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ABSTRACT. The influence of certain discontinuous delays on the behavior of solutions to partial
differential equations is studied. In Section 2, the initial value problems (IVP) are discussed for differential
equations with piecewise constant argument (EPCA) in partial derivatives. A class of loaded partial
differential equations that arise in solving certain inverse problems is studied in some detail in Section 3.
Section 4 is devoted to obtain the solutions of IVP for linear partial differential equations with piecewise
constant delay by using integral transforms. Finally, an abstract Cauchy problem is discussed.
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1. (0)1) ON.

Functional differential equations (FDE) with delay provide a mathematical model for a physical or
biological system in which the rate of change of the system depends upon its past history. The theory of
FDE with continuous argument is well developed and has numerous applications in natural and engineering
sciences. This paper continues our earlier work [1-5] in an attempt to extend this theory to differential
equations with discontinuous argument deviations. In these papers, ordinary differential equations with
arguments having intervals of constancy have been studied. Such equations represent a hybrid of continuous
and discrete dynamical systems and combine properties of both differential and difference equations. They
include as particular cases loaded and impulse equations, hence their importance in control theory and in
certain biomedical models. Continuity of a solution at a point joining any two consecutive intervals implies
recursion relations for the values of the solution at such points. Therefore, differential equations with
piecewise constant argument (EPCA) are intrinsically closer to difference rather than differential equations.
In [6] boundary value problems for some linear EPCA in partial derivatives were considered and the
behavior of their solutions studied. The results were also extended to equations with positive definite
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operators in Hilbert spaces [7]. Here initial value problems (IVP) are studied for EPCA in partial derivatives.
A class of loaded equations that arise in solving certain inverse problems is explored within the general
framework of differential equations with piecewise constant delay.

2. V. PRO
It has been shown in [6] that partial differential equations (PDE) with piecewise constant time
naturally arise in the process of approximating PDE by simpler EPCA. Thus, if in the equation

u, =a’u, -bu, @.1)
which describes heat flow in a rod with both diffusion @’ along the rod and heat loss (or gain) across the
lateral sides of the rod, the lateral heat change is measured at discrete moments of time, then we get an
equation with piecewise constant argument

u(x,t) = a’u(x,t) - bu(x,nh), (2:2)

where t €[nh,(n + 1)), n =0,1,... and h > 0 is some constant. This equation can be written in the form
u(x,t)=a’u(x,t) - bu(x,[t/h ), 2.3)

where [+] designates the greatest integer function. Ordinary differential equations with arguments
[t} [t -n], [t +n] have been investigated in [1-4], with [t +1/2] in [5], and with [t/aJh in [8-9).

Furthermore, EPCA have been used recently in [9] to approximate solutions of equations with continuous
delay. The diffusion-convection equation

u=a’u,-cu, 2.4)
describes, for instance, the concentration u(x, t) of a pollutant carried along in a stream moving with velocity

c. The term a’u,, is the diffusion contribution and —cu, is the convection component. If the convection
part is measured at discrete times nh, the process results in the equation

ufx,t)= azun(x, t)—cu(x,[t/h ). (2.5)
We consider the initial value problem (IVP)
du(x,t) d d
T+P(a—x)u(x,t)=Q(5-x—)u(x,[t/h]h), (2.6)
u(x,0) = uyx),

where P and Q are polynomials of the highest degree m with constant coefficients, [ +] designates the greatest
integer function, h = const > 0, and
(x,2) €E G = (-,%) x[0, ).
DEFINITION 2.1. A function u(x,t) is called a solution of IVP (2.6) if it satisfies the conditions:

(i) u(x) is continuous in G; (ii) du/3t and d*u/ox"(k =0, 1...,m) exist and are continuous in G, with the
possible exception of the points (x,nk), where one-sided derivatives exist (n = 0,1,2..); (iii) u(x?) satisfies
Eq. (2.6) in G, with the possible exception of the points (x,nh), and the initial condition u(x,0) = u(x).

Let u,(x,?) be the solution of the given problem on the interval nh <t <(n + 1)h, then
du,(x,t)/at + Pu,(x,t) = Qu,(x), 2.7
where
u,(x)=u,(x,nh). (2.8)
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Write
u,(x,0) =w,(x,1) +v,(x),

which gives the equation

aw,/dt + Pw, + Pv, (x) = Qu, (x), (2.9)

and require that
aw, /ot + Pw, =0, (2.10)
P, (x) = Qu,(x). (2.11)

Let v,(x) be a solution of ODE (2.11), then at t=nh we have
w,(x,nh)=u,(x)-v,(x), (2-12)
and it remains to consider Eq. (2.10) with initial condition (2.12). It is well known that the solution E(x,#)
of the problem
aw/ot + Pw =0, w(x,0) =wy(x), (2.13)
with wy(x) = 8(x), where &(x) is the Dirac delta functional, is called its fundamental solution. The solution

of IVP (2.13) is given by the convolution

w(x,t) = E(x,t) % wy(x). (2.19)
Hence, the solution of problem (2.10)-(2.12) can be written as
w,(x,t)=E(x,t —nh) % w,(x,n), (2.15)
and the solution of (2.7), (2.8) is
u,(x,t)=E(x,t —nh)x(u,(x)-v,(x)) +v,(x), (2.16)

(nh <t <(n +1)h).
Continuity of the solution at t=(n+1)h implies
u,(x,(n + Dh)=u, ,(x,(n + D) = u, (x),
that is,
Uy () = EQx, h) % (u,(x) = v, (x)) + v, (x). 217
Formulas (2.16), (2.17) successively determine the solution of IVP (2.6) on each interval nh <t s (n + 1)h.
Indeed, from Pvy(x) = Quy(x) we find vy(x) and substitute both uy(x) and vy(x) in (2.16) and (2.17), to obtain
ug(x,t) and uy(x). Then we use u,(x) in (2.11) to find v,(x) and substitute u,(x) and v,(x) in (2.16) and
(2.17), which yields u,(x,t) and u,(x). Continuing this procedure leads to u,(x, ), the solution of (2.6) on
[nh,(n +1)h]. The solution v,(x) of (2.11) is defined to within an arbitrary polynomial g(x) of degree <m.
Since g(x) is a solution of Eq. (2.13) with the initial condition w(x,0)=q(x), then g(x) = E(x,t) * q(x) and
q(x) cancels in formulas (2.16), (2.17). This concludes the proof of the following assertion.
THEOREM 2.1. If Eq. (2.13) with w(x, 0) = u¢(x) has a unique solution on ¢ € (0, %), then there
exists a unique solution of IVP (2.6) on (0, %) and it is given by (2.16), for each interval nh <t < (n + 1)h.
COROLLARY 2.1. There exist unique solutions of Egs. (2.3) and (2.5), with u(x, 0) = uy(x), in the
class of functions that grow to infinity slower than exp(x?) as | x |- oo.
For Egs. (2.3) and (2.5) we have

x x

v,(x)= a’b I(x —8)u,(s)ds and v,(x) = a’c I u,(s)ds,
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respectively, and E(x,t) = exp(-x*/4a’t)2avmu.
Formula (2.16) for the solution of the problem
u(x,1) = @°u(x,0) = bu(x,[t/h ), u(x,0) = ux) (2.18)

onnh st <(n +1)h becomes

b b
u,,(x,t)=(1_ —Z)E(x,t—nh)*u,,(x)+ = U(x), (2.19)
a a

where E(x,1) is the same as in Eqgs. (2.3) and (2.5).

The above method may also be used to solve IVP for PDE of any order in ¢ with piecewise constant
delay or systems of such equations. In the latter case, P and Q in (2.6) are square matrices of linear
differential operators and u(x,?) is a vector function. Thus, the solution u,(x, ) of the problem

u,(x,t) = a’u,(x,t) - bu_(x,[t]), (2.20)
u(x,0) = fi(x), u(x,0)=gyx) (2.21)
on nst<n+1 is sought in the form u,(x,t) = w,(x,t) +v,(x) whence a’v,"(x)-bu,"(x,n) = 0

and o°w,/ot> = a’6’w,/ox>. Setting u(x,n) = f,(x), u(x,n) = g,(x) gives v,(x) = a”bf,(x),
w(x,n) = (1 ——a'zb)ﬁ,(x), w,(x,n) -gn(x)a and

fi(x —a(t-n))+f,(x +a(t-n))
2

we)=Zop6)+(1-73)

x+a(t-n)

1
+Z,-,1 _n)g,,(s)ds. (2.22)

Putting ¢ = n + 1 produces the recursion relations

b b (x - i
ﬁu(")';ﬁ.(XH(l—;)[w

x+a

+§;,Ls,<s>ds, 223)

b\af,'(x +a)-af,'(x -a)
g,,,l(x)-(l—;)af X +a 2af x—-a

+%(gn(x +a)+g,(x -a)). (2.24)

3. LOADED EQUATIONS.
Loaded partial differential equations have properties similar to those of equations with piecewise
constant delay. The IVP for the following class of loaded equations

u(x,0) = x) (3.2)
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was considered in [10], where (x,) ER" x[0,T1], the ¢, € (0,T] are given, P(s) and Q,(s) are polynomials
ins =(s},...,5,), and 3 | Q,(s) |# 0. Eq. (3.1) arises in solving certain inverse problems for systems with
elements concentrated at specific moments of time. The Fourier transform U(s,?) of u(x{) satisfies the

equation
Ufs,t)=P(is)U(s,t) + li Q,is)U(s, 1), (3.3)

whence
U(s,t) = Uys)e™™” + k(P(is), t)él Q,3is)U(s, 1), (3.4)

where U(s) is the Fourier transform of uy(x) and

t

k(P(is),t) = ‘[ "My, (3.5)

Denote

Pk,

A, =Ugs)e" ™, k = k(P(is), ), B -éjl 0,(is)U(s, 1)

then multiply by Q (is) each of the equations

Uls,t)=A, +kB,j = 1,...q (3.6)
and add them. Hence,
B- 3 40,i5)+B § k0 Gs) 37
or
(1 —j}i:llel(is))B - $ 40,0, 38)
The equation
As)=1- 3 0,isI(P(s), ) =0 (3.9)

is called the characteristic equation for (3.1) and its solution set Z is called the characteristic variety of
(3.1). 1t is said [10] that (3.1) is absolutely non-degenerate if Z = &J, non-degenerate of type a if
a =inf|Ims |< ,s €EZ = C", and degenerate if Z = C". The case Z = & implies A(s) = const, since A(s)
is meromorphic, and a meromorphic function that is not constant assumes every complex value with at
most two exceptions. The equation A(s) = C can be written as

PGs)+ §,0,i)- 3 0(iske

Piis)1,

- CP(is) (3.10)

and is possible for g > 1 only if P(s) = const, otherwise exp(P(is )t;) would grow faster than any polynomial,
which breaks the latter equality. For g=1, we have
As) = (P(is) + Q,(is) - Q,(is)e ") P(is), (3.11)

and in this case Z = J is equivalent to P(is) + Q(is) = 0. On the other hand, A(s) = 0 is equivalent to

P(is) *,—i 0,(is) ',21 0,(is)e” " =0, (.12)

=1
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which implies P(s)=const. This establishes the following proposition which was stated in [10] without
proof.

LEMMA 3.1. Eq. (3.1) is absolutely non-degenerate if only if either of the following conditions
holds true:

() PE)=C, 3 06CH)=Com s

or
(i) q=1,P(s)+Q(s)=0.
Eq. (3.1) is degenerate if and only if
P(s)=Cy, 3 0H(Cot)=1.

Substituting B from (3.8) in (3.4) leads to the proof of the following theorems which were formulated in
[10].

THEOREM 3.1. The uniqueness classes for the solution of the Cauchy problem for an absolutely
non-degenerate equation (3.1) are the same as those for the equation (without "loads") u,(x, ) = Pu(x,t).

THEOREM 3.2. The homogeneous degenerate IVP (3.1) (uy(x) = 0) has non-trivial solutions, with
compact support.

THEOREM 3.3. Suppose that Eq. (3.1) is of finite type a(0 <a < ) and that u(x) is a solution
of (3.1) with uy(x)=0. If

|ux,t)|s Ce*™*, x ER", t €[0,T], (3.13)

anda < a, thenu(x,t) = 0. For any a > a there exists a solution u(x, t) # 0 of (3.1) with ug(x) = 0 satisfying
(3.13).

The uniqueness classes for the solution of the Cauchy problem for the equation u,(x, t) = Pu(x, t)were

explored in [11] and consist of the functions that grow no faster than exp(a | x |*) as | x |- o, where a > 1
depends on the degree of P(s). Integral transformations can be used also in the study of EPCA.

4. SOLUTION FORMULAS.

The purpose of this section is to show that integral transforms can be successfully used to find the
solutions of IVP for linear partial differential equations with piecewise constant delay.

THEOREM 4.1. The solution of the problem

u(x,t) = a’u (x,t) - bu(x,[t]),  u(x,0)=uyx) 4.1)
is given by the formula
I b i b ¢-4] b .
- 350 (- ) () (e
b
+(1 - —Z)E(x,t +j —[t])) * Uy(x), 4.2)
a

where E(x,t) = exp(-x*/4a’t)2avnt and E (x, 0)  ug(x) = uo(x).
PROOF. Forn <t <n +1, Eq. (4.1) becomes

ux,t)=a’u_(x,t)-bu(x,n), (4.3)
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and the Fourier transform U(w, t) = F(u(x,t)) satisfies the equation
U(w,t) = -a’0’U(w,1) + bo’U(w,n),

whence
—azmz(l-n) b
U(w,t)=Ce +=U(w,n).
a
At t=n we have
b b
U(w,n)=C +—=U(w,n),C = (1 ——Z)U(m,n),
a a
and
U(w,t) = (%+(1 —%)e"’z“'z("")) U(w,n).
a a
At t=n+1 this gives
b
U(w,n + 1)-(%+(1 ——z)e"'z"’z)U(w,n)
a a
and
b b\ 2 "
U(w,n)= (?+ (1 —a—i)e ) U(w,0)

Substituting the binomial expansion of U(w,n) in (4.7) yields (4.2).

491

(4.4)

4.5)

(4.6)

4.7

(4.8)

(4.9)

THEOREM 4.2. The solution of Eq. (2.1) with the initial condition u(x, 0) = uy(x) is given by the

formula
b b
u(x,t) = ug(x) & (Folx,t) - = F(x,t) + 5 F(x,h[t/R])),
a a
where
T b i ] X!
P = 3(U1) = 5[0 e G-0me g e,

H(x)=1, for x > 0, and H(x)=0, for x <0.
PROOF. Fornh st <(n +1)h, we have
u,(x,t) = a’u_(x,t) - bu(x,nh),
and the two-sided Laplace transform U(s, ) = L ((x,)) satisfies the equation
U(s,t)= a’s?U(s,t)- bU (s), U,(s)=U(s,nh)

whence

%%t -nh b b
U(s,t)-(e " ’(1-—2—2)+a—2;3)u,(s).

as
At t=(n+1)h this gives
2, 2 b b
- a’hs 1=— v
Un +l(s) (e ( a2s2) +a2s2)Un(S)

and

(4.10)

@.11)

(4.12)

(4.13)

(4.14)

(4.15)
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a’hs? a? b\
U,.(S)=(e +(1-e"™ ﬁ) Uy(s),

Uo(s) =L (uo(x)).
Hence
and

Us,1) = Uo(s)éo(';) LA (i ) (1) (e -G -0

a¥s¥ S

b a’s %t -G -kW) b a’hs(n +k - j)

2.2¢ +32€ ),
a‘s ass

which proves the result.

THEOREM 4.3. The solution of Eq. (2.5) with u(x,0) = u(x) is given by the formula

u(x,t) = ug(x) = (F(x,1)- %F,(x,t) + %F,(x,h[t/h]),
a a

where F(x1) is defined in (4.11).
THEOREM 4.4. The solution of problem (2.6) is given by the formula

e, )=t 3 U1) @@ranip o) o e

+Q7 N @/0x)P,; , (x) # (F(x, h[/h ] = Fi(x, 1)),
where

=0

Fwnt)= 1) 1Bt -G ),

E(x) is the fundamental solution of (2.13), and P;(x) is the inverse Laplace transform of Pi(s).

(4.16)

4.17)

(4.18)

(4.19)

(4.20)

(4.21)

(4.22)

PROOF. The solution u,(x,t) of (2.6) on the interval nh st < (n + 1)h satisfies (2.7) - (2.8), and

for its two-sided Laplace transform in x we obtain the equation
U(s,t) + P(s)U(s,t) = Q(s)U,(s), U,(s) = U(s,n),
whence
U(s,t) = Ce T =) 4 P)Q(s)U,(s).
At t=nh we have
U,(s)=C +P™(s)2(s)U,(s)

and
U(s,t) = (e 7™ 4 (1 - e PN -"NPI9YU  (s).
At t-(n+1)h this gives
U,.i(s)= (™" +(1-e""P7Q)U,(s),
hence,

U,(s) = (e + (1 -eP)P'Q) Us)

(4.23)

(4.24)

(4.25)

(4.26)

(4.27)

(4.28)
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and

U,s) - Uo(s)lio(’;)g"l’"' b (i) (1o TOMe b (4.29)

=0

Therefore,

U(s,t) = i ('f)pr-fk’go(i) (~1)tePOC-G-b0

y=0\]

e3[f)er e S5 e

r=0\J
-i n Q,“P.,-lé J (~1)fe PO -G-b0) (4.30)
j<o\j K=o\k ’

which leads to (4.21).
Linear differential equations in Banach space with arguments [¢] and ¢ — n[t] have been studied in
[2]. Consider in a Banach space Y the equation
u'(t)=Au(t) +Bu([t]) (4.31)
with linear constant operatorsA: D(A) — Y and B: D(B) — Y, their domains D(A) CD(B) CY, and D(A)
is everywhere dense in Y. According to [2], a solution of Eq. (4.31) on [0, ) is a function u(#) satisfying
the conditions: (i) u(?) is continuous on [0, ) and its values lie in the domain D(A) for all ¢ €[0, ). (ii)
At each point  €[0, %) there exists a strong derivative u'(¢), with the possible exception of the points
[t] € [0, ) where one-sided derivatives exist. (iii) Eq. (4.31) is satisfied on each interval [n,n + 1) C[0, »)
with integral endpoints. The Cauchy problem on [0, ) is to find a solution of the equation on [0, %)
satisfying the initial condition
u(0)=u, €D(A). (4.32)
The properties of solutions to Eq. (4.31) with bounded operators are similar to those of solutions to systems
of ordinary differential equations which can be viewed as equations in a finite-dimensional Banach space.
Indeed, if A,B:Y — Y are bounded linear operators and A is bijective, then problem (4.31) - (4.32) on [0, =)
has a unique solution [2]
u(t) =Vt =[PV, (4.33)
where
V(t)=e* +(e*-NA"'B. (4.34)
This solution cannot grow to infinity faster than exponentially. If, in addition, there exists abounded inverse

of the operator V(1), then the solution has a unique backward continuation on (-, 0] given by formula
(4.33). The Cauchy problem

u'(t)=Au(t), u(0)=u,ED(A) (4.35)
is correctly posed on [0, ) if for any u, €ED(A) it has a unique solution, and this solution depends

continuously on the initial data in the sense that if u,(0) — O(,(0) ED(A)), then u,(¢) — 0 for the
corresponding solution at every ¢ € [0, ). If the Cauchy problem (4.35) is correct, its solution is given by
the formula

u(t)=T(tw, (4, EDA)), (4.36)
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where T(?) is a semigroup of strongly continuous operators for ¢ > 0. For many applications it is necessary
to extend the concept of solution of the Cauchy problem. A weakened solution of Eq. (4.35) on [0, ) is
a function u(z) which is continuous on [0, ), strongly continuously differentiable on (0, ) and satisfies
the equation there. By a weakened Cauchy problem on [0, ©) we mean the problem of finding a weakened
solution satisfying the initial condition u(0) = u,. Here the element u, may already not lie in the domain
of the operator A. Thus, the demands on the behavior of the solution at t=0 are relaxed. On the other hand,
we require the continuity of the derivative of the solution for ¢ > 0. However, for a correct Cauchy problem
this requirement is automatically satisfied. The following result has been proved in [2].
THEOREM 4.5. Suppose that Eq. (4.31) with linear constant operators A and B satisfies the

hypotheses:

(i)  The operator A is closed and has at least one regular point, the domain D(A) is dense in Y.

(ii)  The weakened Cauchy problem for Eq. (4.35) is correct on [0, ).

(iii) D(B)DD(A)and Bu €ED(A), for anyu ED(A).
Then on [0, ) problem (4.31) - (4.32) has a unique solution

u(t) = (T(t “[)+ J[ ] T( - s)Bds)kIﬁ['](T(l) + J; tl T(k -s)Bds)uo. (4.37)
Consider the initial value problem
2 AW, 0) + 1,45, D), (4.38)
u(x,0) = uy(x),

where u(x, 1) and uy(x) are m-vectors, x = (X, X5, ...,xy) ER",

AD)= 3 AD" (4.39)

a=(0),0,...,0y), |Q|=a; +ay+... + 0y, D =D{'...Dy, D, =idfax,(k = 1,2,...N), the coefficients
A, are given constant matrices of order m xm, and the m-vector f € C'([n,n +1)xL*(R"), LAR")),
n=0,1,2,.... The number r is called the order of the system. It is assumed that u, € LR"), and the
solutions sought are such that u(x, ) € LX(R"), for every t =z 0. Let p,(s), u(s), ..., i(s) be the eigenvalues
of the matrix A(s). The system

ou
Y AD)u (4.40)

is said to be parabolic by Shilov if
Rep(s)s—c|s [+b, j=1,....m
where h > 0, ¢ > 0, and b are constants.
THEOREM 4.6. Problem (4.38) has a unique solution on RY x [0, ) if system (4.40) is parabolic

by Shilov, the index of parabolicity & coincides with its order 7, and f € C*([n,n + 1) x L*(R"), L*(R")),
n=012,....

PROOF. For a fixed ¢ we may consider the solution u(x,?) as an element of L*(R"), and f(¢, u(x,[¢])

may be treated as an abstract function f(¢,u([t])) with the values in L2 Therefore, IVP (4.38) is reduced
to the abstract Cauchy problem
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‘(’1—“‘=Au cfu@D)y u|,.o=u EL. (4.41)

Applying to (4.40), with the initial condition u(x, 0) = u,(x), the Fourier transformation F in x produces the
system of ordinary differential equations

U(w,t) =A(w)U(w,t), (4.42)

with the initial condition U(w, 0) = Uy(w), where U(w, t) = F(u(x,t)), Uy(w) = F(uy(x)), and A (w) is a matrix

with polynomial entries depending on w = (w;,®,,...,wy). The solution of (4.42) is given by the formula

U(w, ) = e““U ). (4.43)

Parabolicity of (4.40) by Shilov implies that the semigroup (1) of operators of multiplication by e“®), for
t >0, is an infinitely smooth semigroup of operators bounded in L*(R"). Together with the requirement
h=r, this ensures that the Cauchy problem for (4.40) is uniformly correct in L*R") and all its solutions are
infinitely smooth functions of ¢, for ¢ >0. Since f is continuously differentiable, problem (4.41) has on
[0, 1) a unique solution

w(t) = T(u, + f T = $)f(s, ug)ds. (4.44)

Denoting u, = u(1), we can find the solution

u(t)=T(t - 1)u, + fl‘T(t — $)f(s, u,)ds (4.45)

of (4.41) on [1,2) and continue this procedure successively. If f(¢,u([¢])) = Bu([¢]), where B is a constant

matrix, the solution of (4.38) for t € [0, ) is given by (4.37). The theorem holds true if fincludes also the
derivatives of u(x,[t]) in x of order less than r, provided the initial function uy(x) is sufficiently smooth.
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