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1. INTRODUCTION

We consider the three-dimensional Navier-Stokes equations for viscous
incompressible flows in the whole space

Ow—Av+ (v-Viv+Vp =0, (z,t) € R3 x (0,T),
(NS) Vv =0 (z,t) € R® x (0,7),
U|t_—_0 = Vo T e R3.

Here v = v(z,t) = (vi(z,t),v2(x,t),vs3(z,t)) and p = p(z,t) denote un-
known velocity field and pressure field, respectively. With the notation of
L2(R?) = {u € (L*(R®))® | V-u = 0 in the sense of distributions}, we recall
that a weak solution to (NS) with initial velocity vy € L2(R3) is defined as
a vector field v € L*®(0,T; L2(R3)) N L2(0, T; (H*(R3))3) satisfying

T
/ / (v-Bp+v-(v:V)p— Vv Vy)dzdt = —/ vo(z) - p(z, 0)dz,
o Jr

R3
for all ¢ € (C§°(R® x [0,T))® with V - ¢ = 0. The existence of weak
solutions to the Navier-Stokes equations for viscous incompressible flows is
well-known; see Leray [6] and Hopf [4].
In this report we are interested in axisymmetric flows, that is, the velocity
v is written in the form v = v,e, + vyey + v3e3, where

—T2 I
= ——7_)07 = _‘—,_‘,O, = 0,0,1, = 2 2,
e, i ), € (r . ) e3 = ( ), T=1/x}+ 23

and
Vp = vp(7, T3, 1), Vg = vo(r, T3,t), vz = v3(r,T3,1).

The associated vorticity field w = V x v = w,e, + wgeg + wzes is then

given by
1

(1.1) Wy = —03vp, Wy = 030, — O,U3, W3 = ;3r(7”vo)~

Even in the presence of the axial symmetry, the regularity of weak so-
lutions to (NS) is not known in general, if the swirling component of the
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velocity, i.e., vg, is not trivial. On the other hand, due to the results of
Caffarelli-Kohn-Nirenberg [2], it is well-knwon that if there is any singular-
ity of axisymmetric suitable weak solutions to (NS), it must be along the
symmetry axis 7 = 0. So in the case of axisymmetric solutions there is a
possibility to get uniform bounds of weighted LP norms of vorticity if the
weight is suitably set near r = 0. From this motivation we introduce the
following weighted norms for axisymmetric functions

1 [e%) %
(1.2) ||f|lL§=< / / r# £ (r, 25) Prdrdazs + / / lf(r,xa)l”rdrdxs) ,

where k£ > 0 and p € [1,00). The case p = 00 is defined in the same manner.

For smooth initial data, the problem in this direction was firstly discussed
by Chae-Lee [3], and they obtained wy € L*(0,T;L3). Their result was
improved by Kim [5], in which it is proved that ws € L*°(0,T; L}) with
k = (5p—6)/p, 2 < p < co. Recently, the end point case (k,p) = (5, 00) was
established by Burke-Zhang [1]. For w, and w3, it is proved that w,,ws; €
L>®(0,T;L2) in [5], and wy,ws € L*=(0,T; L$3) in [1]. Although it is not
difficult to see that their arguments can be applied to axisymmetric weak
solutions satisfying the strong energy inequality, as far as the author knows,
it is not obtained for the case without the strong energy inequality.

In this report we introduce the results of [7], in which the known weighted
estimates are improved and such estimates are obtained for any axisymmet-
ric weak solutions.

Theorem 1.1 ([7]). Let v € L®(0,T; L2(R®)) N L%(0, T; (H'(R®))3) be an
azisymmetric weak solution to (NS) with initial data vo € L2(R3). Then for
all § € (0,T) we have

(1.3) wg € L=(6,T; Ly, ), ki = ; - %, 2 < p<oo,
(1.4) wg € L=(6,T; L77,4.), forall €>0,

(1.5) wr,w3z € L®(8, T, LY)),  ka=3— %, 2 < p< oo,
(1.6) wr,w3 € L*(6,T; Lg,), forall e>0.

In Theorem 1.1 we do not need to assume that v satisfies the energy
inequality. Let us focus on the case p = 2 in Theorem 1.1. Then one will
see that the estimates for w, and ws are natural from the scaling point of
view. Indeed, it is easy to see that rw and v have "the same scaling”,
that is, both have an invariant property with respect to the same scaling
A(r, x3,t) = Af(Ar, Axz, A?t). So it is expected that we might show the
components of w belong to L>(4,T; L), 6 € (0,T), from the assumption
v € L°°(0,T; L2(R?)), and this is indeed valid at least for w, and ws by
Theorem 1.1. However, there is an essential difficulty in obtaining this



regularity for wy. Especially, it is still open if wy € L*®(8,T; L?) holds in
general.

The reason why we can obtain better bounds for w, and ws is that they
are directly related with the swirling component of the velocity, i.e., vg (see
1.1), for which we have the L bound of rvs as follows.

Theorem 1.2 ([7]). Let v € L>°(0,T; L2(R%)) N L%(0, T; (H'(R?))?) be an
azisymmetric weak solution to (NS) with initial data vy € LZ(R®). Then for
all 6 € (0,T) we have

(1.7) v € L®(8,T; L).

For smooth axisymmetric solutions of the Navier-Stokes equations the a
priori bound of vy € L*°(0,T'; LY®) when vg|;—¢ € L$° is already known; for
example, see [3]. In fact, it is well-known that the equation for rvy enables us
to apply the maximum principle to rvy at least when v is smooth. But some
additional arguments are required under the weak regularity assumptions
on v as in Theorem 1.2 in order to verify the estimates of the maximum
principle type.

The key step of the proofs of Theorem 1.1 and 1.2 is to analyze the axisym-
metirc solutions to the linear second-order parabolic equations with a diver-
gence free drift term in the cylindrical coordinates. The divergence free drift
term, written as u,0,+u303 in the cylindrical coordinates, is assumed to have
the regularity u, € L>®(0,T; L?(rdrdzs)) N L2(0,T; H'(rdrdzs)) and uz €
L>®(0,T; L*(rdrdzs))NL%(0, T; H'(rdrdzs)). Here LP(rdrdzs), H (rdrdzs),
and H'(rdrdzs) are defined as

IP(rdrdzs) = {f = f(r,zs) € IP(R2) | ||f]lp < 00}, B2 = (0,00) X R,
H'(rdrdzs) = {f € L*(rdrdzs) | 8,f, dsf € L2},

f]l(rdrda;g) = {f € H'(rdrdzs) | % € L2}

The norms of these function spaces are set in the natural way. The
important fact in the axisymmetric framework is that three-dimensional
nature of the problem appear only near the symmetry axis r = 0, and
the equation is essentially two-dimensional if it is away from the symmetry
axis. Focusing on this property, we will establish the regularity estimates for
axisymmetric solutions to the linear parabolic equations with a divergence
free drift term. In particular, our estimates reflect two-dimensional nature
of the problem away from the symmetry axis; see Lemma 2.1 and Lemma
2.2. The detailed proofs of these lemmas are given in [7]. The key tool in the
proofs is an interpolation inequality, which is special to three-dimensional
axisymmetric functions; see Lemma 2.4 below.
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2. LINEARIZED PROBLEM AND KEY LEMMA

In this section we state key lemmas on the axisymmetirc solutions to the
linear second-order parabolic equations with a divergence free drift term.
Then a brief outline of the proofs of Theorem 1.1 and Theorem 1.2 will be
also given.

We first observe that the vorticity w defined by (1.1) and the swirling
component of the velocity, vg, satisfy the following equations

1 1
(2.1) Oyw,+v,.0prwy + V303w, = Bfwr+;8rwr+8§wr—;Ewr+8rvrwr+w303vr,
9 1 5 1 1 1, ,
(22) Oywe + 0,.0,wy + V303w = 8Tw9+ ;8,&)9 +83w9 - T—2w9 + ;’Urw‘g-}- ;83’1)9,

1
(2.3) Oyws + v-0pws3 + V303w3 = (936% + ;&wg + 0%&)3 + O3v3wW3 + Wr0p V3.

1 1 r
(2.4) OrVg + v, 0rVg + 1V305v9 = 83’09 + ;8,.1)9 + 8§Ug — T—2’Ug — %—vg.
Let us introduce the weight function ®(r) as
(2.5) O(r) = xa(r)r* + x5(r), 120,

where x; is a smooth nonnegative cut-off function such that x;(r) = 1 for
0 <r <1landyx(r) =0for r > 2, and x§(r) = 1 — x1(r). Then by
considering ®w and ®xvy and using (2.1)-(2.4), Theorem 1.1 and Theorem
1.2 are essentially reduced to the regularity problem for solutions to the
linear problem

(2.6)

{ Btw—Lw=f+-i—+8rhr+63h3, (r,23) € (0,00) x R, t >0,
Wlr=0 =0,  w|=0 = wo,

where
141
(2.7) Lw = O*w+
r
Here !, € R and l; > 0 are given numbers, and a,, as, b, u,, us, f, g, h., hs, wo
are given functions which possess suitable regularities. We also assume that
(u,, ug) satisfies the divergence free condition: u,/r+ 0,u,+03uz = 0. Then
the formal adjoint operator L* of L with respect to the inner product of
L*(rdrdzs) under the zero boundary condition at r = 0 is given by

2 0w+ 02w+ (b— %)w— (ur+a,)0rw—(us+asz)Osw.

1-1 . I
(2.8)L*w = 0w+ ~0,w + 03w + (fr— + Opay + Oza3 + b — r_i)w

”
+(ur + ar)0rw + (us + a3)Fzw.



Note that (2.1)-(2.3) have to be considered in the very weak sense, for
we have only w € L?*(0,T; L*(R?)) at the first stage. For this reason we
introduce a definition of very weak solutions to (2.6).

We say that w € L?(0,T; L} (rdrdzs)) is a very weak solution to (2.6)
with initial data wg € L} (rdrd:cg) if

loc

i ‘
-/ /w(atq)-&-L*cp)da:dt = /wogo(-,O)dx+/ (f+ )tpd:cdt
0o Jrs R3 0

(2.9) / / —p + h,Orp + h3Ozp)dzdt,
R3

for all € C3°(R% x [0,T)). In (2.9) the notation [p, dz is interpreted as
fRi rdrdzs and L* is the operator defined by (2.8). On the other hand,

as usual, we say that w € L°°(0,T'; L*(rdrdz3)) N L?(0, T; H'(rdrdzs)) is a
weak solution to (2.6) if

T
(2.10)/ / { — w8 + (u,80,w + uzB3w)p + (Grwdrip + Ozwdsp)dzdt
0o Jrs
T ll l2
= / wop(+, 0)dz + / / {=0w — a,;0,w — azfsw + (b — — )w}pdrdt
R3 0 rR3 T r

T
‘*‘/ (f + g)goda:dt ~/ / (— + h.0.p + h3O3p)dzdt,
o JRrs R

3 T

for all ¢ € Cg°(R2 % [0,T)). Clearly, if w is a weak solution, then it is a
very weak solution.

The following lemma for very weak solutions to (2.6) is the key of the
proofs of Theorem 1.1. For simplicity we consider the case 2 < p < 0o in
the theorem.

Below we always assume that there are m;, ms € (3/2, 00] such that

( u, € L>®(0,T; L2 (rdrdzs)) N L2(0, T; H (rdrdzs)),
uz € L*>°(0,T; L2 (rdrdz3)) N L?(0, T; H(rdrdzxs)),
(2.11) ¢ wp € L¥(rdrdzs),
ar, az € L*(0,T; L*™ (rdrdzs)), b € L>(0,T; L™ (rdrdzs)),
| f€L*0,T; Ls(rdrdzs)), g, he, hs € L2(0,T; L?(rdrdzs)).

Lemma 2.1 ([7]). Let (2.11) holds and l, > 0. Assume further that
ar/r, Opay, Osaz € L®(0,T; L™ (rdrdxzs)). Let w € L?(0,T;L?(rdrdxs))
be a very weak solution to (2.6) satisfying

(2.12) % € L*(0,T; L*(rdrdzs)).

Then w € L*(0,T; L*(rdrdzs)) N L2(0, T; H (rdrdzs)).
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If in addition there are p € (2,00), 1 € (1,p, ¢ € (1,p/2], i = 2,3,4,
such that

2pg
r57% f € Lintas (0,T; L% (rdrdzs)), 1 7 g € Liwmaa=s (0, T; L*(rdrdzs)),
r» T h, € Limsims (0,T; L (rdrdas)), v % hy € Lt (0,T; L (rdrdas)),
then w € L*(6, T; LP(rdrdzs)) for all § > 0,

The key lemma for Theorem 1.2 is stated as follows.

Lemma 2.2 ([7]). Let (2.11) holds and l, > 0. Assume further that
a,/r, Oya,, Osas € L®(0,T; L™ (rdrdzs)). Let w € L*(0,T; L*(rdrdzs))
be a very weak solution to (2.6) satisfying

(2.13) -L;-) € L*(0,T; L*(rdrdxs)).

Then w € L(0, T; L*(rdrdzs)) N L2(0, T; H (rdrdzs)).
If in addition there are k; > 0 and ¢; € (1,00), i = 1,2,3,4, such that

2q
r*%f € L%(O, T; L9 (rdrdzs)), r“ﬁ?g € L"JT-LI(O, T; L*2%2 (rdrdzs)),
Tk, € LRS1(0,T; L9 (rdrdzs)), 1 %ihs € La1 (0, T; L4+ (rdrdas)),
then w € L*°(8,T; L®(rdrdzs)) for all 6 > 0,

Remark 2.3. It is possible to generalize the regularity assumptions on
a,, az, b. But we omit it since it is not essential in this work.

Lemma 2.1 and Lemma 2.2 are proved through two steps. Under the
assumptions of lemmas we first establish the existence of weak solutions to
(2.6) satisfying the desired regularities. In particular, for the L*> estimates
in Lemma 2.2 we use the Nash-Moser iteration arguments. Next we prove
the uniqueness of very weak solutions to (2.6). In this second step the
condition w/r € L?(0,T; L?(rdrdxs)) is essential, which is satisfied by ®xw
and ®,vg at least when k& > 1. These two steps clearly ensure the regularity
of very weak solutions to (2.6).

In the proofs of the above lemmas the following Sobolev embedding the-
orem, which is special to three-dimensional axisymmetric functions, plays
important roles.

Lemma 2.4. Let f € L>®(0,T; L3(rdrdzs)) N L*(0, T; H'(rdrdzs)). Then
ri/2f e L%/?=2(0,T; LF(R%)) for each 2 < p < 0o, and the inequality

(2.14)  |rz £l
holds.

Lp_ez(o T;LP(R2 )) ”f”L'*’(OT Hl(rdrdacg))“f||[/°°(0TLz(Td""sz))’
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Proof of Lemma 2.4. Here we give a sketch of the proof of Lemma 2.4.
By the integration by parts, we observe that for all f € H'(rdrdzs),
(2.15)

1 1
/ l&»(rﬁf(t, T, x3))l2drdx3 = / jarf(r, .’]33)’27'd7"dx3+1 /
R? R

l———————f(r’ z3) |*rdrdzs.
R% r

Hence from the Gagliardo-Nirenberg inequality we have
(2.16)

1 =, 1 1-2 1,2 1-2 2
I Flissgy < CITEE Dl It Al < O e iy

for each p € [2,00). Here V = (8,,8s). Then it is easy to see that ril2f €
L*#/®=2(0,T; LP(R%)) if f € L>®(0,T; L*(rdrdzs)) N L*(0, T; H'(rdrdzs))
and (2.14) holds. This completes the proof.

By using Lemma 2.1 - 2.4 we obtain the main theorems in the following
manner. The whole proof will be given in [7].

(1) We first establish the L*(4,T; L2 /o) bound of wy by making use of
Lemma 2.1. Indeed, after direct calculations we see that ®rwy satisfies the
following equation in the very weak sense:

— l
(2.17) Qw+v,Grw+vz03w = 83w—|—1 2k8,rw+6§w—aarw+(b—;§)w+F,
where
(2.18)
I+k* -1 1+k o ko @
F= 2 Prwe + UTWG( - D + Tkxll +(xi) — ;X1) + TkaB('Ug)-

Here [ > 0 and a, b are smooth bounded functions depending only on r
defined by
2 k.t c\/ k c
(219)  a(r) = &;‘(7“ X1+ (x1)" — =x1),
k r

1-2k, . k? .
(Xl) +7‘5X1)

1 . _
(2200 b(r) = =g (r"x” + (6))® + 71X+

2®/ v c\/ k C
+ q)ik (TkX,1 +(x1)' — ;Xl)'

The key observation here is that if £ > 3/2 then we can write F in the
form f + g/r + O,h, + Osh3 with the regularities stated in (2.11).

(2) Next we establish L*°(4, T'; L$°) bound of vp from Lemma 2.2. We see
that ®,vy satisfies the following equation in the weak sense
(2.21)

1-—-2k 1—k?
Opw + v Opw + V303w = 2w +

Orw + 05w+ (b—

Jw—ad,w+ H,

r2
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where a and b are functions defined by (2.19) and (2.20), and

k—1 ' o ko
(222) H = vy O +rx + (x3) — ;Xl)'

In fact, the result of (1) implies that H satisfies the conditions in Lemma
22if k> 1.

(3) Thirdly we establish the L>(§,T; L?) bound of w,, ws from Lemma
2.1. We can check that ®pw, and ® w3 respectively satlsfy the following
equations in the very weak sense

(2.23) ow — Lw = G,, Ow — Lw = G,

where L is the operator defined by (2.7) and
L4k —1 k . ok

G, = ——— D + vrwr(;% + 75X+ (1) = ~x7) + Pu(Brvpwy + walsvy),
I+ k?

k k
Gs = Prws + vrwg( & + r*x) + (x5) — ;xf) + @ (O3v3w3 + wyOrV3).

~ Then the special structures of G, and G3 enable us to use the result of
(2) effectively, and we can show that if k¥ > 1 then G, and G5 are written
in the form g/r + 0,h, + O3hs with the regularities stated in (2.11).

(4) Finally we establish from Lemma 2.1 the L*(4,T;L}) bounds of
wy, Wy, ws, by the bootstrap arguments.
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