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Resonances created by a conical intersection
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1 Introduction
We consider the semiclassical Schrodinger operator
P =—-h?A,; + V(z), (1)
where h is a small parameter, and consider the equation
Pu = zu, (2)

where z is a spectral parameter. In this report, we restrict ourselves to a
model of two-dimensional and two-level Schrodinger operator whose potential
is given by
1 T2
V(iE) - ( T2 —I1 ) T = (1:1’12)7 (3)
and study the semicalssical distribution of the resonances of P (see [2] for
more details).

A typical potential which generates resonances is a well in an island. This
potential has a well in a compact set but decays to 0 at infinity. Then the
operator P has no positive eigenvalues, but instead, it has resonances close to
the eigenvalues of the corresponding simple well operator, i.e. the operator
with V(z) modified suitably out of the compact set. In particular the reso-
nances at the non-degenerate minimum of the potential well are exponentially
close to the real axis with respect to h ([6]) and called shape resonances .

Another typical potential is a matrix valued potential. Suppose V(z) is
a 2 X 2 matrix and let v1(z), ve(x) be its eigenvalues (which we often call
eigenpotentials) with vi(z) < vo(z). Suppose va(z) has a well so that the
scalar operator P, = —h%A + vy(z) has eigenvalues, while v1(z) decays, say
to —oo at infinity. Then P has no eigenvalues but resonances. In case where
v1(z) < vo(z) for all z, these resonances are exponentially close to the real
axis with respect to h ([7], (8], [1]).

Our potential (3) has eigen-potentials v (z) = —|z| and vo(z) = |z|, inter-
secting conically at the origin z = 0. The spectrum of the single Schrédinger
operator Py = —h%A; + |z| consists of countably many eigenvalues (of finite
multiplicity) tending to +o0o, while the spectrum of P, however, does not have
any eigenvalue.

In this report, we fix a positive interval on the real axis of the complex
z-plane and look for resonances of P near this interval.



Let us cousider the motion of the classical particle whose Hamiltonian is
p2(z, &) = |€[*+|x|. It is realized by a small ball on a table (z-plane) connected
by a string to another ball on the other extremity which is pendent through
a small hall (z = 0) of the table. If the ball has a small but positive angular
momentum, then it moves along an ellipse-like periodic orbit, while the other
ball moves up and down. The smaller the angular momentum is, the closer to
the hall the ball passes.

The quantum ball, however, falls down through the hall with some positive
probability by a quantum effect. The imaginary part of resonances represents
the inverse of the life span for the quantum ball to be on the table.

"This situation is similar to the one-dimensional well in an island but at the
top of the lower barricr top, in the sense that a trapped classical trajectory is
connected to a non-trapped one through a stationary point. At the top of the
lower barrier top, the corresponding classical mechanics defined by the classical
Hamiltonian p(z,£) = [¢|2+V(x) has a homoclinic trajectory ([3]). Also in our
case, we will see in the next section that the reduced Hamiltonian py(r, p, h)
(5) for each angular momentum has a homoclinic orbit. The resonances are
created by this homoclinic orbit and, in particular, thier imaginary part, which
we expect to be no longer exponentially small, is governed by the behavior of
solutions near the stationary point.

2 Results

Making use of the particularity of the operator P, (2) can be reduced to a
sequence of one-dimensional first order systems. Let

N 1 —iz-£/h
= _— e u(z)dr
)= 57 | (@)
be the semiclassical Fourier transform of u, and using the polar coordinate
(é1,&2) = r(cos ¢, sin @), we develop i to the Fourier series with respect to ¢:

a({) — p1/2 ( cos¢ —sing ) Ze_i(l+1/2)¢wz(?‘)-

sing cos¢

lez
Then (2) is reduced to
Py(r,hDy,h)w; = zw; (I € N), 4)
where the symbol p; of the operator P, is
r2—p h(l- %) /T
pl(r’ P h) = ( h(l _ %)/,’, r2 +p . - (5)

(4) is also written in the form

.’E%u = A(r,h)u, A(r,h)= ( _h?:—- %)/r h(i “i%/r ) . ©
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In this system, the origin r = 0 is a regular singular point of indiccs
+(l - $), and r = 00 is a irregular singular point.

Let u}, fL be the solutions to (4) defined by the following asymptotic
conditions respectively:

u%,(r,h)wl—l/z( ! ) (r —0),

-1

) SR (0} gy e 8 (0) (s,

uf) can be expressed as linear combination of fi and f:

up = ¢ (z, h)fL + (2, h)fL.
Then the resonances of P are characterized as follows:

Proposition 2.1 z € C is a resonance if and only if there exists | € N such
that ¢l (2, h) = 0.

Let us fix a positive interval J = [a,b],a > 0. For z € I and sufficiently
small h, the Hamilton vector field Hy, on the energy surface {(, p); det(p;(r, p)—
z) = 0} has a periodic orbit 7}(z, k). Indeed, the Hamilton flow exp tHy, co-
incides, as a set , with the energy surface itself, and it is given by

r2

Hence the periodic orbit exists inside the domain bounded by p = r? — 2,
p = —r? + z and the p-axis, and it converges to the boundary in the limit
h— 0.

This orbit generates the resonanees. Let S'(z,h) = f'r pdr be the action
integral for this orbit. By Stokes theorem, it is given by

k]
r

T1
Sem=2 [\ - -naa- T &
o 2

where rg and r1 (0 < 7o < 71) are the first two zeros of the function in the
square root, i.e. the intersections of the orbit with the r-axis. S!(z, h) has the
following asymptotic property:

Lemma 2.2 One has
S'(z,h) = §z3/2 +7(l - %)h + O(h?|log h) (7)

as h — 0 uniformly with respect to z € I.
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The following theorem is a Bohr-Sommerfcld type quantization condition
of resonances:

Theorem 2.3 Given 29 € I and | € N, there exist ¢ > 0, hyg > 0 and
a function 6(z, h) defined in {(z,h) € C x Ry;|z — 20| < €,0 < h < hg} and
tending to 0 as h — 0, such that the following equivalence holds for sufficiently
small h:

d(z,h)=0 o e‘i"/ﬂ/%}f 1+ %)z-a/‘*eis‘(zv")/h +1=46(z,h). (8)

The right hand side of (8) can be written, roughly speaking, in the form
of the generalized Bohr-Sommerfeld quantization condition

c(z,R)eSEM =1 ¢(z,h) ~ co(2)e™ R,

where S(z), co(z) are real-valued functions and 8, « are real numbers. Let us
look for roots of this equation near a real point z = 29. Supposing that S(z)
is analytic near z = 2, we replace S(z) by Sy + S1(z — zp). Then by an easy
calculation, we see that the roots z satisfy

~So+ (2k—-O)rh o

1
- i — hlog —
T S ’ S1 log h

for some integer k. The set of roots make a complex sequence pararell to the
real axis, and the interval of the succesive roots is 2rh/S; and the imaginary
part is —g-hlog % 0 is called Maslov inder. In the usual Bohr-Sommerfeld
condition for a simple perodic trajectory, Sy is the action, S; is the period and
c(z,h) =-1,ie. #=1and a = 0.

In our case, we see from Lemma 2.2 and Theorem 2.3 that S(z) = %zs/ 2
0=1+ % and o = % More precisely, we obtain the following corollary about
the semiclassical distribution of resonances. Here, we take A = z3/2 as spectral
parameter and, putting I = I%/2, look for resonances in {A € C_;Re) €
I, Im X = o(1) as h — 0}. For each k,! € N, we put Ay = 37 (8k—4l—1) and

Ty(h) = {Axth — 8z(hlog P hlog -—/\—klh—-.

);k € Z s.t. \yh € f}

Corollary 2.4  For any N € N, there exists ho(N) > 0 such that for any
h € (0,ho(N)) and A € |, Ti(h) there is a resonance z of the operator P

with A = 2%/ = o(h) uniformly for all A € ;¢ y T1(h)

Notice that Ayh € I, and hence the second term of the imaginary part
of A € Ty(h) is of O(h) and smaller than the first term. Thus, I';(k) is an
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almost horizontal sequence of complex points in the A-plane, and |J,<y [i(h)
is a latticc which consists of N horizontal sequences. Theorem 2.4 means that
for a fixed positive interval I, we can find as many horizontal sequences of
resonances as we want for sufficiently small h, whose imaginary part increases
as the angular momentum number does.

3 Methods

The resonances are crcated by the periodic orbit v!(z, h) and roughly speak-
ing, the quantization condition (8) is the condition that any WKB solution
microlocally defined on a point on 4 coincides with the one obtained after a
continuation along this orbit.

In this section, we briefly review two technical elements.

One is the exact WKB method for 2 x 2 systems, which is a natural ex-
tension of the method of Gérard and Grigis [4] applied to single Schrédinger
operators.

The other is the microlocal reduction to a normal form of our operator at
the point (r, p) = (1/z,0), which is a hyperbolic stationary point of detp; in
the limit A — 0.

In the following subscctions, we will use the notation (z, £) instead of (r, p).

3.1 Exact WKB solution
Here, the WKB solution is the solution of (6), which is of the form

u(z, h) = e¥ENAQ(z)w(z, h), 9)

wam~(é) (h—0),

where the phase function ¢(z, h) is a primitive of an eigenvalue of A, and the
principal symbol Q(z, k) is a matrix which diagonalize A. In our case, trA =0

and hence .
am:x/NMamna. (10)

Let us take, say, the plus one here. Moreover, we can choose @ such that
Q' MQ is off-diagonal (this choice is unique up to multiplication by a diagonal
constant matrix):

Q7'AQ =

(m 0 ) a1

0 —+vdet A

@ =-( 0, “) 0
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Then the function w in (9) satisfies

dw 0 0 0 ¢~
EE+(0 2i¢’/h)w:<c+ 0 )“" (13)

We can construct a solution of this system in the form

w(m,h)=i( e ) (14)

Won—
n=0 2n-1

by determining inductively the functions wy(z, h) by

w-1=0, wy=1, (15)
and for n > 1,
Lwm = ¢ W1,
v (16)
(% + ‘l}?‘) Wop-1 = ct W2n -2,

Let zo be a point where A is holomorphic and regular (i.e. det A # 0).
Then c; and c_ are holomorphic at zg and the differential equations (16) with
initial conditions at z = xg

Wplg=ze =0 (n2>1) (17)

uniquely determine the sequence of holomorphic functions {wn(z, h; 20) }S2 _,
and the sum (14) converges in a neighborhood of zg.

A WKB solution (9) is said to be defined microlocally on the Lagrangian
manifold A = {(z,£);€ = ¢/(z)}. In our case, 7' consists of two Lagrangian
manifolds and two points

v = Ar UA_ U {(r0,0)} U{(r1,0)},

where Ay = {(z,£);§ = £V det A}. {(ro,0)} and {(r1,0)} are the point which
tends as h — 0 to the singularity (0,0) and the stationary point (y/z,0) of p
respectively.

The main problem reduces to the connection between the WKB solutions
defined microlocally on A, and that defined of A_ at the points (rg,0) and
(r1,0). In the next section, we focus to the study at (r1,0), which indeed
governs the imaginary part of resonances (see Introduction).

3.2 Normal form

In this section, we reduce the operator P near (r1,0) to a simpler one. More
precisely, we transform the equation (6) to a simple microlocal normal form

_o oY
Qw-(), Q_ (_% _hDy)a



microlocally near the point (z,£) = (y/z,0), where v = (2, k) is a constant

satisfying

1-1/2
V2

This reduction is carried out in three steps.

First, by the change of variable y = ¢(z) with

¢(z) = (z - v7) Rz — v3) + 2v/2) /2,

hDyo(y) = ( _he(y) ’"fgj’) )v(y),

7(‘2’ h) =

2734+ O(R?). (18)

(6) becomes

where v(y) = v(¢(z)) = u(x) and

(3(z - v3) +2/3)2
z(z + /z) '
The second step makes the off-diagonal entries constant modulo O(h™).

We can construct a matrix-valued C*°-symbol satisfying M (y, h) = Id + O(h)
such that

)

P(y) = Y(¢(x)) = (1 - (19)

N

w(y, h) = M(y, h)v(y, h),

satisfies

hDy -y -y - ~
("7 o) T h) = Hate, (20)

where « satisfies (18) and r(y, h) = O(h*) uniformly in an interval around
y = 0 together with all its derivatives.

The last step is to rotate the operator by the angle 7/4 in the phase space
by the integral operator

where ¢ = €"™/8(v/2rh)~/2 is a normalizing constant. This operator satisfies
the relations

R(hDy —y) = ~V2yR,  R(hD,+y) = V2hD,R. (21)

Multiplying a cut off function x and then operating R from the left to equation
(20), we obtain from (21)

Qu(y,h) = ——1\/—512 (x ) (g, )y, h) — ihX (u)(y, b)) -

The right hand side is of O(h*) uniformly in a nieghborhood of y = 0 together
with its all derivatives.
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