’s brilliant idea is to search
=

and k as functions satisfying the following identity
with indefinite integrals��� � U l � q = k � r es�#k �
��� ,�� � �O� U.m � q = k �
�R� r eJ� �vt � U`o � q = k �
� � r e�1
If k �
�R� , vanishes at 7 and F , then

=
and k must satisfy the conditions of Lemma 1.4.

Euler’s formula in differentials looks as follows�v� � U l � = r es�Pk r , � � U � F �n, r k � � �/� U.m � = k r eJ� �vt � U`o � = k � r e�1
Considering it as a polynomial in U , one can replace it with a system� = r es�#k r , � , r k � � = k r e�� t = k � r e :l = r es� , r k � m = k r e�� o = k � r e�1
Solving both equations in

= r e , we find that

(1.9)
= r e � k r , � , r k��k�� t k � C � � , r km k�� o k � C l 1

It follows from the last equation of (1.9) thatr ,, � � � C m � k r k�� �vt C o � k � r k C ��� C l � r km k � � o k�� C lRk� �v� C l � r klRk � � l!� C m � � r k�� � l t C o � � k r kl � m k�� o k � C l � 1(1.10)

2. Stieltjes’ Formula [10, Ch 3, � 3]. This formula was mentioned without a proof by
Stieltjes in his correspondence with d’Hermite. In [10] it is derived from Roger’s formulas for
Laplace transforms of elliptic functions. Euler’s Differential Method provides a very simple
proof to Stieltjes’ formula:

(2.1) h � $ �/� F$'� 	
�
�R��^ �A���4���p�� c ��q
	� � @`� ��+���]� � � e � r e�1

We put in Lemma 1.4 and in (1.10)� � F : � � $ : t � F : lR� C m � � $ :l � F :jm � 7�:�o � F : l t C o � � 7�:r ,, � $ r kk � CGF � I ,������� F�C kF �#k ���� �p\ � 1
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If k � e ��� e , then k �
��� , vanishes at e � 7 and e � F for U�5L7 . By (1.9)q �� = r e �-q �� Z F(C eF �Pe [ �p\ � r eF�C e � � � �|�4�� � �� FD q ���  �p\ � @B� r   � F$ 1
Similarly q �� k = r e � FD q ���  �p\ � @B� Z F�C  F �   [ r  �¡ �£¢ �z¤� q ��	� � @.� �R¥§¦4¨ � � e � r e� C F$ q �£	� ¥�¦
¨ � � e � r � @`� � � F$ q 	� � @`� ��+���]� � � e � r e :
which proves (2.1).

COROLLARY 2.1. For $ W 7
(2.2) h � $ �/� F$(� 	
�
�R� ^ �A���
�R�p�� c � D $

	Y ) � � � C<F � )� $'� D4© � � $'� Dz© � D � 1
Proof. We have

(2.3) q ��   �p\ � @B� Z F�C  F �   [ r   q ��   �p\ � @.� C   �p\ �F �   r   �� 	Y) � � � C<F � ) q �� �   �p\ � @.�]� ) C   �]\ � � ) � r  «ª 	Y) � � � C<F � )� $'� D4© � � $'� Dz© � D � 1
COROLLARY 2.2. The continued fraction h � $ � satisfiesh � $ �$ � h � $'� D �$�� D � D$ � $(� D � 1
Proof. It follows from (2.2).
Putting $ � F in (2.2) and summing up Leibniz’s series, we obtain another Euler’s for-

mula F � FF � 	
�
��� ^ �A�¬�
���]�� c �®­ D 1
By Van Vleck’s Theorem (see [8, Theorem 4.29]) the continued fraction in the left-hand

side of (2.2) converges uniformly on compact subsets of the right half-plane ¯ � to a function
with a positive real part in ¯ � . On the other hand, formula (2.3) shows that the series in
(2.2) converges uniformly on compact subsets of ¯#°±d C²D : C ª : CT³ : 1�1�1 f . By the uniqueness
theorem for holomorphic functions formula (2.2) extends the continued fraction h � $ � in (2.2)
to a holomorphic function in ¯�°´d C²D : C ª : CT³ : 1�1�1 f . At point $ � C²© , © � D : ª : 1�1�1 , this
function has residue � C<F � ) @.� ª © so that formallyh � $ �/� 	Y) ��� � C<F � ) @.� ª ©$'� Dz© 1
The above series, however does not converge. So the series in (2.2) is its regularization.
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By (2.1) and by Van Vleck’s Theoremµ h ��¶   �O��q ��	� �+��� �   e ����z�n� � � e � r e �P· �   � 5L7 1
By Stieltjes’ inversion formula F­ q �£	@`	 · �   � r  � C ¶   � h � � �
for
µ � W 7 .
Stieltjes’ formula (2.1) shows that h � $ � takes its maximal value at $ � 7 :h � 7 �/� q 	� F�+�z�n� � � e � r e � ¥§¦4¨ � � e � �����

�£	� � F 1
This can also be obtained by Corollary 2.2. It is also clear from (2.1) that h � $ � is continuous
in the closure of the extended right half plane ¯ � and belongs to the Hardy class ¸ � � ¯ � � . By
Corollary 2.1 h � $ � extends to a meromorphic function in ¯ . However, this extension cannot
be represented as a quotient of two bounded holomorphic functions, i.e. cannot be a function
from Nevanlinna’s class, as it is clear from the following theorem.

THEOREM 2.3. The shifts �+���]� @ � � e¹�   � ,   5L7 , span the whole space º � � 7�: �<; � .
Proof. By Corollary 2.1 the Laplace transform h � $ � of �+���]� @ � � e � extends in ¯ @ to a

meromorphic function with poles at d C²D : C ª : CT³ : 1�1�1 f . The conformal mapping %´� � �»�� �!� F �§� � � C»F � maps ¯ @ onto the unit disc ¼ centered at 7 and transforms d C²D : C ª : CT³ : 1�1�1 fto �½) � F�C DD4© � F : © � F : D : 1�1�1�1
Since obviously 	Y) ��� � F²C�¾ �½) ¾ � �/� �<; :
we see that d3� ) f , and hence d C²D : C ª : CT³ : 1�1�1 f , cannot be zero sets of functions from the
Hardy algebra, see [2]. This implies that the extension of h � $ � to ¯ @ does not belong to
Nevanlinna’s class. On the other hand, if the linear span of the shifts �+���]� @ � � e¹�   � ,   567is not dense in º � � 7�: �<; � , then the Laplace transform h � $ � must have a pseudo-analytic
continuation to a function in Nevanlinna’s class (see [16]). This pseudo-analytic continuation
coincides with an analytic continuation since h � $ � is analytic at the points of the imaginary
axis. Since it is not in Nevanlinna’s class the linear span of the shifts must be dense.

It is useful to notice that to the contrary the shifts � @�� � � ¡ � � � @ ¡ � @ � cannot spanº � � 7�: �<; � since they all are multiples of � @ � . Hence, in spite of the fact that �+���]� @ � e
is so close to ª � @ � � :F�+���]� � � e � � ª� � � � � @ � � � � ª � @ � � �#¿6À � @iÁ �4Â : eXÃÄ�<;
its left shifts span º � � 7�: �<; � .
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3. The Second Example. For every $ 5G7
(3.1) h � $ �/� � q �� e � � @ � r e � F$ � F$'� F � D$'� D � w$'�Pw �!x"x"x � U$�� U �Ox"x"x 1
The change of variables e»Å � � @ � shows that h � $ � is the Laplace transform

(3.2) � q �� e � � @ � r e � � q �£	� � @.� � � @.¢ �z¤ � @ � r e�1
We put in Lemma 1.4 and in (1.10)� � F : � � $�� F : t � F : l!� C m � � $ :l � F : m � F : o � 7�: l t C o � � F :r ,, � � $'� F � r kk CGF � r k � I ,E� � FTC k � �«��� � � .

If k � e ��� F�C e , then k �
�R� ,E� 7 at e � 7 and e � F . Thusq �� = r e � � q �� e � � @ � r e ;q �� = k r e � C $ � q �� e � � @ � r eJ� F ,

which implies (3.1). Passing to the limit $2Ã 7 � , we obtain Euler’s formula

(3.3) � � D � DD � ww �!x"x"x � UU �Ox"x"x .

COROLLARY 3.1. For $ 5�7
(3.4) h � $ �/� F$�� 	
�
����^ ��p�B� c �

	Y�
��� F� $(� F � � $�� D � 1�1�1 � $�� U � .

Proof. Integrating by parts, we obtain

� q �� e � � @ � r e � F$�� F � �� $'� F � q �� e �p��� � @ � r e� F$�� F � F� $'� F � � $�� D � � �� $(� F � � $�� D � q �� e �«� � � @ � r e � 1�1�1 .
It follows from (3.2) that

(3.5) h � $ �/� � q �£	� � @£�¬�«�R�p� � 	Y) � � � C<F � )©`Æ � @ ) � r e � 	Y) � � � C<F � )©`Æ F$(� © � F
is an infinite sum of simple fractions.
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Notice that integration by parts in (3.1) shows that h � $ � satisfies

(3.6) h � $�� F � � F � � $�� F � h � $ � 1
Other analytic properties are similar to those considered in � 2. In particular, (3.2) and (3.5)
show that left shifts of � @.¢ �z¤ � @ � span º � � 7�: �<; � . It is easy to see that more generally left
shifts of � @`¢ �zÇ]¤ � @ � span º � � 7�: �<; � for every � W 7 . Clearly

(3.7) � @ � C � @`¢ �zÇn¤ � @ � � ¿ ^ � @��È�p� _ � � c : eÉÃÊ�<; 1
This shows that there are functions approximating the exponential function as indicated in
(3.7) with meromorphic Laplace transform in ¯ and at the same time such that their left
shifts span º � � 7�: �<; � . The condition (3.7) cannot be weakened since for any continuous
function Ë � e � such that Ë � e ��� ¿ À � @ _�� Â : eÉÃÊ�<;
for every positive � the Laplace transform of Ë is an entire function.

4. The Arctangent. This continued fraction was obtained in 1770 by Lambert [11] (see
[10, Ch. II, � 6]). For every $ W 7
(4.1) ¦4Ì � ¥§¦4¨ Z F$ [ � F$ � F �wz$ � D �Í $ � w �Î $ � ª �Ï $ �!x"x"x � U �� D U � F � $ �!x"x"x 1
Remark. Since all convergents to the continued fraction (4.1) are odd, the equality (4.1)
holds for every real $ , $¹Ð� 7 .

We put in Lemma 1.4 and in (1.10)� � F : � � wz$ : t � D : lR� C m � � $ :l � F :�m � D $ :�o � F : l t C o � � F :r ,, � � kL�G$ � r kD $3kG�#k � CGF � I ,��ÒÑ F �#$ � C � k��#$ � � .

If k � e ��� � K F �G$ � C $ � e , then k �
�R� , vanishes at e � 7 and e � F for every nonnegativeU . Next, q �� = r k � ¦
Ì ���nÓ ¨ k��G$K F �L$ � �����
�� �Ô­ D C ¦4Ì ���]Ó ¨ $K F �#$ � ;q �� = k r k � C Ñ F �G$ � C � kL�G$ � � C $ ¦
Ì ���nÓ ¨ k��#$K F �#$ � �����

�� �� F�C $ Z ­ D C ¦
Ì ���nÓ ¨ $K F �#$ � [ 1
The elementary identity ­ D C ¦4Ì ���]Ó ¨ $K F �G$ � � ¦4Ì � ¥§¦4¨ Z F$ [ :
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which can be proved by differentiation, completes the proof of (4.1). Putting $ � F in (4.1),
we obtain Euler’s formula

(4.2) ­ ª � F F � F �w � D �Í � w �Î � ª �Ï �!x"x"x � U �D U � F �!x"x"x .

Euler’s formula ¦4Ì � ¥§¦
¨ � e ��� ¶D±Õ ¨ Z ¶ �Pe¶ C e [
shows that ¦4Ì � ¥§¦4¨ Z F¶   [ � ¶D±Õ ¨ Z   CLF  � F [ � ¶D±Õ ¨ ����   CLF  � F ���� C FD ¦
Ì§Ö Z   CLF  � F [
and therefore ¦4Ì � ¥§¦
¨ Z F¶   [ �V×Ø Ù ­ D if CGF<M   M?F<Ú7 if F<MÛ¾   ¾ 1
It follows that FD q �� F� C ¶   r   � ¦
Ì � ¥§¦4¨ Z F� [ : µ � W 7 1

5. The Forth Example. Here we establish the following formula

(5.1)
F$�� 	
�
����^ � ��«�B� c �ÝÜ K Í q

�� e �§@.�]���n\§Þ r eF � Ü �Pe`ß à ,

where Üá� F � K ÍD � DK Í CLF �-Ü � CLF
is the Golden Ratio.

We put in Lemma 1.4 and in (1.10)� � F : � � $�� F : t � D : l!� C m � � $ :l � F : m � F : o � F : l t C o � � F :
(5.2)

r ,, � $ r kL�#k r kk � �#k CLF � � k�� F � D � r kG� � $ CLF � D � r k� kL� F � D � � C Í � ª .

Integrating (5.2) and using the factorizationk � �Pk CLF � � k�� Ü`� � k CGF �
Ü`� ,

we obtain ,E� ��� k C �Þ ��� �¬�§@ �� � �â ã � ��¾ k�� Ü ¾ �¬�§@ �� � �â ã @ �� .
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Hence, if k � e ��� e �
Ü , then k �
�R� ,G� 7 at e � 7 and e � F . To simplify the notations we
put ä � Z $ C FD [ FK Í C FD � $ C ÜK Í :æå �-Ü � F .

Then q �� = r e � q �� Z F�C ees� å [²ç r eeJ� å � � �«�4�¬è� � �� q �n\né�   çF �   r   ;q �� k = r e � FÜ q �� e Z F�C eeJ� å [ ç r eeJ� å � � �«�4��è� � �� FÜ q �]\§é�   ç � F�C   å �� F �   � � r   .

Integration by parts shows thatq �n\né�   ç � F�C   å �� F �   � � r   q �]\§é�   ç r  F �   C � F � å ��q �n\né�   ç ��� r  � F �   � � �� Få ç C d � F �
ä � � F � å � CLF f q �]\§é�   ç r  � F �   � .

Observing that � F � ä � � F � å � CLF � $ Ü , we obtain	
�
��� Z U �$�� U [ � u �� k = r eu �� = r e � FÜ#ê Få ç u �n\§é� ¡�ë � ¡�]� ¡ C $ Ü�ì .

It follows that F$'� 	
�4����^ � ��«�£� c �-Ü±q
��   ç r  å �   ¡ � � â ã� Ü K Í q �� e ��@.�]���]\�Þ r eF � Ü �Ee.ß à .

COROLLARY 5.1. For $ W 7F$�� 	
�
��� ^ � ��«�B� c � K ÍÜ 	Y) � � F$(� F �
Ü � ©�K ÍÉí � C<F � )Ü � ) .

COROLLARY 5.2.

(5.3)
FÜ � 	
�
��� ^ � �Þ*�£� c �?Ü Õ ¨

Z F � FÜ � [ 1
Proof. Evaluate the integral in (5.1) at $ �-Ü .

6. A partial case of Euler’s Formula. Let us compare a continued fraction$'� Ë.î$ � � Ës�Pï � � îs�Pï �$ � � ËJ� D ï � � î�� D ï �$ �!x"x"x
with � u �� = r eu �� = k r e �O� ��� �#l � t�!� m � �v� � D l � ��t � o ��!� D m � ��� �Pwzl � ��t � D o ��O�#w m �!x"x"x .
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Then it is clear that� � Ë C ï : � � $ : t � î : l � ï :Vm � 7�:ðo � ï :
and the differential equation (1.10) for , takes the formr ,, � � Ë C�D ï � r kï*k � $ï r kk � CLF � � î C Ës�Pï � k r kï � k � CGF � .

The integral of this differential equation is given byÕ ¨ ,E� Ë C�D ïï Õ ¨ kL� $D ï Õ ¨ ���� k CGFk�� F ���� � î C ËJ�EïD ï Õ ¨ ¾ k � CLF�¾ �Gñ .

It follows that ,�� ñ í k�ò � �ôóó ���� k CLFkL� F ����Sõ�vó ¾ k ��CLF�¾ôö � ò �zó�vó .

If k � ei÷ , then k �
��� , vanish at e � 7 and e � F for all nonnegative integer U provided

(6.1) 7 M Ë C ï M îs�#$ .

By (1.9) we obtain the formula for
== r e � ñ í e�ø @ ÷ @.� Z F�C e�÷F �Ee ÷ [ �p\ � ÷ � F�C e � ÷ � ö � ò � ó�vó r e»1

Here ñ stands for a constant the value of which is not important for us, since we are interested
in the quotient of integrals. By Lemma 1.4

(6.2) $�� 	
�
� � Z � ËJ� U ï � � î�� U ï �$ [ �
� � Ë C ï � q �� e�ø @ ÷ @.� Z F�C e�÷F �Ee ÷ [ �]\ � ÷ r e� FTC e � ÷ � ò �4ó � ö�ôóq �� e ø @B� Z F�C e ÷F �Pe ÷ [ �p\ � ÷ r e� F�C e � ÷ � ò �zó � ö�ôó 1

If Ë � î ��ù and ùNW ï , then (6.2) takes the form

$�� 	
�
� � Z � ù � U ï � �$ [ � ù C ï � q �� eiú @ ÷ @B� Z F�C ei÷F �Pe ÷ [ �p\ � ÷ r eK F�C e � ÷q �� e ú @.� Z F�C e ÷F �Pe ÷ [ �p\ � ÷ r eK F�C e � ÷ 1
Assuming now that ùûW 7 and applying the above identity with ù Å ��ù �Pï , we obtain

(6.3)
	
�
� � Z � ù � U ï � �$ [ ��ù í q �� e ú � ÷ @.� Z F�C e�÷F �Ee ÷ [ �]\ � ÷ r eK F�C e � ÷q �� eiú @B� Z F�C ei÷F �Pe ÷ [ �p\ � ÷ r eK F�C e � ÷ .
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7. Laplace transform of hyperbolic secant and Leibnitz’s Series.

(7.1) h � $ �/� F$'� 	
�
��� Z U �$ [ ��q �£	� � @`� � r e���z�n� � e � , $ W 7 1
This formula easily follows by the substitution eüÅ � � @ � from the following theorem by
Euler.

THEOREM 7.1 ([4], � 69). For $ W 7
(7.2) h � $ �/� F$�� 	
�
��� Z U �$ [ � D q �� e � r eF �Pe � .

Proof. By (6.3) with ù¹� F and ï � F	
�4��� Z U �$ [ � q �� e Z F�C eF �Pe [ �p\ � r eK F�C e �q �� Z F�C eF �Pe [ �p\ � r eK F�C e � .

By parts integration followed by the substitution e�Å � � FTC e �n� � F �Pe �q �� e Z F�C eF �Ee [ �p\ � r eK F�C e � �� F�C $ q �� Z F�C eF �Pe [ �]\ � r eK F�C e � F�C $ q �� e �È�§@.�]��\ � r eF �Pe
results in (7.2)

(7.3)
F$(� 	
�
�R� Z U �$ [ � q �� e �¬��@.�]��\ � r eF �Ee � D q �� e � r eF �Pe � 1

Since q �� e � r eF �Pe � � 	Y) � � � C<F � ) q �� e � ) �£��r e 	Y) � � � C<F � )$'� Dz© � F :
we obtain a representation of (7.2) as a sum of simple fractions

(7.4) h � $ �/� F$�� 	
�
��� Z U �$ [ � D 	Y) � � � C<F � )$'� Dz© � F ª 	Y) � � F� $'� D4© � F � � $�� D4© �#w � 1
By Van Vleck’s Theorem the continued fraction (7.4) converges to h � $ � in ¯ � and to C h � C $ �
in ¯ @ . The poles of its convergents are located on the imaginary axis. The right-hand part of
(7.4) converges uniformly on compact sets of ¯ @ °²d C<F : C w : C Í : 1�1�1 f .

COROLLARY 7.2. The shifts �+���]� @.� � eN�   � ,   5Û7 , span the whole space º � � 7�: �<; � .
By (7.4) h � $ � satisfies

(7.5) h � D $ � �Ph � D $�� D �O� DD $'� F 1
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We apply now (7.4) and (7.5) to Leibnitz’s series.
THEOREM 7.3. For every positive integer $

(7.6) ­ � ª �§@B�Y) � � � C<F � )D4© � F � D � C<F � �D $�� 	
�4��� Z U �D $ [ 1
Proof. Computations with integrals show thatD � 	
�
�R� Z U �D [ � Dª C ­ : ª � 	
�
��� Z U �ª [ � D­ C6ý� Ú³ � 	
�
�R� Z U �³ [ � Dà �� à C ­ :ÿþ � 	
�
��� Z U �þ [ � D­ C � � à� � Á 1

Assuming by induction that for an integer $h � D $ �/� � C<F � � ê ­ D C�D �§@.�Y) � � � C<F � )Dz© � F ì :
we deduce from (7.5) thath � D $'� D � � C<F � �«�R� ê ­ D C�D �Y) � � � C<F � )Dz© � F ì 1

Remark. If $ � Í 7 , then taking the second convergent and adding
Í 7 first terms of

Leibnitz’s series, we obtain F 7 valid places for ­ . It should also be noticed that by (7.3)Õ Ó ���� � � $�� 	
�
��� Z U �$ [ � D­ .

8. Some more formulas. In this section using the differential method we establish the
following formulasq �£	� � @`� � r e���z�n� � \ � � D e � � F$ � D í w$ � ª í Í$ � ³ í Î$ �Ox"x"x :(8.1) q �£	� � @`� � r e���z�n� � \ � � D e � 	Y�
� � � D U � F � Æ�Æ� $(�Pw � � $�� Î � 1�1�1 � $�� ª U �Pw � :(8.2) q �£	� � @`� � r e���z�n� � \ � � D e � � D K D ��	Y�
� � � C<F � � � D U � F � Æ�ÆD � U Æ F$�� ª U �Pw 1(8.3)

Notice that for $ � F we obtain from (8.2) that

(8.4)
FF � D í wF � ª í ÍF � ³ í ÎF �Ox"x"x 	Y�
� � � D U � F � Æ¬Æª �4��� � U � F � Æ � K D±CLF

by the Binomial Formula for F � K F�C e evaluated at e � F � D .
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If Ë � ª , î � Í , ï � D in (6.2), then

(8.5) $'� ª í Í$ � ³ í Î$ � þ í Ï$ �!x"x"x � D q �� e Z F�C e �F �Ee � [ �]\]Á r e� F�C e Á � �n\]Áq �� e � Z F�C e �F �Pe � [ �p\nÁ r e� F�C e Á � �]\nÁ 1
Next, K D�� �T� K D q �� e Z F�C e �F �Pe � [ �p\nÁ r e� F�C e Á � �n\nÁ � � � �«�4�� � � � � � �� q ��   õ ���� r  � F �   � � \ � :K D�� � � K D q �� e � Z F�C e �F �Pe � [ �p\nÁ r e� F�C e Á � �]\nÁ � � � �«�4�� � � � � � �� q ��   õ ���� � F�C   � r  � F �   � à \ � 1
By Lemma (8.5) � � $ �O� $�� ª í Í$ � ³ í Î$ �Ox"x"x � D í K D�� �K D�� � 1
Integration by parts shows thatq ��   õ ���� � F�C   � r  � F �   � à \ � C Dw q ��   õ ���� � FTC   � r � F �   � @ � \ � �� $ CGF³ q ��   õ �

ã� r  � F �   � � \ � C $��#w³ q ��   õ ���� r  � F �   � � \ � ¡ � � ��� $ CGF³ q �� ª e ��@ � r e� F �Ee Á � � \ � C $��#w³ q �� ª e �«� � r e� F �Pe Á � � \ � 1
Therefore

$�� D í w� � $ � � $ CGFD í q �� e �§@ � r e� F �Ee Á � � \ �q �� e �«� � r e� F �Ee Á � � \ � � $ CLFD CLF .

Applying an obvious identity e �§@ � � F �?e Á � C e ��@ � � e �p� � and integrating by parts, we
obtain q �� e �«� � r e� F �Pe Á � � \ � � q �� e �§@ � r e� F �Ee Á � �]\ � C q �� e ��@ � r e� F �Pe Á � � \ � Ú	 � $ � � ¢ ø� D K D q �� e �«� � r e� F �Pe Á � � \ � � C<F � K D � $ CLF ��q �� e �§@ � r e� F �Pe Á � �n\ � 1
It follows that

$'� D í w� � $ � � $ CLFD í D K D 
 q �� e ��@ � r e� F �Pe Á � �n\ � C q �� e �«� � r e� F �Pe Á � � \ ���	 � $ � � $ CGFD CLF �
� $ CLFD í D K D q �� e �§@ � r e� F �Ee Á � �]\ �	 � $ � CLF D K D � $ CGF ��q �� e ��@ � r e� F �Pe Á � �n\ � C�D 	 � $ �D 	 � $ � � F	 � $ � 1
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Now (8.1) follows by

(8.6)
	 � $ �/� q �� e �«� � Z DF �Pe Á [ � \ � r e ��
 �£¢ �z¤� q �£	� � @.� � Z D� � � � � @ � � [ �

\ � r e�1
Formula (8.3) follows from the first equality in (8.6) by the Binomial Theorem. Integration
by parts shows by induction that	 � $ �/���Y�4� � F í w í 1�1�1 í � D U � F �� $��#w � � $'� Î � 1�1�1 � $(� ª U �#w � �� F í w í 1�1�1 í � D�� � F � í � D�� �#w �� $��#w � � $(� Î � 1�1�1 � $(� ª � �#w � q �� Z D e ÁF �Pe Á [ � ��� D � \ � e � r e� F �Pe � � \ � ,

which implies (8.2) by passing to the limit in � .
To complete the topic on left-shifts of the negative powers of hyperbolic cotangent we

prove the following theorem.
THEOREM 8.1. For every ·�W 7 the shifts ���z�n� @�� � e¹�   � ,   5-7 , span the whole spaceº � � 7�: �<; � . Proof. It is sufficient to prove that the Laplace transformq ��	� � @.� � r e���z�n� � � e � � q �� � @`� � r e�+���]� � � e � � q ��	� � @.� � r e���z�n� � � e � ��� � $ � ��� � $ �

can be extended analytically to a meromorphic function with poles at arithmetic progression
on a negative real semi-axis. Since � � $ � is an entire function, it is sufficient to consider � � $ � .
By the Binomial Theorem

� @`� ��+�z�n� � � e � � D � � @��¬�«����� �� F � � @ � � � � � D �
	Y) � � � C<F � ) · � · � F � 1�1�1 � · � ©�CLF �©`Æ � @��¬�«����� � ) � � 1

Integrating, we obtain that� � $ ��� Z D� [
� � @`� 	Y) � � · � · � F � 1�1�1 � · � ©�CGF �©`Æ � @ � )$'� · � D4© 1

9. Three formulas by Ramanujan. In this section we consider three Ramanujan’s for-
mulas.

The error function. For every $ W 7
(9.1) � � � \ � q �£	� � @ � � \ � r e � F$ � F$ � D $ � w $ � ª $ �!x"x"x � U $ �!x"x"x :
see [9, p.8, (1.8)]. In fact this formula was first obtained by Euler in 1754, [5, � 29].

Remark. The function

erfc � $ �/� DK ­ q �£	� � @ � � r e�� D­ q �£	� ß � � @ � � \ � r e
is called the complementary error function, see [1, p. 196]. The identity (9.1) can be used to
get good approximations to erfc � $ � for big $ .
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To prove (9.1) we put � � F , � � $ , t � F , l � F , m � 7 , o � 7 in Lemma 1.4 and use
the point �<; instead of e � F :u ��	� = k r eu �£	� = r e � F$ � D $ � w $ � ª $ �!x"x"x � U $ �!x"x"x 1
The differential equation (1.10) for , isr ,, � C $ r k C k r k :
which with k � e �T� e shows that e , � e �T� e � @.� � @ � � \ � vanishes at e � 7 and e � �<; . It
follows that we may put= r e � � @`� � @ � � \ � r e : k = r e � e � @`� � @ � � \ � r e�1
Let us consider � � $ ����q �£	� � @.� � @ � � \ � r e � � � � \ � q �£	� � @ � � \ � r e :
implying that

�
satisfies

(9.2)

��� � $ ��� $ � � $ � CLF � C q �£	� e � @`� � @ � � \ � r e»1
It follows that u ��	� = k r eu �£	� = r e � F�C $ � � $ �� � $ � � F� � $ � C $ :
which implies (9.1).

Fourier Sine Transform. For every positive  
(9.3) q �£	� �]Ó ¨ �   $ � r $$(� 	
�4��� À � � Â � Ñ � �  � 	
�
��� À � ¡ Â :
see [14, (2), p. 369]. By (9.1) and Fubini’s Theorem the left-hand side of (9.3) isq �£	� �]Ó ¨ �   $ � � � $ � r $ �?q ��	� � @ � � \ � r e 
 q ��	� �nÓ ¨ �   $ � � @.� � r $ � 1
Double integration by parts shows thatq �£	� �nÓ ¨ �   $ � � @`� � r $ � C<F  q �£	� � @`� � r �+��� �   $ �/�� F   C e   q �£	� ���z� �   $ � � @`� � r $ � F   C e �  � q �£	� �nÓ ¨ �   $ � � @`� � r $ 1
It follows that q �£	� �]Ó ¨ �   $ � � @`� � r $ �    � �Pe � 1
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Hence � �   � � ¢ ø� q �£	� �]Ó ¨ �   $ � � � $ � r $ ��q ��	� FF �Pe � � @ � � ¡ � \ � r e�1
Differentiating the last integral in   , we obtain that

� �   � satisfies the differential equation� � �   �/�   í � �   � C q �£	� � @ � � r e
and therefor

�
must be proportional to

�
, satisfying the differential equation (9.2), with the

coefficient q �£	� � @ � � r e � FD q ��	@`	 � @ � � r e � K D ­D � � ­ D 1
A Formula for Ñ ­ � � D . Similar arguments prove another Ramanujan’s formula

(9.4) F � FF í w � FF í w í Í � FF í w í Í í Î¹�Ý1�1�13� FF � 	
�
��� À � � Â � � ­ �D :
see [14, (3), p. 370]. Leth � e ��� eJ� e �F í w � e àF í w í Í � e� F í w í Í í Îs1�1�1(1
Then h � 7 �/� 7 and h � � e ��� e�h � e � � F , which implies thath � e �/� � � � \ � q �� � @ ¡ � \ � r   1
Then by (9.1)�£	Y�4��� e � �A@.�� D U CGF � Æ¬Æ � FeJ� 	
�
�R� À � � Â � � � � \ � q

�£	� � @ ¡ � \ � r   � � � � \ � � ­ D 1
Putting here e � F , we obtain (9.4).

10. Euler’s formula for hyperbolic cotangent. Motivation. In 1737 Euler computed
first partial denominators of the regular continued fraction for

� � D : Î F þ D þ F þ D þ ª Í
Ï 7 ª 1�1�1
and discovered a remarkable law

(10.1) � � D � FF � FD � F F � FF � Fª � FF � FF � F³ � FF �!x"x"x 1
Formula (10.1) looks not less beautiful than the formulas

� � Õ Ó �� Z F � FU [ � � F � 	Y) ��� F©.Æ :
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and in addition proves the irrationality of � immediately. After that Euler computed the
continued fraction forK � � F : ³ ª þ Î D�F3D Î 7 Î 1�1�1 � F � FF � FF � FF � FÍ � FF � F F � FÏ � FF � FF � FF w �!x"x"x :
which obeys a similar progression law of partial denominators. Next,!K � � F � FD � FF � F F � Fþ � FF � F F � FF ª � FF � F F � FD 7 �!x"x"x :
confirms this law. To concentrate on the arithmetic progressions in the above formulas Euler
removed repeating F ’s by elementary transformations:� � F� � FU � F% � � � U % � F� U % � � � % �� � � U� U � F � U % � F� U % � � � % C U� U � F �� � � U� U � F � F� � U � F � % � � �� F� U � F 
 � � U � F � � � U � F� � � U � % � � � :
which show that

(10.2) � � F� � FU � F� � F� � FU � Ft �!x"x"x �� F� U � F 
 � � U � F � � � U � F� � U � F � �O� U � � �!x"x"x � 1
This interesting identity, by the way, implies a beautiful formula� � F� � FU � F � � F� � FU � Ft �Ox"x"x C � C FU � F� � F� � FU � F� � Ft �Ox"x"x � U C"�U � � F :
reminding the addition formula for cotangent. Let us put � � U � F , � � D , � � ª , t � ³ ,r � þ , etc in (10.2). ThenD � FF � FF � Fª � FF � FF � F³ �!x"x"x � FD 
 C<F � ³ � FF 7 � FF ª � FF þ �!x"x"x � �$# CLFD :
where # denotes the continued fraction related with the progression ³ : F 7�: F ª : F þ�: 1�1�1 . Conse-
quently by (10.1)

� � D � FF � D# CLF � D � # CGF# � F � F � DF � F � # :
which leads us to F � F# � D� CGF � C<F � � � F� CGF :and finally to �+� ¥ � Z FD [ � � � F� CLF � D � F³ � FF 7 � FF ª � FF þ � FD4D � FD
³ �!x"x"x 1
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Similarly, Euler obtains�+� ¥ � Z Fª [ � K � � FK � CLF � ª � FF3D � FD 7 � FD þ �!x"x"x�+� ¥ � Z F³ [ � !K � � F!K � CLF � ³ � FF þ � Fw 7 � Fª D �!x"x"x��� ¥ � � F ��� � � � F� � C�F � F � Fw � FÍ � FÎ �!x"x"x 1
A simple analysis of empirical formulas obtained by Euler shows that can be naturally ex-
plained if the following is true

(10.3) % � �+� ¥ � � ·`�/� F· � F�� � F à� � F  � �!x"x"x 1
11. Euler’s formula for hyperbolic cotangent. A proof. Euler’s differential method

from � 1 applied to (10.3) with $ � F ��· corresponds to the choice� � F : � � $ : t � F :l � 7�:jm � D $ : o � 7�:r ,, � C FD r kk � FD $ Z kL� Fk [ � I ,E� FK k � �� õ � �
� �&R� 1

It is clear from the formula for , that under no choice of a positive function k can k �
��� ,
vanish at any point of positive semi-axes. So, the method of � 1 does not work. Historically the
method of � 1 appeared later. But the method Euler applied to �+� ¥ � � ·�� also was differential.
Taking into account that % � ��� ¥ � � ·`� satisfies the differential equationr %r · � F�C % � HJI r %T��% � r ·X� r · :
Euler finds by induction the differential equation for the reminders % � .

THEOREM 11.1 (Euler [4, � 28] ). For U � F : D : 1�1�1 we have

(11.1) % � �+� ¥ � � ·��/� F· � F �� � Fà� � F  � �!x"x"x � F� �A@.�� � F �� �ôa�ôa�� ��' :
where ·X� � D U � F � e ��va3� � and h satisfies the differential equation

(11.2)
r hr e �Ph � � e � � a�ôa�� �

Proof. We put % � � �+� ¥ � � ·`� and define a sequence of functions d(% � f �Ag � by

(11.3) % �J� D U � F· � F% �
�R� 1
Then

(11.4)
r % �r · � D U· % � � F�C % �� , U � 7�: F : 1�1�1(1
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For U � 7 this equation coincides with the differential equation for �+� ¥ � � ·�� . The transactionU C Ã U � F is done byrr · Z D U � F· � F% �
���S[ D U· Z D U � F· � F% �4���A[ � F�C Z D U � F· � F% �
�R�A[ � 1
Now the identities D U � F � D U � D U � F �O� � D U � F � � and D U C�D � D U � F �O� C²D � U � F � turn
it into (11.4) for U � F . Let

(11.5) h � e ��� e @ �ôa�ôa�� � % � ^ � D U � F � e ��ôa�� � c 1
Thenr hr e � C D UD U � F e @ � a�� ��ôa�� � % � �Ee @ � a�ôa�� � r % �r · �� C D UD U � F e @ � a�� ��ôa�� � % � � D UD U � F e @ � a3� ��va3� � % � �Ee @ � a�ôa�� � C e @ � a�ôa�� � % �� �� e @ � a�va3� � C h � 1

It seems like that the idea to attract Riccati’s equation goes back to the first paper by D.
Bernoulli published in 1724. In 1724 Jacoppo Riccati (1676–1754) in a paper on the equationr h��Ph � r e � � e � r e :
posed the problem of finding those values of � , for which the equation can be integrated in
quadratures. D.Bernoulli, in the same volume of ”Acta Eruditorum”, announced his solution
which was published in 1726 (see footnote on p. 245 of [6]). Since both Euler and Bernoulli
worked in St. Petersburg, it is natural to assume that Bernoulli’s contribution was known to
Euler. In Theorem 11.1 Euler presented the solution in quite an original way and, as result,
discovered very interesting relations.

The continued fraction in (10.3) converges since the partial denominators are positive and
are members of an arithmetic progression. To be more precise let us put ·��s��· , ·����?· � ,U � D : w : 1�1�1 and % �J� D U � F , U � F : D : 1�1�1 in Theorem 1.2. SinceF· � F �� � F à� � F � �!x"x"x�) F· � · w � · �Í � · �Î �Ox"x"x :
the convergence of (10.3) follows.

It is tempting therefore to conclude that (10.3) may be obtained from Theorem 11.1 by a
simple passage to the limit in (11.1). However, this is prevented by the paradox of quadratic
equation (1.1). On the other hand Theorem 1.1 guaranties that (10.3) holds provided % �»W 7
on � 7�: �<; � for every U .

THEOREM 11.2. Every % � is positive on � 7�: �<; � .
Proof. The idea of the proof is obvious from Fig 11.1.

By (11.4) the derivative of % � at zeros of % � is F , which forces the graph to cross the · -axis
in the up direction. Therefore % � cannot have positive zeros and at the same time behave like
hyperbola % � t ��· , t W 7 at a vicinity of 7 . This forces % � to be positive.

By Euler’s formula (1.2) for continued fractions % � � ·�� is a Möbius transformation of% � � ��� ¥ � � ·`� with polynomial coefficients in F ��· and therefore is meromorphic in ¯ . Ob-
serve now that if * � % � satisfies (11.4), then + � F � * satisfies

(11.6)
r +r · � C D U· +�� F(C + � 1
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FIG. 11.1.

Therefore poles of * become zeros of + and vice-versa. Thus if either * or + vanishes, then
its derivative must be F . It follows that all nonzero zeros and poles of % � are simple and

(11.7) % � � ·��/� ×Ø Ù F· C � �Eï � ��� : ·`� if a is a pole ;· C � � � · C � � � ï � ��� : ·`� if a is a zero ,

where ï � �v� : ·�� is analytic at ·L� � . Similar calculations with (11.4) show that if % � has a
pole at ·X� 7 , then

(11.8) % �¹� D U � F· �#$ � � ·�� :
where $ � � ·�� is holomorphic at 7 . In fact $ � � 7 �/� 7 , which leads to the asymptotic formula

(11.9) % � � ·��/� D U � F· ��, � F � , · Ã 7 1
If U � 7 , then (11.9) follows from the Taylor series for � � � . Suppose now that $ �A@B� � 7 ��� 7 ,
then by (11.3) for U CGF : Õ Ó ��-� � % � � ·��/� ; :
showing that % � has a pole at ·�� 7 and therefore implying (11.8). To prove that $ � � 7 ��� 7
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we substitute (11.8) in (11.4):C D U � F· � �G$ �� D U � D U � F �· � � D U $ �· � F�C � D U � F � �· � C D � D U � F � $ �· C $ �� 1
A calculation of the coefficients at F ��·7 � 9 D U CED � D U � F �/. $ � � 7 �/� C²D � U � F � $ � � 7 � :
competes the proof of (11.9).

If poles or zeros exist on � 7�: �<; � , then there must be the zero or pole of the minimal
value. Let it be ·�� � . Then % � is positive near the left end of � 7�: � � by (11.9) and % � is
negative near the right end of � 7�: � � by (11.7). It follows that a continuous function % � on� 7�: � � has a zero, which contradicts to our choice of � . If there are no zeros or poles for % �
on � 7�: �<; � , then % � is continuous on � 7�: �<; � and is positive near 7 by (11.9). If % � ��� � M 7
for some � : � W 7 , then % � must vanish on � 7�: � � which contradicts to our assumption. Hence% �XW 7 on � 7�: �<; � .

Having proved (10.3) we obtain that

(11.10) �+� ¥ � Z FD $ [ � � �õ � F� �õ CLF
D $�� F³ $ � FF 7 $ � FF ª $ � FF þ $ �!x"x"x

for $ � F : D : 1�1�1 .
Reverting arguments used in the proof of (10.2), we obtain the following formula

(11.11) � � F� � Ft � Fr �!x"x"x �� � C U � � U � F� � FU � Fb @ � @`�� �
��� � F� � FU � F{n@ � @��� �
�R� � F� �!x"x"x 1
In particular, for � � U � F :� � F� � Ft � Fr �!x"x"x �� � CLF � D F � FF � F� � D2CLF � FF � FF � Ft � D±CLF � FF � FF � Fr � D±CGF �Ox"x"x :
which implies remarkable Euler’s formula

(11.12) � �õ � F �
F$ CLF � FF � FF � Fwz$ CLF � FF � FF � FÍ $ CGF � FF �!x"x"x 1

Passing to the limit $¹Ã F in (11.12), we obtain the regular continued fraction (10.1) for � .Formulas (10.1) and (11.12) coupled with Lagrange’s Theorem on regular periodic continued
fractions (see [13]) show that neither � , nor any its integer root satisfy a quadratic equation
with rational coefficients.

12. Conclusion. In [4] Euler only stated Theorem 11.1 and just mentioned that the
convergence of the continued fraction implies (10.3). It is not clear weather Euler realized
that the paradox of quadratic equations could occur in this case as well. Let us consider this
point in more details. In Theorem 11.1 Euler obtains a formula for % � , which in terms of the
independent variable · looks as follows% � � ·��/� e �va�ôa�� � h � � e ��� 
 ·D U � F � � � h �10 
 ·D U � F � � �
���32 .
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Now h � itself satisfies a differential equation depending on U . Passing to the limit in it, we
obtain that h � e ��� Õ Ó � � h � � e � satisfies

(12.1)
r hr e �Ph � � Fe � .

This differential equation has at least two solutionsh � � e ��� � �e : h � � e ��� � �e ,

where � � �-Ü (the Golden Ratio) and � � � C<F �4Ü are the solutions to the quadratic equation� � C � CGF � 7 . The general solution to (12.1) is given byh � e ��� F � K ÍD e C K Íe � F ��4¹e`ß à � , 46587 .

Putting here 4 � 7 we obtain h � �S� � e . To make this formula universal we must allow4 � ; . Notice that there is only one solution ( corresponding to 4 � ; ), which is positive
about e � 7 � . This is exactly the reason why % � � ·`�'W 7 at least about 7 .

Therefore we are exactly in the situation of the paradox of quadratic equations. In any
case the asymptotic formula for % � � ·`� at ·X� 7 supports the conjecture of the positiveness ofh � at the points 
 ·D U � F � � �
�R� C Ã 7 ,

which are essential for the convergence.
Famous Euler’s formulas related exponential and trigonometric functions were discov-

ered later (in 1741) as it follows from the correspondence between Euler and Goldbach. The
formula �+� ¥ � ·���� ¶ ��� ¥ � ��¶ ·�� formally leads to the expression

(12.2) �+� ¥ � ·`��� ¶ �+� ¥ � �&¶ ·`�/� F· � ¶w � ¶ · � FÍ � ¶ · �!x"x"x � F· C Fw ��· @ FÍ ��· @ FÎ ��· @£x"x"x .
It is not necessary to use Euler’s trigonometric formulas to find this continued fraction, since
it can be obtained in a similar way to the continued fraction of the hyperbolic cotangent.
One can easily obtain that the remainders * � for the continued fraction of ��� ¥ � ·�� satisfy the
differential equation

(12.3)
r * �r · � D U· * � CGF�C * �� , U � 7�: F : D : 1�1�1

In 1731-37 Euler, seemingly, didn’t have in his disposal any tool to control the convergence
of the continued fraction for �+� ¥ � ·`� . Notice that there is no chance for * � to keep sign on� 7�: �<; � , since every * � has infinitely many poles and zeros on � 7�: �<; � as �+� ¥ � ·�� itself
has. Possibly this was the reason why Euler didn’t include in [4] the development of ��� ¥ � ·��
into a continued fraction. Later Euler returned to this problem in his paper [7], which was
published only after his death. This paper also shows that Euler understood the necessity of a
justification to the limit in these formulas.

Theorem 11.2 was proved in 1857 by Schlömilch [19]. The fact that % � are positive also
follows from Legendre’s proof [18], [13]. Both proofs completely revised Euler’s original
approach, which resulted in a loss of Euler’s clear logic as well as of relationships with
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integration of Riccati’s equations in quadratures. The elementary proof of Theorem 11.2
given here looks very logically related to Euler’s ideas. Notice that such computations with
series were well-known to Euler.

Euler had these results already in November 1731, almost 45 years before Lagrange
announced (July 18, 1776) the method of solution of differential equations with continued
fractions [12]. Moreover, in [3] Euler in fact solved in continued fractions Riccati’s equationr %r ï ��% � � U ï �S@ � .
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