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Test vectors and central L-values for GL(2)

Daniel File, Kimball Martin, Ameya Pitale

Abstract

This note is a write-up of our results on test vectors for GL(2) and their applications
to central L-values, presented by the third author in the RIMS conference on automorphic
forms (2014, Jan 20-24). This note also serves as a summary of our recent paper [2].

1 Local results

Let F be a local non-archimedean field of characteristic 0. Let o,p,w be the ring of integers,
prime ideal and uniformizer for F. Let G = GLa(F'). Let L be a degree 2 extension of F (could
be F & F). Let m be an irreducible, admissible representation of G with conductor c¢(r). Let A
be a character of L* with conductor ¢(A). Embed L* in GLy(F) as a torus T'(F). Assume that
A|px = wy, the central character of .

A natural question to ask is whether Homp(g)(m, A) is zero or not. In particular, we want
to know if there exists a linear functional ¢ : V; — C such that £ # 0 and 4(n(t)v) = A(t)4(v)
for all t € T(F) and v € V;. It is a theorem of Waldspurger [10] that

dim Homz ) (m,A) < 1.

More precise information, in terms of epsilon factors, is given by the work of Saito [8] and
Tunnell [9].
14+€e(1/2, 7L X A)wr(—1)

2 ?
where 71, is the base change of 7 to GLa(L). Let us assume that the above condition is satisfied
for m and A and let 0 # ¢ € Homqp)(m, A). A vector v € V; is called a test vector for £ if
£(v) # 0. For applications, we need test vectors satisfying further conditions. For this purpose,
let us define a good test vector for £ to be a test vector v for ¢ satisfying the following two
conditions.

dim Homppy(m, A) =

i) We have v € VX, where K is a compact subgroup of G such that dim VX = 1.
ii) The compact subgroup K in i) depends only on the conductors ¢(r) and c(A) of 7 and A.

Let us remark on the above two conditions. The first is a matter of computational convenience.
In a trace formula application to central L-values, we need to compute some local integrals which
simplify greatly if the test vector satisfies condition i) above. The second condition is crucial
for average L-value applications. We wish to take an average over all new forms of a fixed level,
which would mean that the local non-archimedean representation will have a fixed conductor
but otherwise completely arbitrary. In [3], Gross and Prasad obtained the first results on good
test vectors for ¢(m) = 0 or ¢(A) = 0 (under some further conditions). Let us define
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K, = [ ] N GLz(0), for n > 0.
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1 LOCAL RESULTS

Let us now state our first local result for the split case.

1.1 Theorem. Let L = F @ F. Assume that 7 and A are unitary. Then Hompgy(m,A) # 0,
and for 0 # £ € Homppy(m, A) there exists a good test vector with

1 o) 1 —g—h)
x= " [

Proof. In the split case, the torus T'(F') is given by the diagonal matrices in G. Let the character
A be given by A(diag(z,y)) = A1(z)A2(y) for characters A1, Ay of F*. Assume, without loss of
generality, that c(A1) > c(Ag). Write A = | - |1/ 2-s0 for sp € C and unitary character po of
F* such that pg(w) = 1. The character Az is determined by the relation AjAg = wr. Let ¥ be
an additive character of F' with conductor o and let 7 be given by its Whittaker model W(, ¥).
For W € W(w, ), s € C, u a unitary character of F*, define the zeta integral

2 W)= [ W7 el e
4

and define £ : W(r,¢) — C by
Z(s0, W, gt
é(W) = (50’ —71/J’0 ) )
L(sg, pg~ ® )
By the theory of zeta integrals, the above function is well-defined and belongs to Homyp(gy(7, A).
Let Wy € V,f{ ™ such that Woy(1) = 1. Then, one can check that

1 e

el ) o

This gives the theorem. See [2] for details. ]

Let us remark here that there is no condition on the conductors of 7 and A. One can relax
the unitarity condition (see [2]) but these are satisfied for global applications. When L is a field
extension, we have the following result.

1.2 Theorem. Let L be a field. Assume that c(A) > ¢(m) > 0. Then Homp gy (7, A) # 0, and
for 0 # £ € Homp(py(m, A) there exists a good test vector with

0% pc(A)
K= [pc(vr)—c(A) 1 + pet)

() —c(r) 1
=T

Proof. If w is an irreducible principal series or a twist of the Steinberg representation by a
ramified character, then we use the induced model for 7. We define £ : V; — C by the integral

(= [ o8

Z(F\T(F)

] NGLy(F) = hK (b ™,

with
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Here, Z(F) is the center of G. Since Z(F)\T(F) is compact, this integral always converges. It
can be shown that £ # 0 for any c(7) and c¢(A) (see Section 4.1 of [2]). Let fo be the new form in
the induced model. An explicit calculation shows that, if ¢(A) > c(w) > 0, then ¢(w(h) fo) # 0,
for h as in the statement of the theorem.

If 7 is the twist of the Steinberg representation by an unramified character, we can in fact
do more than in the statement of the theorem. Let B(m, A) be the A-Waldspurger model for =
consisting of functions on G transforming by A under left translation by T'(F). Let By be the
new form for 7 in B(w, A). Then By is completely determined by its values on the representatives
of the double cosets T(F)\G/Ki. Using Hecke operators and Atkin-Lehner operators, we can
find the explicit value of By for all these representatives. The theorem follows.

If 7 is a supercuspidal representation, we use Mackey theory. We realize 7 = ¢ — Ind?p,
where J is a compact (modulo center) subgroup of G and p a representation of J. Finding an
appropriate £ amounts to understanding the intertwining between p and A. This boils down
to looking at the double cosets for T(F)\G/J and showing that only one of them can support
the intertwining : T(F)hJ, with h as in the statement of the theorem. Then, we show that the
translate of the new form by A is indeed a test vector for £. See [2] for details. n

Let us remark here that the above calculations do not work for ¢(A) < ¢(m). The crucial
point is that, under the hypothesis c(A) > ¢(), certain multiplicative characters give rise to
additive characters, which end up giving central values of epsilon factors which are non-zero.

2 Global applications

Let F' be a number field and L a quadratic extension. Let 7 be a cuspidal, automorphic
representation of GLg(Ap) with trivial central character. Let A be an idele class character of
AY such that A AL = 1. We are interested in the central value of the L-function L(1/2, 7y X

A) = L(1/2,7,05). Here, m, is the base change of m to GLe(A) and 6, is the theta function
corresponding to A. There are several properties of these central values that are of interest
- non-vanishing, positivity, sub-convexity, arithmetic properties. The main tool to study this
central L-value is the relation it has to period integrals. Let us explain this.

Let D be a quaternion algebra over F' containing L such that = has a Jacquet-Langlands
transfer 7’ to D*(AF). Note that we allow the possibility that D is the matrix algebra. As
before, one can embed L* as a torus T in D*. For ¢ € 7/, define the integral

@)= [ A

Z(AF)T(FN\T(AF)

In [10], using the theory of theta lifts, Waldspurger proved the beautiful formula

M = C(2) H av(L, A, ¢)

L(1/2, L X A)
4,9) : '

L(1, 7, Ad)

Here, (-,-) is an inner product on #’. The terms a,(L, A, ¢) are certain local integrals which are 1
for almost all places v and L(s, 7, Ad) is the adjoint L-function of 7. It turns out that, excepting
for one unique choice of D, the period integrals Pp(¢) are trivially zero for local reasons. If one
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fixes this unique D, one gets the criteria for non-vanishing: L(1/2, 77, x A) # 0 if and only if
Pp(¢) #0.

In [5], Jacquet and Chen have studied the same L-value using a relative trace formula. They
get a similar formula with the additional information that the local integrals are squares. This
immediately leads to the positivity result L(1/2,7 x A) > 0. For any further information
regarding the central L-values, one needs a more explicit formula, i.e., one needs to compute
the local integrals for suitable choices of ¢. For this, one needs to choose ¢ such that the
local component of ¢ are precisely the good test vectors from the previous section. Using the
Jacquet-Chen formula and the test vectors from the work of Gross and Prasad, explicit central
value formulas were obtained by Martin and Whitehouse [6] assuming 7 and A have disjoint
ramification.

In case of joint ramification, we obtain local test vectors from Theorems 1.1 and 1.2, which
yields the desired global test vector ¢. Let us now describe the L-value formula obtained by us
more precisely.

Denote the absolute value of the discriminants of F and L by A and Ay. Let e(Ly/F,)
be the ramification degree of L,/F,. Let Sipert be the set of places of F inert in L. Let
S(m) (resp. S(A)) be the set of finite places of F' where 7 (resp. A) is ramified, S1(r) (resp.
Sa()) the set of places where c(m,) = 1 (resp. c(my) > 2), and So(7) = Sa(m) U {v € S1(m) :
L,/F, is ramified and A, is unramified}. Denote by c(A) the absolute norm of the conductor of

A

2.1 Theorem. Let 7 be a cuspidal automorphic representation of GLa(Ar) with trivial central
character and A a character of A] /L*Ay. Assume €(1/2,7;, ® A) = 1. If v < oo is inert in
L and ¢(my), c(Q) > 0, then assume that c(y) > c(my). Then, one can choose a test vector
¢ € 7' such that

P, 2 1 A
% =31/ M)Az Ls(ay(L,m) Lsmusa) (L, 1) Lsmnseay (L, 1r) LM (2, 15)

L5 (1/2, 11, @ A)
X H e(L’U/F'U) H C’U(L7 7T, A) . LSO(‘II’) (1, ﬂ', Ad) .
veS(T)NS(A)° v|oo

Here (-,-) is the standard inner product on ' with respect to the measure on D*(Ar) which
is the product of local Tamagawa measures. Also, C,, for v|oco are explicit non-zero numbers
obtained from the archimedean computation.

Proof. Let S be the set of all places of F including the archimedean ones and where any of L,
or A are ramified. For v € Sipert, define

Juy(f) = / £(@) (T (9)h 1) dgy,
G'(Fy)

where €, is a norm 1 vector such that 7, (t)el, = A,(t)e), for all t € T(F,). For v € S — Sinert, set

T () =;Fv[ meaw([* P [ ae fwd® ad - asa

X
v
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where d*a is the local Tamagawa measure and W runs over an orthonormal basis for the local
Whittaker model W(my, ¢,). Let f =] f» € C°(G'(AF)) with f, the unit element of the Hecke
algebra for v ¢ S. Let n'(f) be an orthogonal projection onto a 1-dimensional subspace (¢).
Then Jacquet-Chen prove the following identity in [5].

IPD(¢)I2 _ 1 7 LS(l’n)LS(l/ZaﬂL®A)
6.0) "2 I;IJr;(fu)vel;[ t 2¢(1, 70, ¥u) L(0, 7)) x LS, 7, Ad) :

One can choose f so that it picks out the global test vector ¢ having local components as the
good test vectors. If m, or A, is unramified or v|oo, the integral j"‘)( fv) has been computed in
[6]. In the joint ramification case, we compute using the test vectors from the previous local
section. If ¢(my) > 2, then

7 _ —c(Ay) L(la lFu)L(l: 7711)
J'tru(fv) =qy e(Lv/Fv)

If ¢(my) = 1, then
3 _ L(1,15,)L(1,m,)
J7r v) = c(Av) 1Ly : .
) =& S RN, 18)

Note that, in the above case, we can take DY = GLy(F,) and hence, m, = . Putting all the
terms together, one gets the result of the theorem. ]

If F = Q and 7 corresponds to a holomorphic new form of square free level N with N|c(A),
then the above formula simplifies considerably:

2.2 Corollary. Let f be a normalized holomorphic modular eigenform of weight k and square-
free level N. Let S be the set of primes p|N which split in L. Let A be any ideal class character
of L such that N|c(A) and €(1/2, f x A) = 1. Then

|PD(¢)I2 _ Coo(Laf’A) 2 —1yep Ls(l/z’f X A)
®¢) 2k+l,/c(A)ALLS(A)(1’") H,aﬂ =G

where €y is +1 if p splits in L and —1 otherwise, and (-, ) is the Petersson inner product.

Note that, in the above theorem and corollary, we still need to have additional information
about the period to obtain properties of the central L-value. In certain special cases, one can
have a better understanding of the periods. For example, in [4], the author considers a totally
real field F and 7 corresponding to a new form f with parallel weight (2,---,2). Using the
techniques of Cornut and Vatsal, and Theorem 2.1 above, the author obtains properties of
ordA(Lalg(l/2’ s A))

Another application of the explicit central value formula is to obtain an explicit average value
formula for central L-values. As is clear from the theorem below, the formula for averages is much
simpler, in particular, it does not involve the mysterious period anymore. Hence, non-vanishing
results are immediate. Let us state the average value result next.

2.3 Theorem. Let F be a totally real number field with d = [F : Q|. Let F(M,2k) be the
set of cuspidal automorphic representations of GLo(AFr) associated to the holomorphic Hilbert
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modular eigen newforms of weight 2k and level M, with k = (k1,...,kqg) # (1,...,1) and N
squarefree. Let L be a totally imaginary quadratic extension of F', which is inert and unramified
above each place p|N. Fix a unitary character A of A} /L*A%, and let € be the norm of its
conductor in F. Suppose N = MMy and € = €I, wzth No, 9”(1 and €y all coprime. Assume
M is odd, and that the number of primes dividing My has the same parity as d. Further assume
that for each infinite place v of F, k, > |m,| where Ay(2) = (2/2)™.

Then, if |Mo| > dy,/r(|€|/|9|)PF, where hp is the class number of F, we have

H 2%k, — 2 )Z Z L(1/2,7, ® A)
o LSO (1. 7. Ad)
vloo (k my 1 o 7r€.7'- poy 2k) L ( )(1; T, Ad)
= 224 NS Lg(ony) (2, 17) Lis(ony) (1, LP) L) (1, m),

where M runs over ideals dividing M which are divisible by My, and S(J) denotes the set of all
primes dividing J.

The theorem is proven by computing the geometric sides of a trace formula. The Theorem
specializes to [1, Thm 1.1] in the case that 9 and € are coprime, i.e., 91 = 9. One can use
the above formula together with formulas for smaller levels to get both explicit bounds and
asymptotics for average values over just the forms of exact level 91. We do this in the case 9
is prime. This immediately implies L(1/2, 7 ® A) # 0 for some 7y, € F(M, 2k).

Lastly, we include another application of Theorem 2.3 when 9t = 91y. Here, having an exact
formula for the average value over newforms allows us to deduce the nonvanishing mod p of the
algebraic part L2'8(1/2, 7 ® A) of the central value for p suitably large.

2.4 Theorem. With notation and assumptions as in Theorem 2.3, suppose || > d, /FIQZV‘F ,
M is coprime to €, and, for each v|oo, m, is even. Let p be an odd rational prime satisfying
p > g+ 1 for all primes q € S(Q), and P a prime of Q above p. Then there exists m € F(91, 2k)
such that

L*€(1/2, 7, ® A) £0 mod P.

This generalizes a theorem of Michel and Ramakrishnan [7] on the case F = Q and 1= N
is prime. The parity condition on m, ensures that A is algebraic and that the above central
value is critical.
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