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In the academic year 2003, Ozawa studied the
classification of group von Neumann algebras.
Since von Neumann initiated the study of the
group von Neumann algebras LI associated
with discrete groups I', the problem whether
LF,, % LF, for the free groups of different
ranks m # n has been a major open problem
in the classification theory. Ozawa obtained a
result which is closely related to the affirmative
answer to this problem. Namely, he proved a
von Neumann algebra analogue of the Kurosh
theorem on free product decomposition of dis-
crete groups. Although it is not as precise as
the Kurosh theorem, it shows, for instance, that
the group von Neumann algebras £(IFa X Seo )*"
are pairwise non-isomorphic, where S, is the
group of finite permutations on a countably in-
finite set. He also obtained an extension of
Adams’ theorem in ergodic theory on indecom-
posability of orbit equivalence relations of word

hyperbolic groups.
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