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Shallow water approximations for water waves
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1 Introduction

In this communication we are concerned with the initial value problem for two types
of water waves and their shallow water approximations. The first type of the water wave
is the standard one, that is, the fluid is bounded from above by a free surface and from
below by a rigid boundary, and is subject to a uniform gravity in the vertical direction
as an external force. This type of problem will be referred as Problem I in the following.
The second type of the water wave corresponds to the ocean around the earth, that is,
we take an effect of the curvature into account on the surface of the earth. Therefore, the
free surface and the bottom are nearly spheres and the fluid is subject to the gravitation
due to the earth. This type of problem will be referred as Problem II in the following.

The water wave is a model for an irrotational flow of an incompressible ideal fluid
with a free surface under the gravitational field. The analysis of this problem is very hard
because of the nonlinearity of the equations together with the presence of an unknown free
surface. In order to understand various phenomena of water waves, one has approximated
the equations by simple ones and analyzed the approximated equations. The simplest
approximation is the linear one around the trivial flow by assuming that the amplitude of
the free surface and the motion of the fluid are infinitesimal. However, this approximation
could not explain the existence of solitary waves nor the breaking of water waves. In
order to explain such phenomena we have to include nonlinear effects of the waves in the
approximation. The shallow water equations are one of such approximations and derived
from the water wave by assuming that the water depth is sufficiently small compared to the
wave length. The aim of this communication is to report a recent result of mathematically
rigorous justification of the shallow water approximation for water waves, especially a
justification in Sobolev spaces.
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Mathematically, the problem is formulated as a free boundary problem for incompress-
ible Euler equation with the irrotational condition. By rewriting the equations for water
waves in a non-dimensional form, we have a non-dimensional parameters & the ratio of the
water depth A to the wave length A in Problem I and to the mean radius R of the earth
in Problem II, respectively, in the equations. The shallow water equations are derived
from the water wave in the limit 6 — +0. In the case of a flat bottom in Problem I,
they are of the same form as the compressible Euler equation for a barotropic gas and
the solution generally has a singularity in finite time even if the initial data are suffi-
ciently smooth. Therefore, this approximation is used to explain the breaking of water
waves. The derivation of the shallow water equations goes back to G.B. Airy [1]. Then,
K.O. Friedrichs (3] derived systematically the equations from the water wave problem
by using an expansion of the solution with respect to 42, which is called the Friedrichs
expansion. A mathematically rigorous justification of the shallow water approximation
for 2-dimensional water waves was given by L.V. Ovsjannikov [11, 12] under the periodic
boundary condition with respect to the horizontal spatial variable, and then by T. Kano
and T. Nishida [6]. A mathematical justification of the Friedrichs expansion was investi-
gated by T. Kano and T. Nishida [7] and the justification in the 3-dimensional case by
T. Kano [5]. In order to guarantee the existence of solutions for water waves, they used
an abstract Cauchy-Kowalevski theorem in a scale of Banach spaces so that analyticity of
the initial data was required. It is natural to ask if the approximation is valid in Sobolev
spaces. However, this question was not resolved for long time.

In connection with the well-posedness of the initial value problem for water waves, the
solvability in Sobolev spaces was given by several authors. In his pioneering work (10],
V.1 Nalimov investigated the initial value problem in the case where the motion of the
fluid is 2-dimensional and the fluid has infinite depth. He showed that if the initial data
are sufficiently small in a Sobolev space, that is, if the initial surface is almost flat and
the initial movement of the fluid is sufficiently small, then there exists a unique solution
of the problem locally in time in a Sobolev space. H. Yosihara [16] extended this result to
the case of presence of an almost flat bottom. S. Wu [14] studied the problem in exactly
the same situation as Nalimov’s and gave the existence theorem locally in time without
assuming the initial data to be small. It is known that the well-posedness of the problem
may be broken unless a generalized Rayleight-Taylor sign condition —8p/ON > co > 0
on the free surface is satisfied, where p is the pressure and N is the unit outward normal
to the free surface. She showed that this condition always holds for any smooth nonself-
intersecting surface. S. Wu [15] also succeeded in giving an existence theory in Sobolev
spaces for 3-dimensional water waves of infinite depth. Note that all of the three authors
mentioned above used the Lagrangian coordinates. D. Lannes [8] studied the initial value
problem for water waves of finite depth in arbitrary space dimensions. One of interesting
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features of his paper is that he did not use the Lagrangian coordinates but the Euler
coordinates although the surface tension on the free surface was neglected. Another
interesting feature is that he obtained a good expression of the Fréchet derivative of
the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map for Laplace’s equation with respect to a function which
represents the surface elevation. As a result, he derived nice linearized equations and
succeeded in giving an existence theory in Sobolev spaces.

The existence theories in Sobolev spaces were based on the energy method. In calcula-
tion of the time evolution of an energy function, we need to estimate commutators of the
Dirichlet-to-Neumann map and differential operators. S. Wu [15] obtained precise com-
mutator estimates by using the theory of singular integral operators and Clifford analysis,
whereas D. Lannes [8] used the theory of pseudo-differential operators and obtained com-
mutator estimates by imposing much differentiability on the coefficients. This is one of
the reasons why a Nash-Moser implicit function theorem was used to obtain the solution
of the nonlinear equations in [8]. A relation between the generalized Rayleight-Taylor
sign condition and the bottom topography was also analyzed in [8]. Under a shallow
water regime § < 1, such techniques in [15, 8] in estimating commutators do not give
nice uniform estimates with respect to small §. In this communication, to obtain the
uniform estimates, we only use the standard technique in estimating the solution of a
boundary value problem for elliptic differential equations, so that the proof may become
much simpler and more elementary than the previous ones. We adopt the formulation
of the problem used in [8]. However, thanks to a precise energy estimate for linearized
equations and a reduction of the full nonlinear equations to a system of quasilinear equa-
tions, we do not use the Nash-Moser implicit function theorem to obtain the solution of
the nonlinear equations.

Recently, Y.A. Li [9] considered a shallow water approximation for 2-dimensional water
waves over a flat bottom and gave a mathematical justification of the approximation by
the Green-Naghdi equations in Sobolev spaces. His method depends deeply on the use
of a conformal map, so that it is restricted to the 2-dimensional case. Then, B. Alvarez-
Samaniego and D. Lannes [2] and the author [4] gave a justification of the shallow water
approximation for 3-dimensional water waves in Sobolev spaces. In [2] they gave also
justifications of several asymptotic models for 3-dimensional water waves including the
Kadomtsev-Petviashvili (KP) equation. However, they still used the Nash-Moser implicit
function theorem, whereas we do not use the theorem in this communication. All of the
results mentioned above were concerned with Problem I and it seems to the author that
there is no mathematically rigorous result on Problem II.
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2 Formulation of Problem I

The first type of the water wave is the standard one and the shape of the fluid region
is shown in the following illustration.

4 Tni1 l F ge
= —g€n+1

I'(t) : free surface |

Let z = (x1,%2,...,2,) be the horizontal spatial variables and z,,, the vertical spatial
variable. We denote by X = (z,Zp41) = (Z1,... ,Zn, Tny1) the whole spatial variables.
We will consider a water wave in (n + 1)-dimensional space and assume that the domain

2(t) occupied by the fluid at time ¢t > 0, the free surface I'(t), and the bottom % are of
the forms

) = {X = (2,501) € R™; b(@) < 11 < h+1(z,0)},
I't)= {X = (Z,Tns1) € R 2y = B+ 1(z, t)},
L ={X = (¢,2n11) € R™!; 21y = b(z)},

where h is the mean depth of the fluid. The functions b and 7 represent the bottom
topography and the surface elevation, respectively. In this problem b is a given function,
while 7 is the unknown. In fact, our main interest is the behavior of the free surface, so
that we have to study the behavior of this function 7.

We assume that the fluid is incompressible and inviscid, and that the flow is irrotational.

Then, the fluid motion is described by the velocity potential ® = ®(X,t) satisfying the
equation

(2.1) Ax®=0 in Q(t), t>0,

where Ax is the Laplacian with respect to X, that is, Ax = A+82_, and A = 83+ - -+92.
The boundary conditions on the free surface are given by

V® .V —0,.1P =0,
(2.2) { ne + n +1

D+ 2| Vx®2+gn=0 on I'(t), t>0,
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where V = (d1,...,8,)T and Vx = (81,... ,0,,0,41)T are the gradients with respect to
z = (x,...,T,) and to X = (z,z,41), respectively, and g is the gravitational constant.
The first equation is the kinematical condition and the second one is what is known as
Bernoulli’s law restricted on the free surface. The boundary condition on the bottom is
given by

(2.3) N.-Vx®=0 on X, t>0,
where N is the normal vector to the bottom ¥. Finally, we impose the initial conditions
(2.4) n(z,0) =mo(z), B(X,0)=Po(X).

It should be assumed that the initial data satisfy the compatibility conditions, that is,
Ax®Py=01in Q(0) and N - Vx®y =0on .

Remark 2.1. In a derivation of the second equation in (2.2) we first integrate the
conservation of momentum, that is, the Euler equation 0 = p(vt +(v-V X)v) + Vxp+
pgent1 = pVx (B: + 2 Vx®|%2 + %(p — po) + g(znt1 — h)) and obtain

d, + %]Vx‘blz + -};(P — po) + g(Tns1 — h) = f(t) in Qt), t>0,

where v = V x ® is a velocity, p is a constant density, pg is a constant atmospheric pressure,
€n+1 is the unit vector in the vertical direction, and f(t) is an arbitrary function of time
t. This equation expresses what is called Bernoulli’s law. Replacing ® by ® + [ f(¢)dt,
restricting the above equation on the free surface I'(¢), and using the dynamical boundary
condition p = po on I'(t), we get the second equation in (2.2).

We proceed to rewrite the equations (2.1)—(2.4) in an appropriate non-dimensional form.
Let A be the typical wave length and h the mean depth. We introduce a non-dimensional
parameter

6= —
A

that represents the shallowness of the water, and rescale the independent and dependent
variables by

T =A%, Tpy=hing, t=-——=1t &=A/gh®, n=hj b=nhb

Putting these into (2.1)-(2.4) and dropping the tilde sign in the notation we obtain

(2.5) BAD+82,.,2=0 in Qt), t>0,

(2.6) 62 (m +Vo. Vn) ~ O0p1® =0,
' 62(®: + VO + 1) + 1(8,412)2=0 on TI(t), t>0,
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(2.7) Ons1® —8°VH- V& =0 on %, t>0,
(2.8) , n(z,0) = né(z), &(X,0)=d(X),
where

Qt) = {X = (z,2n11) € R™; b(z) < zpi1 < 1 +n(z,t)},
L(t) ={X = (z,zn+1) ER"™ ;2 = 1 + n(z,t)},
L={X = (z,7n41) € R""; 2p41 = b(z)}.
Since we are interested in asymptotic behavior of the solution when § — +0, we always
assume 0 < § < 1 in the following.
As in the usual way, we transform equivalently the initial value problem (2.5)—(2.8) to
a problem on the free surface. To this end, we introduce new unknown function ¢ by

(2.9) o(z,t) := ®(z,1 + n(zx, t),t),
which is the trace of the velocity potential on the free surface. Then, we see that

ét = P¢lrt) + Ons1P|r(e) e
Vo = V& |y + On+1®|r@ V.

It follows from (2.5), (2.7), and (2.9) that

(2.10)

(2.11) A(n,b,8)p = (67260118 — V1 - V)|,

where A = A(n, b, §) is a linear operator called the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map for Laplace’s
equation. More precisely, the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map is defined in the following way.

Definition 2.1. Under appropriate assumptions on 7 and b, for any function ¢ on the
free surface in some class there exists a unique solution ® of the boundary value problem
PAP+ 02, ,9=0 in b(z) < zpy1 < 1+ n(x),
b= on Znpi =1+ n(x),
On1® —6?°Vb-V® =0 on x, = b(z).
Using the solution ¢ we define a linear operator A = A(n, b, §) by

A(ﬂ, b’ 5)90 = (5_2871.+1(D - V77 ‘ Vcb)lp(t)

This operator A maps the Dirichlet data to the Neumann data on the free surface, so that
it is called the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map. Hereafter, the solution @ is denoted by "

The second equation in (2.10) and (2.11) imply that

{ On1®lre = 6%(1+ 6%|Vn|?) " (Ad + Vi - V),

(2.12) 2 2 2y-1
V®|re = Vo — 82(1 + 62|Vn|?)~Y(Ap + Vn - Vo) Vn.
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It follows from the first equation in (2.6) and (2.11) that n, — A¢ = 0, so that by the first
equation in (2.10) we get

Qtlr‘(t) = ¢t b 52(1 + 52tV77|2)"1(A¢ + Vn M V¢)A¢

Putting this and (2.12) into the second equation in (2.6) we obtain

(2.13) ¢ + 1+ 1Vol? — 16%(1 + 62/ Vn|?) " (A(n, b, 8)p + Vi - V) =0,
‘ e — A(n,b,8)p=0 for t> 0,
(2.14) n=mny, ¢=¢5 at t=0,

where ¢ = ®4(-,1 + n3(+)). This is one of the initial value problems that we are going
to investigate in this communication. The following theorem asserts the existence of the
solution to the above initial value problem with uniform bounds of the solution on a time
interval independent of small § > 0.

Theorem 2.1 ([4]). Let My,co > 0 and s > n/2 + 1. There exist a time T > 0 and
constants Co,80 > 0 such that for any § € (0,8), V& € H**3, n§ € H*+3+1/2 gnd
b e H* +1/2 satisfying

“V¢3|ls+3 + Hn8||s+3+1/2 + ||blfs+a+1/2 < Mo,
1+n8(z) —b(z) > co for z €R™,

the initial value problem (2.13) and (2.14) has a unique solution (n,¢) = (%, ¢°) on the
time interval [0, T) satisfying

172 () o3 + IV 2 () sz + [ (0 (2), B4 (1)) || s2 < Co,
14+7n%(z,t) —b(z) > co/2 for e R, 0<t<T, 0<6<dp.

Remark 2.2. We cannot expect that the velocity potential ® and its trace ¢ on the
free surface vanish at spatial infinity even if so does the velocity v = Vx®. Hence, it is
natural to consider the initial value problem (2.13) and (2.14) in a class V¢ € H® (not a
class ¢ € H®). However, if we impose additional conditions ¢ € L? and ||¢$|| < M,, then
we have ¢° € C([0,T); H*+%) with a uniform estimate ||¢?(t)||s+3 < Co.

3 Shallow water approximation for Problem I

We proceed to study formally asymptotic behavior of the solution (n?, #?) to the initial
value problem (2.13) and (2.14) when 6 — +0 and derive the shallow water equations,
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whose solution approximates (7°, ¢°) in a suitable sense. Then, we will give a theorem
which ensures a rigorous approximation of the water wave by the shallow water equations.
It follows from the first equation in (2.13) that

1
¢ +1n+ §|V¢|2 = 0(6°).
By (2.5) and (2.7),

Tn+1

(31) (an+1q)) ((L’, $n+17t) = ((9,,.,.1@)(93’, b(.’L’), t) + ‘/b‘( ) (6121+1(I)) (.’I}, Y, t)dy

Tn

= 8V(z) - VO(z,b(z), ) — 6 / " (A8 (z, v, t)dy,

b(x)
which implies that (0,+19)(X,t) = O(8%). Therefore,

Tn+1

VO(2, Zns1, 8) = VO, 1+ n(, ), £) + / (V8ni1®)(z, y, t)dy

14+n(z,t)
= V®(z,1+ n(z,t),t) + O(52).

Moreover, by the definition (2.9) it holds that
Vé(z,t) = VB(z,1+n(, 1), 8) + V() (Oas19)(2, 1 + 1(2), 1)
= V®(z,1+ n(z,t),t) + 0O(6?)
= V®(X,t) + O(&?).
Similarly, we have
Ag(z,t) = AP(X,t) + O(82).
These relation and (3.1) imply that

14n(z,t)
(0na1®)(x, 1 + (), £) = 62Vb(z) - V(z, £) — 62 / Ad(z, t)dy + O(5%)
b(z)

= —8°(1 + n(z,1))Ad(z, ) + 6°V - (b(z)Ve(z,t)) + O(5?).
Hence, by (2.11) we have
(3.2) (Ad)(z,t) = =V - ((1 + n(z, t) — b(z))Ve(z,t)) + O(?).

This formal expansion of the operator A = A(n, b, ) with respect to 2 can be justified
mathematically by the following lemma.

Lemma 3.1 ([4]). Let M,c > 0 and s > n/2. There exist positive constants C and &
such that for any é € (0,81] and n,b € H*+**1/2(R™) satisfying

6lls+2+1/2 + 1nlls+241/2 < M, 1+n(x) —b(x) >c for z€R",

we have
A(,6,8)¢+ V- (1 +1—-b)V)|s < CE?|| V| ss2-
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The second equation in (2.13) and (3.2) imply that
n+V-((1+n-0)Ve) =0().
To summarize, we have derived the partial differential equations

e+ V- ((1+n-b)Ve) =0(s),
¢ +n+ 5| Ve|? = 0(6%),

which approximate the equations in (2.13) up to order 2. Letting 6 — 0 in the above
equations we obtain

n+ V- ((1+17°~b)Ve®) =0,
¢ +n° + 3|Ve°|* = 0.

Finally, putting u® := V¢° and taking the gradient of the second equation, we are led to

the shallow water equations

{ W+ V- ((1+n°-bul) =0,

3.3
(3.3) ud + (u®- V)u + Vn? = 0.

Moreover, u? satisfies the irrotational condition
(3.4) _ rotu’ = 0,

where rot u is the rotation of u = (uy,...,u,)? defined by rotu = (8;u; — 8;u;)1<i j<n-
The following theorem gives a mathematically rigorous justification of the shallow water
equations for water waves.

Theorem 3.1 ([4]). In addition to hypothesis of Theorem 2.1 we assume that as § — +0
the initial data (nd, V¢S) converge to (n3,u) in H**3 x H**2. Then, as § — +0 the
solution obtained in Theorem 2.1 satisfies

(7%, V) — (n°, u®) weakly* in L>®(0,T; H*+3 x H5+?),
strongly in  C([0, T]; H**t3~¢ x Hs+2-¢)

for each € > 0, where (n°,u®) is a unique solution of the shallow water equations (3.3) with
initial conditions (n°, u®)|i=0 = (13, u3) and u® satisfies the irrotational condition (3.4).

Moreover, if we also assume that ||[n§ — n8|ls + IV#§ — ul|ls = O(62), then for any
6 € (0,80 and t € [0,T] we have

7°(t) = n°@)ls + [IV° (t) — u()lls < C&

with a constant C independent of § and t.
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4 Formulation of Problem II

The second type of the water wave corresponds to the ocean around the earth, that is,
we take an effect of the curvature into account on the surface of the earth, and the shape
of the fluid region is shown in the following illustration.

" T'(t) : free surface

More precisely, we will consider a water wave around a 3-dimensional obstacle subject
to the gravitation due to the obstacle. In this case, it would be better to use the radial
coordinate r and the spherical coordinates w, which moves on the unit sphere S2, rather
than the Cartesian coordinates. We assume that the domain Q(t) occupied by the fluid
at time ¢ > 0, the free surface I'(¢), and the rigid boundary ¥ of an obstacle are of the
forms

QM) ={z=rweR* R+bw) <r <R+ h+nwt), we S?},

Ft)y={z=rweR?; r=R+h+nwt), w ESz},

S={z=rweR? r=R+bw), weS?},
where R and h are the mean radius of the obstacle and the mean depth of the fluid,
- respectively. The functions b and 7 represent the bottom topography and the surface
elevation, respectively. In this problem b is a given function, while 7 is the unknown.

We assume that the fluid is incompressible and inviscid, and that the flow is irrotational.

Then, the fluid motion is described by the velocity potential ® = ®(r,w,t) satisfying
Laplace’s equation in the spherical polar coordinates

(4.1) (r*®,), + Ag2®=0 in Q(), t>0,

where Ag: is the Laplace-Beltrami operator on the unit sphere S2. The boundary condi-
tions on the free surface are given by
™ + Flfv92¢ . V52’l7 bt (I)-,- = 0,

4.2
B2 e+ 1@+ ATw0r) - MG(1- 25) =0 on T, 150,

" R+h
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where M is the total mass of the obstacle and G is the gravitational constant. It is assumed
that the center of the gravity is located at the origin of coordinates. The gradient of a
scalar field f and the divergence of a vector field u are denoted by Vg2f and Vg2 - u,
respectively. The first equation is the kinematical condition and the second one is what
is known as Bernoulli’s law restricted on the free surface. The boundary condition on the
bottom is given by

(43) P, — %Vsﬂb . Vs2b =0 on X, t>0.
Finally, we impose the initial conditions
(44) 77(‘-0, 0) = Uo(w), ¢(T9 w, 0) = ‘1)0(7', w)'

It should be assumed that the initial data satisfy the compatibility conditions, that is,
(r’®¢,), + Ag2®o = 0 in Q(0) and ;1;V32<I>0 - Vg2b— ®p. =0on X.

We proceed to rewrite the equations (4.1)-(4.4) in an appropriate non-dimensional
form. In this type of the water wave, a non-dimensional parameter é that represents the
shallowness of the water is defined by

h
§ = —.
R
We rescale the independent and dependent variables by

R2
t =
VMGh(1 + 8)-1

r = RF,

t, ®=+/MGh(1+6)"1®, n=~hij, b=nhb.

Putting these into (4.1)-(4.4) and dropping the tilde sign in the notation we obtain

(4.5) (r2®,), + Ag2® =0 in Q(t), t>0.
(46) §(m + 772V ® - Vg2n) — @, = 0,
' ®; + 2 (P2 +172|Vg:®?) +r lIn=0 on TI'(t), t>0,
(4.7) P, — 01 2Vg®-Vg:b=0 on L, ¢>0.
(4.8) n(w,0) = ny(w), @(r,w,0) = Bj(r,w),
where

Qt)={r=rweR% 1+6bw) <r<1+6(1+nwt)), weS?},
Ft)={z=rweRd r=1+6(1+nw,t), w € 8%},
E={:c=rw€R3;r=1+5b(w), wESz}.
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Since we are interested in asymptotic behavior of the solution when § — +0, we always
assume 0 < § < 1 in the following.

As before, we transform equivalently the initial value problem (4.5)-(4.8) to a problem
on the free surface. To this end, we introduce new unknown function ¢ by

(4.9) P(w,t) = @(1 +6(1 + n(w, t)),w,1),
which is the trace of the velocity potential on the free surface. Then, we see that

(410) ¢t = ¢t|l"(t) + Qr‘l‘(t)éntv
Vg2 = Vs2q>|p(t) + ‘I’r'p(t)évsen.
It follows from (4.5), (4.7), and (4.9) that
(4.11) A(n,b,0)¢ = 671r%(®, — 6772V g2n - Vg2 ®) lr(t)’

where A = A(n, b, §) is a linear operator called the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map for Laplace’s
equation. In this case, the map A = A(7n, b, d) is defined as follows.

Definition 4.1. Under appropriate assumptions on 7 and b, for any function @ on the
free surface in some class there exists a unique solution @ of the boundary value problem

(r*®,), + Ag:® =0 in 1+6bw)<r<146(1+n(w,t)),
b=y on 7=1+6(1+n(w,t)),
®, — 6r72Vg2® - Vgeb=0 on r =1+ db(w).

Note that in the Cartesian coordinates this boundary value problem can be written in the
form

AP =0 in Q(t),

®=9p on TI'(t),

N.-V®=0 on X.

Using the solution ¢ we define the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map A = A(n, b, §) by
A(n,b,8)p := 67'r*(®, — 677 2Vgen - Vs:2) IF(t)
(=67'*V1+62r—2N - V| ).

The second equation in (4.10) and (4.11) imply that
(412) @:|re = 8(r? + 82| Vgan|?) T (Ad + Vs - Vagh),
Vg2 ®|rpy = Vg2 — 52(7‘2 + 52|V5277|2)_1 (A¢ + Vg2« Vsa¢)vszn.

It follows from the first equation in (4.6) and (4.11) that 7, — 7=2A¢ = 0, so that by the
first equation in (4.10) we get

q’tll‘(t) = ¢, — §2r—2 (7‘2 + 62|V527)|2) —1(A¢ + Vg2n - VSQ¢)A¢.
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Putting this and (4.12) into the second equation in (4.6) we obtain

& + T‘_lTl + %T_QIVsz(ﬁIQ
(4.13) —38%r2(r? + <521vsm|2)‘1 (A(n,b,8)¢ + Vgen - Vsz¢)2 =0,
m —r*A(n,b,6)p =0 for t> 0,

(4.14) n=mn ¢=a) at t=0,

where r = 1+ 6(1 + n) and ¢§ = ®§(1 + 6(1 + n§(-)),-). This is another initial value
problem that we are going to investigate in this communication.

5 Shallow water approximation for Problem II

We proceed to study formally asymptotic behavior of the solution (1%, #°) to the initial
value problem (4.13) and (4.14) when 6 — +0 and derive the shallow water equations on
the sphere S?, whose solution approximates (n°, ¢°) in a suitable sense.

It follows from the first equation in (4.13) that

1
&+ 1+ 5| V50l = O()

T

(5.1) S, (r,w,t)= <I>,|r=1+6b(w) + / d,.(s,w,t)ds
14-6b(w)

= 57~—2V32(I)‘T=1+6b(w) - Vg2b + /11;.51,@) b, (s,w,t)ds.

Since 1 + 6b(w) < r < 1+ 6(1 + n(w, t)), (5.1) implies that ®,(r,w,t) = O(8). Therefore,

O(r,w,t) = ¢(w,t) + / D, (s,w,t)ds = p(w, t) + O(d),
1+6(1+n(w,t))

so that by (4.5),
S, (r,w,t) = =2r71®.(r,w, t) — 1 2Age®(r,w, t) = —Aged(w, t) + O(6).
Putting these into (5.1) we see that

| = Vg2 - Vgib — 6(1 + 1 — b)Ag2¢ + O(62).

r=1+6(1+n(w,t))

Hence, by (4.11) we have

(5.2) A¢p = —Vsgz2 - (1 +n—b)Vs2) + O(6).
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This and the second equation in (4.13) imply that
e+ Vsz - (L+1—b)Vs20) = O(9).
To summarize, we have derived the partial differential equations

{ T+ Vsz - ((1+n - b)Vs¢) = O(6),
¢ +n+ 3|Vs20|? = O(6),

which approximate the equations in (4.13) up to order 8. Letting &6 — 0 in the above
equations we obtain

ne + Vsz - ((1+n° - b)Vs20°) = 0,

¢ +n° + 5|Vs20°? = 0.
Finally, putting u° := Vg2¢° and taking the gradient of the second equation, we are led
to the shallow water equations on the sphere S2

(5.3) { 7 + Vs - ((1+7° - b)u’) =0,

u? + Vuouo + Vszno =0,

where Vyou® is the covariant derivative of the vector field u® with respect to u°. These
have exactly the same form as the compressible Euler equations on the manifold S?, so
that this shallow water limit gives the necessity to the analysis of the compressible Euler
equations not only in the Euclidean space but also on general manifolds.

6 Linearized equations and energy estimates

The most difficult part to give a mathematically rigorous justification of the shallow
water approximations for water waves is to establish an existence theory for the initial
value problems (2.13) and (2.14), and (4.13) and (4.14) together with uniform boundedness
of the solution with respect to the small parameter §. Such uniform boundedness are
obtained by the energy methods together with a precise analysis of the Dirichlet-to-
Neumann map A for Laplace’s equation. In the analysis, we transform the boundary
value problem for Laplace’s equation in the fluid domain Q(t) to a problem on the simple
fixed domain Q2 = R™ x (0,1) in the case of Problem I and Qp = {z=rweR31<
r<l+4 we SQ} in the case of Problem II, respectively, by using an appropriate
diffeomorphism © : Q — Q(t). This is one of the crucial parts of this communication.
We will construct such a diffeomorphism © which is conformal in the tangential and the
normal directions on the boundary in some sense.

In order to explain how to apply the method to our problem, we will focus on the
initial value problem (2.13) and (2.14) and consider linearized equations of (2.13) around
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an arbitrary flow (n,¢) and give an energy estimate of the solution to the linearized
equations. The energy estimate for the problem (4.13) and (4.14) can be carried out
in almost the same way. Following D. Lannes [8], we linearize the equations in (2.13)
around (7, ¢). To this end, we need to calculate the Fréchet derivative of the Dirichlet-
to-Neumann map A(#n, b, §) with respect to 7.

Lemma 6.1 ([8]). The Fréchet derivative of A(n,b,8) with respect to n has the form
DyA(n, b,8)[¢]é = ~8°A(n, b,6)(Z¢) — V - (vC),

where
Z=(1+8Vn>) Y (A(n,b,8)¢+ Vn- V),
v=V¢-5622ZVn.

By this lemma, setting
¢ :=0n, Y= 0¢ — 522677’
we see that the linearized equations have the form

Y +v-Vo+ (14822, +6%0-VZ) =0,
Here, we note that the function 1 + 627, + 6%v - VZ is positively definite for sufficiently

small §. In view of this, we will consider the following system of linear equations for
unknowns (¥, ¢).

(61) wt+b1'v’d)+aczflv
Ce+b2-V(— Ay = fy,
where a, by = (b1, ... ,b1n), ba = (b21,... ,bapn), f1, fo are given functions of z and ¢t and

may depend on §, and A = A(n, b, ) is the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map. We assume that
the function a satisfies the following positivity condition.

a(z,t) > co>0 for e R", 0<t<T.

In order to define an energy function to the system (6.1), we need more information on
the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map A.
Introducing a (n + 1) x (n + 1) matrix I5 by

E, 0
I“_( 0 5-1)’

where E, is the nxn unit matrix, we can rewrite the boundary value problem in Definition
2.1 as the following form.

Vx - I3Vx®=0 in Q
(6.2) d=9¢ on T,
N-I}Vx®=0 on X
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Lemma 6.2. The Dirichlet-to-Neumann map A = A(n,b,6) is symmetric in L%(R"),
that is, for any ¢,y € H'(R™) it holds that

(Ag,¥) = (¢, Ay).

Proof. Set ® := ¢" and ¥ := . By Green’s formula we have
0= / (Vx - PVx®) — &(Vx - IVxT))dX
Q
= /((N IV x®)U — B(N - I3V x¥))dS,
r

where N is the unit outward normal to the boundary 9. In the above calculation we used
the boundary condition on the bottom . Since ® = ¢, ¥ =, \/1+ |Vn|2N - [?Vx® =

A, 1+ |Vn|2N - I}V x ¥ = A, and dS = /1 + |Vn[2dz on T', we obtain the desired
identity. O

Lemma 6.3. For any ¢ € H'(R"), it holds that (A¢, ¢) = 115V x @120y, where ® = ¢".

Proof. By Green’s formula we see that
0= /(VX-I§VX¢)¢dX =/ (N - I}V x®)®dS — / |1V x ®|2d X.
Q an Q
This together with the boundary conditions yields the desired identity. O

These two lemmas imply that the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map A is a positive operator in
L*(R™). For simplicity, we first consider the linear equations (6.1) in the case b; = by = 0,
that is, the equations

Y+ af = fi,
G — Ay = fa,

which can be written in the matrix form
(4 + 0 a () _ f1
¢ . —-A O ¢ fo

U, + AU = F
where U = (¥,¢)T, F = (Af1,af2)T and

A O 0 Aa
%_—(0 a)’ 'Qll_(—aA 0>‘

or
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Here, we note that .« is positively definite and 2 is skew-symmetric, that is, &* = —.a.
This means that the matrix operator &% is a symmetrizer for the system (6.1), so that
the corresponding energy function is defined by

E(t) := (2U,U) = (A, ) + (a(, €).

In fact, for any smooth solution (¢, ¢) to the system (6.1) we see that

—dgt_E(t) = ([6ta A]¢'7 w) + 2(’¢)ta Al/J) + (atC, C) + 2(‘1Ct, C)

+ (a€, €) + (V- (ab2))(, €) + 2(afs, €).
Crucial terms in the right hand side are ([0;, A]y, ) and (b - V4, Av).

Lemma 6.4. Let r > n/2, co, M > 0. There exist positive constants C; and §; such that
if0<d <6, be H ' and n € CH([0,T); H™*?) satisfy the conditions

Hollr+1 + lIn(E)llr1 + Ime(®)]lrs1 < M,
1+ n(z,t) —b(x) >co for z€R”, 0<t<T,

then we have

Proof. Taking an appropriate diffeomorphism © : Qp = R"® x [0,1] — Q(t), we put
® := ¢" and ® := ® 0 ©. Then, the boundary value problem (6.2) is transformed into

Vx - IsPI;Vx® =0 in 0< 2,41 <1,
b =9 on Znpyp =1,
8n+1é =0 on Tnp4y = 0,

where P = P(x,y,t;6) is positively definite and satisfies

[Pl +|P7Y+|R| <L C,
* 0 * 0
P(z,0) = (O 1), P(z,1) = (0 1).
Moreover, it holds that
(6.3) CHIsVx @l 2@ < sV x®liL2(y) < CllIsV x®||L2(0).-

In fact, we can construct such a diffeomorphism © if we take 6; sufficiently small. Then,
by Lemma 6.3 we have

(Ad), ¢) = / |I§VX‘I>|2dX = PI&Vx&’ . Itst&)dX,
Q(¢) Q6
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so that

d - - ~ ~
([ata A](bv ¢) = E(AQb, ¢) =2 PI(SVX(I) * LSVX(I)th + HIng@ . I5VX(I)dX.
Qo Qo

Since ®(-,1) = ¢, we have ®,(-,1) = 0. Therefore, by Green’s formula we see that

PLVx® - I;Vx®,dX
Qo

= - / (Vx - IsPI;V x®)®,dX
Qo
+ (en+1 ' Igvx(i)(v 1), &)t('a 1)) - (en+1 * IgvXé(, O)a &)t(" 0))
= 0.

Hence, we obtain
(8, Al#, &) < | Pl eo(20) 116V x @ 22(0)-
This together with (6.3) and Lemma 6.3 implies the desired estimate. O

Lemma 6.5. Let r > n/2, co, M > 0. There exist positive constants C; and &, such that
if 0 < § < 61, b,n € H 2satisfy the conditions

16llr+2 + l[9llr42 < M,
1+n(z) —blz) > co for ze€R",

then we have
|(Ag, v - V)| < Ci||v]|r+1(Ad, @).

Proof. We set ® := ¢" and construct a vector field V = (Vi,...,V,, Ve1)T on Q
satisfying
{ Vir=v; (1<j<n), Vaplr=dv-Vn,
Vatils = 6(Vilg, ..., Valg)T - Vb,
and

(6.4) 115V x VillLeo() + -+ - + 116V x Vot =) < Cllollr41-
Then, it is easy to see that
V-IgVX<1>|P=v-V¢, V-I(;NlF=V-L;N|E= 0.

By these relations and Green’s formula we see that
(Ap,v-V¢) = /(N CIEVx®)(V - IsVx®)dS = / Vx - (IFVx®)(V - I;Vx®))dX
r Q
= / L;Vx@-(I,sVXV)IgVX(I)dX+%/ V. I;Vx|IsV x®2dX
Q Q

= / (Ian<P (LVxV)Vx® — %(LSVX . V)|I¢SVX‘I)|2) dX,
Q
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where IsVxV = (I;VxV1, ..., 1§V xV,41). Therefore, we obtain
[(Ag,v- V)| < CIIsVxV || Lo@) sV x®l132(0) = CllIsV x Vo) (Ad, 8),
which together with (6.4) implies the desired estimate. O

Lemma 6.6. For the Dirichlet-to-Neumann map A = A(n, b, §) it holds that

(¢, A)| < (6, Ad)V/ (W, AY).

Proof. Set ® := ¢" and ¥ := 3. By Green’s formula we see that

(Ag,¥) = /(N CIEV x®)WdS = / Vx - ((IiVx®)¥)dX = / IsVx® - IsVxVdX.
r Q Q
Therefore, by Lemma 6.3 we obtain

[(Ap, ¥)| < 115V x @l L2y s Vx Pl 12(0) = v/ (@, Ad)V/ (¥, A).

This shows the desired estimate. O

By these Lemmas 6.4-6.6, we obtain

S B(t) < CEW) + (A0, () + 101,

which together with Gronwall’s inequality implies that
E(t) < Ce“E(0) + /Ot e“CIAL(7), f1(7)) + |1 fa(7)]1P}dr
Similarly, for a high order energy function F4(t) defined by
Ey(t) := (AJ°%(t), J°¥(t)) + (aJ°C(2), J*((2)),

where J = 1+ |D| (we use the standard notation of Fourier multipliers), we can obtain a
high order energy estimate

(6.5) E(t) < Ce™E4(0) + /Ot e“ (AT fi(7), (7)) + | fo(7) |13}

with a constant C independent of 4.

Now, we need to convert the energy function F,(t) into the norm of a Sobolev space
uniformly with respect to é.

Lemma 6.7. Under the same hypothesis of Lemma 6.4, for any ¢ € H' we have
CIAY %1% < (Mg, 8) < ClIAS 8112

with a constant C > 1 independent of §, where Ao = A(0,0,8) = 3| D|tanh(é|D|).
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Proof. By using the diffeomorphism © in the proof of Lemma 6.4, we set ® := " and
.= P00, and decompose & = &, + ®,, where ®; and @, are solutions of the boundary
value problems

VX . ]gVXél =0 in 0< Tny < 1,

D, =9 on Zny =1,
Op1®1 =0 on ZTny =0
and . _
VX . Ing@Q = VX . Ig([l - P)I&VXq) in 0< Tpy1 < 1,
(52 =0 on ZInpy =1,
Ony1®P2 = 0 on ZTnp4 =0,

respectively. Then, it holds that
Ap =620, 11D(-, 1) = §720,1181(, 1) + 620,41 D2(-, 1) = Ao + 6~ 20n11P2(:, 1)

and, by Lemma 6.3, that

(A4,9) = sV x®Fa), 1461 = (Aod, 8) = 15V xB1|2a(qy)-
By Green'’s formula we see that

(6720n011®92(, 1), 8) = (6 20n41P2(-, 1), 81 (-, 1))

= /Q IsVx®, - iV x®dX + A (Vx - IV x®3)®1d X
0 0

= / I;Vx®; - I,V x®,dX + / (Vx - Is(Iy — P)I;V x®)®:dX
Qo : Qo

= / IiVx®, I;Vx®dX — [ (I, - P)I;Vx® - I;Vx®dX.
Qo

Qo
Therefore,
|(6720p11%2(+, 1), ¢)| < C(I1sV x P2l 2(00) + 115V x @ || L2(620) ) 1 16V x @1 || L2 () -
Similarly, by the equations for ®, we see that

116V x @320y = — / (Vx - IZVx®,)Pod X = — / (Vx - Is(Iy — P)IsV x®)®,d X
Qo Q

= / (I) = P)I;Vx® - I;Vx®d X < Cl sV x®|| 200y 1 15V x D2 | L2(020).
Qg

so that
115V x P2l r2(00) < CllIsVx®||12(00) < CllIsV x| 120,
where we used (6.3). Summarizing the above estimates we obtain

|(Ag, ¢) — (Aog, 9)| < CilIsV x®|| 2 15V x @11l 2(00) < C1V/ (AD, )/ (Ao, @),

which easily yields the desired inequalities. O
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Lemma 6.8. For any real s, we have

{ IVlls < V201 + 0)||AY 2Bl ss1/2,

1A526lls < min{[|Ve|ls, 6-2/2||¢|lss1/2}-

Proof. By the inequalities (1 + v/&) !a < vVatanha < min{a, /a} for a > 0, it holds
that

(1+V/51€]) "¢l < V/5-T][tanh([€]) < min{|¢|,671/2|g]/?} for £€R™, §>0,

which yields the desired estimates. O

It follows from (6.5) and Lemmas 6.7 and 6.8 that for any smooth solution (¢, ¢) to the
system (6.1) of linear equations we have

VY @512 + IS®I3
< Ce([Vy(0)112 + 1IC(0)112) +C/0 eI (IVAMIZ + I fa()I17)dr

with a constant C independent of 4.

For the nonlinear problem (2.13), we reduce the problem to a system of quasilinear
equations by introducing new functions (i := Oykn and Yk := Oyjxd — 6°Z 0,7, where
Oijx = 0;0;0r and Z is given in Lemma 6.1. Then, the system has the form

OCijk + v - V(ijk — Apyjp = f’j‘k»
Otizi + v - Vbige + aliji = f3',

where v is given in Lemma 6.1, a = 14 62Z,+6%v-V Z, and f* and f27* are corrections of
lower order terms. Applying the energy estimate to this system of quasilinear equations,
we obtain the uniform boundedness of the solution stated in Theorem 2.1.

The details will be published elsewhere.
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