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The very first Séminaire Lotharingien de Combinatoire

The very first Séminaire Lotharingien de Combinatoire (SLC) took
place in Strasbourg March 8–9, 1980.

The real “father” of the SLC is Dominique Foata.
He started the SLC together with Adalbert Kerber (Bayreuth)
and Volker Strehl (Erlangen).
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The very first Séminaire Lotharingien de Combinatoire

Christian Krattenthaler 40 years of SLC
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Why “Lotharingien”?

Dominique Foata loves curious denominations. He explained in
his speech during the conference dinner of the 33th SLC in
Freiberg:
When the Séminaire was founded in 1980, Adalbert Kerber was
already in Bayreuth. However, he had spent his years as Dozent in
Aachen. Aachen and Strasbourg certainly belonged to
Lotharingen, Lothar Regnum, then Lothringen, Lorraine, . . . , in
any case to a kingdom that hardly ever existed. Erlangen, the town
where Volker Strehl comes from, belonged to the kingdom of
Ludwig the German, another grandson of Charlesmagne, and can
be considered, in a wider sense, as part of Lotharingen. But we
needed a name for the Séminaire. In the meantime, Adalbert had
decided to stay in Bayreuth, a town even farther from the
“Mittelreich”! But the idea was already born, and the name of the
Séminaire spread in the mathematical world as ‘Séminaire
Lotharingien de Combinatoire (Bayreuth, Erlangen, Strasbourg)’.
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40 years of Séminaire Lotharingien de Combinatoire

Until 1996, sessions of the SLC took place alternatingly 2 or 3
times per year. From 1997 on, the frequency was “lowered” to
having an SLC twice per year.

This year is the first where only one SLC takes place!
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40 years of Séminaire Lotharingien de Combinatoire

From 1980 to 1999, organisation of the SLCs was essentially
rotating between the three “bosses” Dominique Foata,
Adalbert Kerber, Volker Strehl, sometimes helped by
Italian colleagues (in particular by Marilena Barnabei and
Flavio Bonetti).

In 2000, Dominique Foata and Adalbert Kerber stepped
down, and since then it is Volker Strehl, Jean-Yves
Thibon and myself who are organising the SLCs.
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Some special SLCs:

SLC 1+3 (1980/81, Strasbourg, Le Kleebach): 36 participants

SLC 42 (1998, Maratea; Andrews-Fest): 51 participants

SLC 50 (2003, Domaine Saint Jacques): 74 participants

SLC 52 (2004, Domaine Saint Jacques; Lascoux-Fest): 67
participants

SLC 54 (2005, Lucelle; Viennot-Fest): 78 participants

SLC 78 (2017, Domaine Saint Jacques; Thibon-Fest): 82
participants

SLC 81 (2018, Strobl; Krattenthaler-Fest): 79 participants

SLC 84 (2020, Joyeuse): 0 participants

SLC 85 (2020, Strobl): 8 participants
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