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English Introduction

This issue is Part 4 of the Taisei Sankei, text collated by Komatsu Hikosaburo,
which is published in 4 separate parts (Part 1 [6], Part 2 [11], Part 3 [19] and
Part 4 (this issue)).

In July 2002, Komatsu submitted his joint paper with his student Goto [20]
to the Jowrnal of History of Science, Japan, but the paper was rejected by the
editorial board of the journal with a letter [21]. One of the remarks written in
the letter reads as follows: “The sources referred in the paper cannot be used as



historical material because they do not go through source criticism.” Responding
to this comment, Komatsu published the collated text of Seki Takakazu’s Trilogy
([23], [24] and [25]) and prepared the collated text of the Taisei Sankei, which
appears in the Kokyiroku in 4 separate parts. The English version of [20] was
published as [22] and reproduced in [7].

May I explain why there is a time span of three years between the publication of
Part 1 and that of the remaining parts? In 2013, the editor received the collated
text of the all volumes but the collator was still preparing collation lists. We
were waiting for the collation lists for Parts 2, 3 and 4. Now Komatsu already
celebrated his 80th birthday and he agreed to publish the rest of the collated
text without collation lists, wishing younger students to polish his text and to
elaborate collation lists.

March 10, 2017
Morimoto Mitsuo [#RAFAE]
Seki Kowa Institute of Mathematics, Yokkaichi University
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