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Student’s t-statistics for population time-series

AR 8
KEREHR L v ¥ — FRIKEFRR

H.-S. Niwa
National Research Institute of Fisheries Science, Yokohama 236-8648, Japan
Hiro.S.Niwa@fra.affrc.go.jp

The nature of the negative feedback relationship between population growth rate and density is
at the heart of population ecology. Although a priori density dependence can be expected in real
populations, when plotting data on the form of the density-dependent relationship, ecologists have
been confounded by considerable noise around each relationship. We anticipate, however, that the
density-dependent relationships are statistically visible on long runs of observation: the negative
relationship between mean growth rate and mean abundance, conditioned on a current population
size that is larger (or smaller) than the equilibrium size, will be seen in the time-series data. If the
conditional expectation is in the range of uncertainty in locating the population equilibrium, it is
difficult to judge whether the system is heading toward the equilibrium point in the population time-
series. | here estimate the probability that the negative relationship is visible in the mean behavior
of population dynamics. In order to calculate the probability, the original time-series are analyzed at
different resolutions by constructing a coarse-grained time-series. The Student’s t-statistic is built to
quantify the ability to infer density dependence from a given (long) observation series
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