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An algorithm for computing the exact steady state
distribution of a cyclically connected queueing system
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In this paper, a kind of queueing network is treated, which is refered to a “cyclically
connected queueing system.” In this queueing network, servers are settled on nodes which
are connected cyclically by edges and a customer receives a service at the arrival node or
at one of the neighbour nodes. Here, for a cyclically connected queueing system, a fast
algorithm to obtain the exact steady state distribution as functions of the traffic intensity
is proposed. ‘

Queueing networks have been studied by many authors (see, for exam-
ple, Hunt (1956), Gordon and Newell (1967a, 1967b), Jackson (1957, 1963),
Buzen (1971, 1973), Allen (1990, Chapter 6)). Queueing networks can be
categorized as: open networks, closed networks, restricted networks, unre-
stricted networks and so on. In these queueing networks, servers are settled
on nodes and customers move along edges, that is, after completion of a ser-
vice at one node a customer either goes to another node, or turns away from
the system.

In this paper, we consider a different kind of queueing network. In our
queueing network, a server is settled on each node and these nodes are con-
nected by edges similarly to the above queueing network. But a customer
receives service only once at the arrival node or at one of the neighbour nodes
and he/she turns away after receiving a service. Let V' be a set of nodes and
E be a set of edges connecting these nodes. Then the queueing system is
represented by a graph G = (V, E). For nodes u and v, if there is an edge
which connects the nodes u and v, then u and v are said to be adjacent. For
a node v, the number of nodes which are adjacent to v is called the degree of
v, denoted by deg(v). If the number of service nodes are equal to the number
of edges and deg(v) = 2 for any v € V then the queueing system is said to



be cyclically connected. That is, in a cyclically connected queueing system,
the nodes are connected like a loop. For example, there are 11 queueing sys-
tems with four nodes as is shown in Figure 1. Among these, Gy is cyclically
connected.
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Figure 1: Network queueing systems with four nodes
In our queueing systems, we assume the following conditions:

(A1) Customer arrivals occur at each service node.

(A2) Customers arrive at each service node with mean arrival rate A, and
" the arrivals are independent each other. Customers receive service with
mean service rate u at any server. That is, we assume Poisson arrivals
and exponential services.



(A3) There is no waiting line (queue) for service, that is, the number of the
customers in each service node is 0 or 1.

(A4) A customer receives a service either at the arriving service node or the
adjacent service node. When a customer arrives at a service node, he
receives a service as follows:

(a) If the arrival node is not occupied, then the customer receives a
service at the arrival node.

(b) If the arrival node is occupied and if there are m(> 0) adjacent
nodes which are not occupied then the customer receives a service
at one of the m vacant nodes with probability 1/m.

(c) If the arrival node and all of the adjacent nodes are occupied, the
customer turns away without receiving a service.

(A5) In the system, at most one transaction (arrival or served) can occur in
a very short period, say At.

In the following sections, we will consider a cyclically connected queueing
system and will give a fast algorithm to solve the “steady state equations.”
In Section 1, the steady state equation for a cyclically connected queueing
system is constituted. In Section 2, the number of variables and equations
are reduced by using symmetry of graphs. In Section 3, we consider a fast
algorithm to solve the reduced steady state equations. In Section 4, the
probability of loss is computed using the result of Section 3.

1. THE STATE SPACE AND STEADY STATE EQUATIONS

Let V = {1,2,---,n} be a set of service nodes. If there is a customer on a
service node, the state of the node is 1, otherwise 0. Let R = {0,1}, and
R" = {(z1,22, -+, Z,)|z: € R}. We call R" the state space and each element
of R"™ a state of the system (or simply a state). For a state (z1,---,2,) € R",
z; = 0 implies that the i-th node is vacant and z; = 1 implies that the node is
occupied. For example, the state (1,0,0,0) means that there is one customer
on service node 1 and there are no customers on service nodes 2, 3 and 4.
For any two states € = (z1,-+-,2,) and ¥y = (y1,- -, ¥Ys), the number
of i’s such that z; # y; is called the Hamming distance between « and y,



denoted by d(x,y). The Hamming distance between « and o is called the
Hamming weight of x, denoted by w(x). .

Hereafter we forcus our attention to a cyclically connected queueing sys-
tem. In order to constitute steady state equations we need to consider state
transitions and transition probabilities. For cyclically connected queueing
systems, a state transition can occur between two states whose Hamming

distance is 1 or 0, since at most one transition can occur in a short period
At.

Example 1. In the case of n = 4, consider the two states (1,0,0,0) and
(1,1,0,0). The transition (1,1,0,0)—(1,0,0,0) occurs when (i) the customer
at node 2 completes his service, (ii) the service does not finish at node 1
and (iii) no customer arrives within a short period At. Then the transition
probability is uAt(1 — pAt)(1—AAt)* = pAt. On the other hand, the transi-
tion (1,0,0,0)—(1,1,0,0) occurs when (i) one customer arrives at the occupied
service node 1 and choose the adjacent vacant node 2 with probability 1/2,
or (ii) one customer arrives at the vacant node 2. This is shown in Figure 2.
By assumption (a) and (b) of (A4), the transition probability is

%AAt(l — AP — pAt) + AAL(1 — AAL3(1 — pAt) = %AAt.

(i)arrival (ii)arrival
1 customer 0 1 customer 1
0 0 0 0

Figure 2: Arrival pattern of transition (1,0,0,0) — (1,1,0,0)



In general, for a cyclically connected queueing system, we call the transi-
tion € — y descending transition if w(x) > w(y), and ascending transition
if w(x) < w(y). The probability that a descending transition € — y occurs
is

pdt(1 — pAt)*@(1 = NAH™ = pAt

for  # 0. On the other hand, the probability of an ascending transition de-
pends on the states of the neighbours. When the state is on @ = (21, -, 2,)
at time ¢, if an ascending transition occurs at the node ¢, then of course z;
must be 0. Let y =-(y1, -+, y,) be the state after the transition occurs,
then y; = x; holds for any j # ¢ except y; = 1. And the probability of
transition z — y depends on the value of 2;_9, Zi_1, i, Tis1, Tivo. In Table
I, we list the transition probabilities for n > 5. Note that the reverse of
the pattern z;49, Z;41, Ti, Z4—1, T;—2 have the same transition propability with
Ti-2, Ti-1y Tis i+l Tit2-

Table I
The transition probabilities for n > 5

Ti—y Ti—1 Ti Tiy1 Tipo | transition probabilities
0 0 0 0 0 AAtL
0 0 0 0 1 AAL
0 0 0 1 0 (3/2)A\At
0 0 0 1 1 2AAt
0 1 0 0 1 (3/2) At
1 0 0 0 1 AAE
0 1 0 1 0 2 At
0 1 0 1 1 (5/2) At
1 0 0 1 1 2AAL
1. 1 0 1 1 3AAL

Futhermore, we need to take into account of a transition £—z. A cus-
tomer who arrives at a node such that the arrival node and both of the
adjacent nodes are occupied turns away without receiving a service. Let [(x)
be the number of 3-consecutive 1’s in a state € R". For example, there are
three 3-consecutive 1’s in (1,1,0,1,1,1) since these six nodes are arranged in a

loop. And there are four 3-consecutive 1’s in (1,1,1,1). Then the probability
of a transition x—x is

(1 = AA) @Y1 — pA)*®) = 1 — (n — I(z))AAL — w(z)pAt.



Let Pg(t) be the probability that the state  occurs at time #. Then
in the above way we can construct the transition equations from time ¢ to
time ¢ + At. For example, in the case of n = 4, we obtain the following 2*
transition equations.

( Poooo(t -+ At) = (1 - )\At)4P0000(t) + (1 — )\At)‘l,uAtPlgoo(t)-l—
(1 - )\At)‘lﬂAtPQmo(t) + (1 - )\At)4MAtP001Q(t)+
(1 - /\At)4MAtP0001(t),
Pigoo(t + At) = (1= AADH1 — pAt)Progo(t) + (1 — AAE)* At Pyigo(t)+
(1 = MAL)* pAtPg10(t) + (1 — )\At)4#A?fP1001(t) + AAt Pygoo(t),
Pooolt + A1) = (1= AADH(1 — pAE) Potoolt) + (1 — AALY AL Prago(t)+
(l — /\At)4/J,AtP0110(t) + (1 — )\At) IUAtP()]()l( ) + )\Atpogoo(t),

Piigo(t + At) = (1= 2A)H1 — puAt)2Prige(t) + (1 — AAL)SuALPyyo(t)+
( - /\At)BpéAtpllol(t) + %AAt(l - ,LLAt)Plooo(t)+
3
p)

AAL(1 — pAt)Poroo(t),

Pllll(t -+ At) = (1 — /,LAt)4P1111(t) + 3/\At(1 — /,LAt)BPlllo(t)-F
BAAL(1 — pAt)® Prgy(t) + 3AAL(1 — pAt) Pyoyi(t)+
3/\At(1 - ,LLAt)3P0111(t).

Now, let pg = lim;_Pg(t). Then the steady state equations for this
case is as follows:

\

’

—4Apoooo + #P1000 + KPo10o + HPooro + HPooor = 0,
(—4X — p)p1o0o + Hp110o + HP1010 + KP1001 + APooso = O,
(=4 — p)poroo + Hp1100 + HPo110 + HPo1o1 + APosos = 0,

. : (1)
(—4X — 2u)pr100 + pp1io + pP1101 + $AP1000 + SAP0100 = 0,

( —4upi111 + 3Ap1110 + 3Ap1101 + 3AP1011 + 3Ape111 = 0.

There are 2" equations, in general, and as the number of node increases, the
number of equations grows exponentially. In the next section, we reduce the
number of variables and equations by using the symmetry of the cyclically
connected queue. :



2. A REDUCTION OF STEADY STATE EQUATIONS

For (z1,+-+,%n) € R", let

a:($1,~-,xn)l———+ ($2,'°',$n,$1),
T (z1, e, Zn) — (Tn, -, T1).

‘That is, o acts on R" as a function of rotation, while, 7 acts as a function of

reverse. Let G be a permutation group which is generated by o and 7. Then
G is called the dihedral group which has 2n elements. Two states ¢, ye€ R"
are said to be equivalent if 9 = y for some ¢ € G. Then R" is divided into
equivalence classes (orbits) by G. When R"™ is divided into m equivalence
classes, let § = {So,S1, -+, Sm-1} be the collection of equivalence classes.
Of course, w(x) = w(y) holds for any x,y € S;. For an equivalence class S;
and z € S;, we define the weight of S; by w(S;) = w(z). We assume that S;
is numbered in the ascending order of w(.S;). v

Example 2.  In the case of R* = {0,1}*, for example, (1,0,0,0)° =
(0,1,0,0) and (1,0,0,0)” = (0,0,0,1) hold. The equivalence classes are as
follows:

( So = {(0,0,0,0)},
S1 = {(1,0,0,0),(0,1,0,0),(0, y Ly )a( 0,0, )},
! Sy = {(1’17()’0)7(07171,0),(0’ y 4y )7( ,0,0, )}7 (2>
Ss = {(1,0,1,0),(0,1,0,1)},
Ss = {(1,1,1,0),(0,1,1,1),(1,0,1,1),(1,1,0,1)}
\ S5 = {(1)17131)}

The well-known Burnside’s Lemma and Pélya’s theorem are useful to enu-
merate the number of equivalence classes m (see, for example, Liu (1968),
Bender and Williamson (1991)). In Table II, we show the number of equiv-
alence classes.

Table II
The Number of Equivalence Classes
Number of service nodes n 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

The number of equivalence classes m |6 8 13 18 30 46 78

It is obvious that if ¢,y € S;, px = py holds. Hence, we can define
ps; = pg for a equivalence class S; and for € S;. -



Example 3. By Lemma 1, in the case of n = 4, we have

[ Ps, = Poooo; |
bs; = DPiooo = Powoo = Pooo = Poool,
] Ps: = Piioo = pouo = Poori = P1oot, 3)
Psy; = Pioo = Poiol,
Ps, = DPiriio = Po1xr = P11 = Piiol,
{ Pss = Pl

Therefore, by (1) and (3), the steady state equation is reduced as follows:

( —4Aps, +4pps, =0,

(=16 — 4p)ps, + 8ups, + 4ups, + 4Aps, = 0,
(=16 — 8u)ps, + 8ups, + 12Aps, = 0, | (4)
(—8X — 4u)ps, + 4ups, +4Aps, =0,

(—12X — 12u)ps, + 4pps, + 16Aps, + 8Aps, = 0, |
[ —4pps, + 12Aps, = 0.

In general, for a cyclically connected queueing system with n nodes, the
steady state equations are written in a matrix form as

-

—np n 0 0 01l »psy 1-
np —n’p—n 2n 2n 0 Ds,
0 Senp —nPp—2n 0 0 Ps; 5
0 0 0 o =3np—n(n—-1) n DS, s
0 0 0 3np —n | | PSps |
| (5)

where ¢ is a constant determined by Table I and p = A/y, which is called
a traffic intensity. It is easy to see that (5) is linearly dependent since the
sum of each column elements is 0. On the other hand, since the total sum of
probabilities is 1, we have -

m-—1

> |Silps; = ps, + nps, + - + 1ps,—2 + Ds-1 =1, (6)
1=0 ,

where |S;| is the number of elements (states) in S;. We want to obtain



DSos" * " »PSm_y Dy solving (5) and (6), which is the main subject in this paper.
We tried to solve the equations (5) and (6) by using the function “Linear-
Solve” which is implemented in the software “Mathmatica 2.1.” In Table ITI,
the computing time for Sun4/2GS workstation is listed.

Table 111
The computing time when LinearSolve is used
number of service nodes n 2 3 4 5 6 7

computing time (second) | 0.133 0.35 6.95 1579.35 Out of memory

By this method we can not solve the linear equations (5) and (6) even
when n = 6, because a large amount of computing time and memory are
necessary. Thus in the following, we derive a faster algorithm to solve the
linear equation (5) and (6). |

3. A FAST ALGORITHM

In (5), we can eliminate pg, and pg,_, by substituting pps, = ps, and
3pps,._, = Ps,._,. For the matrix in the left hand side of (5), let A be
the (m — 2) X (m — 2) matrix obtained by adding the first row of the matrix
to the second row, by adding the last row to the (m — 1)-th row and by
deleting the first and the last rows and columns. Then A is written as

—n?p 2n 2n .- 0

3 2

senp —n‘p—2n 0 .- 0
. (7)

O 0 e e ._..n(n._l)

- By exaininig the matrix A carefully, we can see that A is divided into sub-
matrices as follows since a transition & — y can occur only when d(z, y) < 1.
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A=
I S e PO o
I R
Bip |~Cn—3p—A1| D,_; | 0 | | 0
- 1 - - 1L - _ 1 - _ 1 _ _ 1 _ _
0 | Bjp l—Cn—4P - Azl D,y | | EO
o r__r__r____
| | T [
| | | | |
B D e e
0 l 0 | | Bn-sp |-Cip—An-s | D
b — - — - = - -
Ol 0 l I 0 IBn_zpl——An_z

where Ay is an mgy1 X mpyq diagonal matrix, C,_ is an my_1 X mp_y di-
agonal matrix, By is an mgy1 X my matrix, D, _ is an mg_; X my matrix
and my, is the number of equivalence classes S; with w(S;) = k. Note that
A, By, C and Dy do not contain the variable p. Here, we can show the
following theorem.

Theorem. For a cyclically connectecd queueing models with n nodes, let m
be the number of equivalence class S;’s. Then the limit probability distribu-
tion is represented by

pw(si)ASi(p)

"B
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for i« = 1,2,---,m — 2, where Ag,(p)’s are polynomials of p with degree
m —n — 1 and B(p) is a polynomial of p with degree m — 1. Furthermore,
we have As,(0) _ 2m A ) '
S:\pP P Sm—2\P.
ps, =po = ———=- and pg,_, = :
' B(p) 1 B(p)
Proof. By (5), we have
ps, = 1/pps,, '
9
{ pSm—l = 3ppsm——2‘ ( )
Thus by (9), we obtain
Z iSinSi = (1//) + n)p51 +nps, +- -+ (n +'3p)p5m—2 =1,
i=0 ,
hence
(np + L)ps, +nps, + -+ + (np+ 3p")ps,._, = p. (10)
By (5), (7) and (10), we have
0
A Ps, _ .
o= : (11)
pSm——Z
_np+17np)(np+3p2)_ p

where A is a matrix given in (8). As was stated in the previous section,
the rows of A are not independent and rank(A) = m — 3. Let A be the
(m — 2) x (m — 2) matrix which is obtained by deleting the (m — 2)-th row
of the (m — 1) X (m — 2) matrix of the left hand side of (11). Then (11) can
be written as

0

_ Ps, ;
A X : =1
0

PSm-s p

Since each elemet of A is a polynomial of p, each element of Al is repre-
sented by a rational fomula of p. Hence, we have

Ps; = ma’i,m—%
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where @;; is the (7, j)-th cofactor of A. Further, we have deg(|A|) = m — 3+
2 =m—1 and deg(@;m—2) = m—4+1=m— 3, since the (m — 2, m — 2)-th
element of A is a polynomial of p of degree 2 and the other elements of A
are degree 1 or (. Therefore, pg, is written by

Ps; = B’g’é%l’ (12)

where fg,(p) and B( p)vaﬁre polynomials with deg(fs,(p)) < m—3 and deg(B(p)) <
m — 1. Let @, be the my-dimensional vector of polynomials fs.(p) with
w(S ) = k. Then by exammmg (8) ca,refully, we have

"pcn QQl + Dn 2Q2 = 0, :

pB1Q, + (—Cr_3p— A1)Q, + D -3Q3 =0,

< : (13)
pBn3Q, 3+ (-Cip— A, 3)Q, o+ DQ, =0,

| PBn2Qp_y + (—An2)@y_; = 0.

Let (Hy) be the following claim:

(H}) The degree of the lowest term of polynomlals of pin Q) is at least k
for any j > k + 1.

It is obvious that (Hg) holds. Assume that (H}) holds for a given k < n—2.
Then by the last equation, the degree of the lowest term of polynomials of
pin Q,_; is at least k + 1, since that of pB,_2Q),_, is at least k + 1 and
A, 5 is a diagonal matrix whose diagonal elements are nonzero. By the
second equation from the last of (13), the degree of the lowest term of p in
Q,_. is at least k + 1. Continuing this process, we can show that (H ;)
holds. Hence, (H}) holds for any k£ = 0,1,...,n—2, which implies that fs.(p)
is represented by fs,(p) = p*()71 s, (p), where deg(As,(p)) < m—w(S;)~

Now let Q) = @, /0", then @ is a vector of polynomials with degree
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m — k — 2. Then (13) is rewritten as follows:

( _'Cn—2Q11 + Dn—ZQIQ =0,
. (BlQll - AIQ/2) - p(Cn—-SQlQ - Dn——3Qg) = O>

¢ (Bra1@Qpoy — Ap1 @) — p(Crj1Q, — Dy 1Qjyy) = 0, (14)

(Bn—BQ;—s - An—3Q;—2) - P(CIQ;—z - DlQ;z—l) =0,
{ Bra@, s+ (-A,9)Q,_, =0.

Similarly, consider the following claim:
(H},) deg(Qj) < m —k — 2 holds for any j < k.

It is obvious that (H) holds. Assume that (HY}) holds. In equation (14),
deg(Bi-1Q_1—Ar1Q},) < m—k—3 holds by (H},) and we have deg(@},,;) <
m — k — 3 by the definition of @}, ,. Hence deg(@}) < m —k — 2 holds,
since C}’s are diagonal matrix with nonzero diagonal elements. Similarly,
continuing this process, we can show that (H’, ;) holds. Hence by induction,
it is shown that (H,_,) holds, which proves the theorem. O

n—1

By this theorem, Ag,(p) can be written as follows:
As;(p) = aio + anp + am)2 + o+ aim_n_zp"“m“? + Gimn_1p™ "L

Now, let g, be the vector of the coefficients of p* in the polynomials in Q)
for s =0,1,---,m —n — 1. Then by (14), we have

Qit1,0 = A]:lBka,O ' (15)

for k =0,1,2,---,n — 2, where g,y = (a19). Further,

dk+1,s = Ail [ Brqy, — Cn—2-k¢1k+1,s—1 + Dn—?—qu+2,s—1 ] (16)

holdsfor k=1,2,---,n—2and for s = 1,2,---,m —n — 2, where we assume
Cy = 0, D = o for convenience. Thus by (15) and (16), each coefficient a;;
can be obtained recursively as a linear combination of aig,a11," ", @1 m—n—2
as follows: | o

ai; = bijsais (17)
8=0
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fori=2,---m—1,5=0,---,m—n—1. (Note that we do not need to
solve linear equations for computing q,, by (15) and (16), since the matrices
Ay’s are diagonal.) Substituting (17) to (14), we obtain a linear equation
with respect to a1g, 011, ", 81 m-n—1. By solving this equation, we can deter-
mine the coefficients aj1, -+, @1 m-n_1 as a scalar multiple of a;g. Thus the
coefficients of Ag,(p) are determined as a scalar multiple of ayo. Finally, by
substituting Ag,(p) to

m—2
B(p) = ASI (P) + 3pnASm—2 (p) + Zl 'SiIPW(Si)AS;(p)) ' (18)

B(p) is computed. Thus, ps, can be obtained by (12). Note that the value
of ajp does not matter to determine pg,.

Example 4. We determine the exact steady state distribution of cyclically

connected queueing system with four service nodes. In thls case, the steady
state equation (4) is written by

~16p 8 40 7T pAup)
120 -16p-8 0 8 PPAs(P) | _
4p 0 —8p—4 4 PPAG(p) | 7
0 ' 16p 8/) —12 p3A84(p)

where deg(Ag,(p)) = 6 —4 —1 = 1, that is Ag,(p) = aip + za;1. In this
example, we have

Al_—:(g 2),,42:(12),31:(13),3
012(106 g)CQ-—-( )Dl (i),D2=(8,4)
Q1s:(a‘18>)q23:<Zzi))Q3s:<a48)

for s = 0,1. Then by the algorithm,

a _ 3/2
( aig ) =gz = A1lqu1o = < { >(‘107

N
AN
p—t
o
(0 ¢]
SN—r’

and
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' _ 8
a40 = 439 = AQ 1B2Q20 = §a107
a1 - _ ~1/F _ . _ 3/2 —1/3 ‘ »
( aay ) =gy = A7 (B1qp C1gy0tD1gs) = ( 1 )a11+< 2/3 )am '
and g

| a1 = g3 = Ay Bagy = 5011
can be obtained. Substituting these to (14), we obtain a;; = 2a10. Thus |
a9 = §a | =8 ag = 10
21 = 5010, 031 = 3010, 4= 3 410
3 8
hold. Hence, we have Ag (p) = (1 + 2p)aig, 4s,(p) = (= + gp)am, As,(p) =

2
8 8 16
(1+ gp)alo and Ag,(p) = (§ + —?)—p)alo. Therefore,

B(p) = FASI + 4PAS1 + 4p2A52 + 2p2A53 + 4P3AS’4 + 3P4A55 |

32
= (1+2p)(1+4p+6p% + —p° + 8p*)ayo

3
and the steady state distribution can be written as follows:
PSo = 3125+ 2407 1 320° + 240"
- , 3p
PSy = 3125 ¥ 2407 1 320° + 248"
_ (9 + 16p)
Ps: = o 2p)(3 + 125 + 2402 + 320° + 24p%)
_ P*(3 +8p)
P = 5T+ 20)(3 1 120 + 2402 + 3207 + 24p%)’
| . \8p3
PSe = 3 19p+ 2402 4 320° + 24p8"
24p*
Psy = O

3+ 12p + 24p2 + 32p% + 24p*°
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Our algorithm to obtain the exact steady state distribution is summerized
as follows: .

Stepl. Constitute the equivalence classes.

Step2. Constitute the matrices Ag, By, C and Dy from the steady state
equation.

Step3. Using the recurrence equations (15) and (16), represent a;; by ajo,
a1, **y Al m—n—1-

Step4. Substitute a;; to (14) and make a linear equation with respect to
aio0, Q115 * "'y Al m-n-1.

Step5. Represent aj1,: ¢, a1 m-n-1 as & scalar multiple of a;y by solving
the equation. :

Step6. Compute B(p) by (18) and obtain pg,.

In Table IV, the computing times for our algorithm and those for Linear-
Solve in Mathematica 2.1 are listed. Our algorithm was also programmed by
Mathematica 2.1. It is observed that our algorithm is faster than LinearSolve.

Table IV
Comparison of computing time for the both algorithms .
number of servers 4 5 - 6 7 8 9 - 10

computing time

. 5.8 1227 31.2 104.0 712.52 5203.4 58946.2
for our algorithm(sec) -

computing time

for LinearSolve(sec) 6.9 15794 Out of memory

4. THE PROBABILIT_Y OF LOSS

Here, we consider the probability of a loss of cyclically connected queueing
system. A customer turns away without receiving service if all of the three
service nodes (the arrival node and the two adjacent service nodes) are busy.
Let I; be the number of 3-consecutive 1’s in a state vector & € S;. Then the
probability of loss for the cyclically connected queueing system is given by

1 - m
Dloss = n 2_:1 lSillipS."
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Example 5. We consider the probability of loss for n = 4. In this case,
note that there are 6 equivalence classes Sy -+, Ss which are listed in (2).
And we have [p = l; = ls =13 =0, 4 =1 and Il5 = 4. Therefore the
probability of loss on this system is

1
plOSS:1(4'1'p54+1'4'p55):pS4+pSs'

In Table V, the probablility of loss for cyclically connected queueing mod-
els (abriviated as c.c. queue) are listed together with those for M/M/c loss
in the case when the traffic intensity is p = A\/u = 1. Note that M/M/c loss
system can be considered as a network queueing system in which every two
nodes are connected by an edge.

Table V
Probability of loss for cyclically connected queue and M/M/c loss
number of servers 4 5 6 7 8

c.c. queue 0.336842 0.333994 0.333346 0.333177 0.333135
M/M/c loss 0.31068 0.284868 0.264922 0.24887  0.23557

9 10
0.333125 0.333122
0.2243  0.214582

As is expected, the probability of loss is decreasing. Furthermore, we may
observe that the probability of loss is converging around 0.3331.

5. A COMPARISON OF PROBABILITY OF LOSS FOR
QUEUING NETWORK SYSTEMS WITH 4 NODES

Finally,) as an example, we consider 11 models Gy, -+, G in Figure 1 with
four service nodes. We computed the probability of loss by Mathmatica 2.1.
In the case when traffic intensity is p = A/u = 1. The result is listed in Table
VI
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: Table VI
The probability of loss for network queueing systems with 4 nodes
Graph Gl Gg G3 ' G4 G5 G@ G7 Gg
loss | 0.5 0.45 0.4098 0.4 0.384615 0.36778 0.363211 0.348849
Gy Go Gu

0.336842 0.325635 0.31068

It can be observed that in proportion as the number of edges increase, the
probability of loss is decreasing in general. Gi; is nothing but a M/M/c loss
system, and this probability of loss is the smallest among the all models in
Figure 1. If we restrict ourselves to the models with at most 4 edges, Gg has

the smallest probability of loss, where Gy is a cyclically connected queueing
system. :

Now we would like to conclude this paper by the following conjecture.

Conjecture. A cyclically connected queueing system with n nodes has the

smallest probability of loss among the network queueing systems with n nodes
and with at most n edges.
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