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Quasi-unipotent constructible sheaves

By M. KASHIWARA
Dedicated to the memory of Professor Takuro Shintani

It is known that the local monodromy of the constructible sheaves obtained
by Gauss-Manin connection is always quasi-unipotent. The purpose of this paper
is to study the properties of such constructible sheaves that their local mono-
dromies are quasi-unipotent. More precisely, we say that a constructible sheaf
of C-vector spaces on a complex analytic space X is guasi-unipotent if, for any
analytic map ¢ from the unit disc D={ze(;|z|<1} into X, the monodromy
@ 'F along the path {z;|z|==¢} is quasi-unipotent for 0<{e<€1l. Recall that an
endomorphism of a finite-dimensional vector space is called quasi-unipotent if
any of its eigenvalues is a root of the umity.

We shall show the quasi-unipotency is stable under the pull-back and the
proper direct image. Above all, the most remarkable property that the quasi-
unipotency enjoys is that this is a generic property in the following sense. Let
X be an analytic space, ¥ a closed analytic subset and Z a closed analytic
subset of codimension =2. Let F be a sheaf on X such that Fly.» and Fl»
are locally constant sheaves of finite rank. Under these conditions, it Fly.zis
quasi-unipotent, then F is also quasi-unipotent. In order to prove this result, we
first reduce this to the case when X is a neighbourhood of the origin of C% ¥
a union of non-singular curves and Z the origin. In this case one can describe
the monodromy group of X—Y by using the graph associated Y.

I would like to thank J.P. Ramis who let me take the attention on this
subject and L& Diing Trang for the fruitful discussions.

§1. Quasi-unipotent sheaf.

1. We shall recall the definition of constructible sheaves. We refer [17 for
further properties of constructible sheaves. )

Let X be an analvtic space and let F be a sheaf of C-vector spaces. We
say that F is constructible if there exists a decreasing sequence {X} s=0.1. Of
closed analytic subsets of X satisfying the following coaditions:

(L.L1) X=X,, NX=0.
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(1.1.2) F Ixj- X, 18 & locally constant sheaf of finite rank for j=0, 1, ---.

J¥1
This is a local property; i.e., if there exists an open covering {2;} of X such
that F| {2} is constructible, then F is constructible. If F is a constructible sheaf,
then the set of points which do not have a neighbourhood where F is locally
constant is a nowhere dense closed analytic subset of X.

The following propositions are known.

ProrosiTiON 11, (1) If F and G are construciible sheaves and if f: F—G
ts a homomorphism, then the hernel, the image and the cokernel of f are constructible.
(2) If 0= F ~F—=F"—01is an exact sequence of sheaves on X and if F' and
F" ave constructidle, then F is also constructible. (3) If Fis a constructible sheaf
on X and if Y is a closed analvtic subset of X, then JH{(F) is constructible for
any j.

ProposiTioN 1.2. Let f: X—7Y be an analytic map. (1) If G is a con-
structible sheaf on Y, then f'G is a constructible sheaf on X. (2) If fisa
proper map and if Fis a constructible sheaf on X, then Rif.{F) is a construciible
sheaf on ¥ for any j.

2, Let X be an arcwise connected topological space and x, a point of X.
Let F be a locally constant sheaf on X. Let I denote the unit interval. Then,
for a continuous map ¢:J— X, ¢™F) is a constant sheaf on 7 and we obtain
an isomorphism from (g 'F)y="Fa onto (o 'F),=F,q;. Hence if o(0)=¢(1)=x,,
we obtain the automorphism of F., which we shall call the monodromy of F
along the path p. This depends oaly on the homotopy type of p and we obtain
the group homomorphism

=X, x;) — Aut(F.).

Conversely, if V is a representation of x, then there exists a unique locally con-
stant sheaf F such that [, is isomorphic to ¥ as a representation of =.
Recall that for any sheaf F on X, we have

RI(X; F)= R Homee1 (C, RIE ; p~1FY),

where p : ¥ — X is the universal covering of X, €[r] the group ring and C is
the trivial representation of x. Hence, in particular, if X is contractible and if
Fis a locally constant sheaf on X, then we have

RI'(X; F)= R Homen(C, Fgp).

3. Let D denote the unit disc {zeC;|z| <1} in C and let D* denote D—
{0}. For a constructible sheaf F on D, there exists >0 such that F Ipy 15 a
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locally constant sheaf. Here, D¥ denotes the set {z=C ;0<{z|<d}. Hence the
monodromy of F along {z;|z|=c} does not depend on ¢ if 0<Cegl. We shall
call it the monedromy of F around the origin.

For a linear endomorphism 7T of a finite-dimensional vector space, we say
that T is quasi-unipotent if any eigenvalue of T is a root of unity, This condi-
tion is equivalent to the existence of two integers m, [21 such that (T™--1)'=0.

Now, let X be an analytic space,

DerinrrioN 1.3. A constructible sheaf F on X is called guasi-unipofent ata
point x of X if, for any analytic map ¢: D— X with ¢(0)=x, the monodromy of
@ *F around the origin is quasi-unipotent. [f F is guasi-unipotent at any point
of X, we say that F is quasi-unipotent.

The following two propositions are obvious by the definition.

ProroserioN 1.4, (1) A locally constant sheaf of finite rank is quasi-unipotent.
(2) Lot F'— F—F" be an exact sequence of constructible sheaves. If F' and F”
are quasi-unipotent, then so is F.

ProrosiTioN 1.5, Let f: X— Y be an analytic map. Then, for any quasi-
unipotent sheaf F on Y, f'F is quasi-unipotent,

PropPOSITION 1.6, Let F be a constructible sheaf on D. If the monodromy
of F around the origin is quasi-unipotent, then F is quasi-unipotent at the origin.

ProoF., Let ¢ be an analytic map from D into D such that @(0)=0. If
@(Dy= {0}, then w™'F is a constant sheaf and hence its monodromy around the
origin is the identity. [f @(D)# {0}, then ¢:{D, 0)—(D, 0) is equivalent to z™
for some integer m=1. Hence, if we denote by M the monodromy of F around
the origin, then the monodromy of ¢ *F around the origin is M™, which is
quasi-unipotent. Q.E.D.

ProrosiTioN 17. Let f: X— Y be an analytic map. Assume that the topology
of Y equals the quotient topology of X. Let F be a constructible sheaf on Y.
Then F is quasi-unipotent if and only if 'F is quasi-unzpotent.

Proor. Assume that f'F is quasi-unipotent. We shall prove that, for an
analytic map, ¢: D—7Y, ¢ 'F is quasi-unipotent at the origin. Set y=¢(0). If
(D)= {y}, then this is obvious. If not, the origin is a discrete point of ¢~(0).
Hence, we may assume, by shrinking D2 and Y, that ¢ is finite and ¢~ "(y)={0}.
Set X’=XxyD and let ¢’ and f denote the projections from X’ to X and D,
respectively. We shali prove that the closure of f/~*D*) contains some point
of Y0 If f~Y(D*) were a closed subset of X', then o'f""(D%)=7"'p(D*)
would be a closed subset of Y. Hence o{(D*) would be closed in ¥. Therefore
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(D% would contain y=(0), which contradicts ¢-3(y)=={0}. Thus, /(D% is
not a closed subset of X’. Let x be a point of f~%0) which belongs to the
closure of f~%D*), Then, there exists a holomorphic map ¢:D— X such that
P(=x and (D" -1(D*). Since f'F is quasi-unipotent, ¢~ ¢ ' f 1 F=(f o)
«(¢™'F) is quasi-unipotent. On the other hand, we have (f'og) {(D*)CD*, and
hence fogr 1 (D, 0)— (I, 0) is isomorphic to g(z)==z™ for an integer m=1. Hence
g 'F is quasi-unipotent at the origin. If A/ denotes the monodromy of ¢='F
around the origin, then the monodromy of g~'e™'F around the origin equals M™.
Therefore M™ is quasi-unipotent, which implies the quasi-unipotency of M.
Q.E.D,

ProrosiTioN 1.8, Let f: X—Y be a finite map and F a consiructible sheaf
on X. Then F is gquasi-unipotent if and only if foF is quasi-unipotent.

Proor. Note that Fisa quotient of f*f,F. Hence, if foF is quasi-unipotent,
then F'is quasi-unipotent by Proposition 1.5 and Proposition 1.4 (2). Conversely
assume that F is quasi-unipotent. In order to show the quasi-unipotency of fiF,
let ¢ be an analytic map from D into ¥, Set X'=XxyD and let X be the
normalization of X’. Let ¢: X"~ X and g:A"—D denote the projections.
Then ¢ *f.F is isomorphic to gw«¢7'F on Di={zeD.0<|zi<d for 0<dgl
Hence it is sufficient to show the quasi-unipotency of gw¢~*F. Thus, Proposition
1.8 is reduced to the following: if X is non-singular and if f: X— I} is a finite
map, then, for any quasi-unipotent sheaf F on X, foF is quasi-unipotent at the
origin. We may assume that f%(0) consists of a single peint, say 0. Then
fi(X, B)—(D, 0) is isomorphic to z™ for an integer m=1. Let A and M’ denote
the monodromy of ¥ and f.F around 0, respectively. Then one can easily show
that

Mm=M - SOM {m-times).

Hence, if M is quasi-unipotent, M’ is also quasi-unipotent, Q.ED.

4. Let X be a non-singular analytic space and Y a connected non-singular
bypersurface of X. Then, for any point y of ¥, there exists a sufficiently small
neighbourhoed U7 of y such that =, (I/—Y) is generated by the one element 7,
which we can obtain as foliows. Take a holomorphic map ¢: D— U such that
0 Y )= {0} as an analytic space. Then we take as y the path @(ee®™*) (0={=1)
for 0<e<1. Remark that this element determines a unique conjugacy class of
i X—Y).

For a locally constant sheaf F on X-—V, the monodromy of F along 7 is
called the monodromy of F around Y.
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ProrosiTION 1.9. Let ¥ be a normally crossing hypersurface of a non-sin-
gular analytic space X and I a sheaf on X such that F | x-y and Fly are locally
constant sheaves. Let X be a point of X. Then the following conditions are
equivalent

(1) F is quasi-unipotent on some neighbourhood of x.

(2) The monodromy of F around any irreducible components containing x is quasi-
unipotent.

(3} F 15 quasi-unipotent af x.

ProoF. The implications (1) = (2} and (3) are evident. We shall show (3)=
(2)>(1). Let us take a local coordinate system (¢, ---, fx) and a small neigh-

bourhood I7 of x such that U={{&C"; |{;]| <&}, x=1{0} and YﬂU=f}H; with
i=1

H={tzu;t;=0. Then z(U~Y)is the free abelian group generated by p
elements 71, -, 7 Wwhere 7; is the path around H; Since [ is quasi-unipotent,
by replacing F with Fy_z, we may assume from the beginning Fy=0. Now, we
shall assume (3). Let p be the monodromy representation. For any pair m=
(1my, -~ , np) Of positive integers, let vn: DU be the map defined by en(t)=
(2t™1, -o, gt™», Q, -, 0). Then if we denote by 7 the path in D around the origin,
we have pna(7)=rP - ype. If Fis quasi-unipotent at x, then ex{tN=plro™t -
o(ypy™® is quasi-unipotent for any m. This implies the quasi-unipotency of o7 5.
Finally, we shall show (2)=>(1). Let ¢:D—U be an analytic map. If o(D)CY,
then ¢~} F) is quasi-unipotent. If (D)aY, we may assume ¢{D*)CU —¥. Hence,
o(yy=yP1 - y»r for some integers ni, -, M, Since p(y;) are quasi-unipotent
by (2), p(y) is also quasi-unipotent. Q.E. D

ProrosiTioN 1.10. Let F be o constructible sheaf on an analytic space X.
Then the set of the poinls at which F is not quasi-unipotent is a nowhere dense
closed analytic subset of X.

ProoF. We shall prove this by the induction oa the dimension of X. We
shall denote by R(F) the set of the points at which F is not quasi-unipotent.
Let us take a closed nowhere dense analytic subset ¥ of X such that Fly_y is
locally constant. Then we have

R(F)=R(Fy_y)JR(Fly).

By the hypothesis of the induction, R(F}y) is a closed analytic subset of ¥ and
we have R(Fy_y)CY. Hence, by replacing F with Fy_y, it is enough to show
that R(F) is a closed analytic subset under the assumption: F|y=0 and F|y_»
is locaily constant. By the desingularization theorem of Hironaka, there exists
a proper surjective map f: X' — X such that X’ is non-singular and f*(Y) is a
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normally crossing hypersurface. Let {H;;jeJj} denote the set of irreducible
components of f~%¥) and let [ denote the set of j=[ such that the monodromy
of f-1F around H; is not quasi-unipotent. Then the preceding proposition implies

~15 fiased .
R(f'F) ;éjr H;
and Propositions 1.7 and 1.9 imply
R(F)=f(R(f*F)).
Hence, R(F) is a closed analytic subset of X. Q.E.D.

§2. Proper direct image of quasi-unipetent sheaf.

1. We shall prove in this section that the proper direct image of a quasi-
unipotent sheaf is also quasi-unipotent. In the course of the proof, we reduce
this global problem to a local problem.

THEOREM 2.1. Let f: X—Y be a proper analytic map. If F is a quasi-
unipotent sheaf on X, then RPfy(F) is quasi-unipotent for any p.

In order to prove this theorem, let ¢ be an analytic map from D into Y.
It is enough to show that @ 'R?f.(F) is quasi-unipotent at the origin. Seif X'==
AxyD and let f* and ¢’ denote the projections from X’ to D and X, respectively.
Then @ *R?f.(F) is isomorphic to R?fi{¢'*F). Hence, it is sufficient to show
the following

LemMa 22. If f: X— D is a proper map and if Fis a quasi-unipotent sheaf
on X, then RPf{F) is quasi-unipotent at the origin,

We shall prove this by the induction on the dimension of X. Since
REPf(Fy. ;1) =K fo(F) on D¥, we may assume from the beginning F,-1.,=0,
by replacing F with Fy-1. We may also assume that Sopp F=X. Hence,
S0} is nowhere dense in X. Let Y, denote the set of the points of X where
f is not smooth. Then, dim¥,<dim X holds on a neighbourhood of f~%(0). Let
us take a nowhere dense closed analytic subset ¥, of X such that F|x.r, is
focally constant. Set Y=f"Y0)\JY,\UY¥. Then, R?f.(F|3) is quasi-unipotent at
the origin by the hypothesis of the induction. Thus, by using the exact sequence

RPful{Fy_y) —> RPfF) — R?fo(Fy),

it is enough to show that RPf.(Fy.y) is quasi-unipotent. By replacing F with
Fy.y, we may assume further Fy=0. By the desingularization theorem of
Hironaka, there exists a proper map g : X’ X satisfying the following conditions
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211 X —g4¥)— X—Y is an isomorphism.

{(2.1.2) X’ is noa-singular.

(2.1.3) g 4¥) is a normally crossing hypersurface.

Now, we have RPf(F)=R fog)h{g1F) because Fy=0implies Rg.{g *F)=F.
Hence, by replacing X, Y, f, F with X', g™{(Y), fog, g'F, we may assume

(2.1.4) X is non-singular, and

(2.1.5) There exists a normally crossing hypersurface ¥ of X such that
Yo -3 0, Fly=0 and Fiyy is locally constant,

2. In order to prove Lemma 2.2, we shall prepare several lemmas. For
A= C— {0}, let us denote by C; the locally constant sheaf on D* of rank 1 whose
monodromy around the origin is 2.

LEMMA 2.3. Let F' be a bounded complex of sheaves on D* such that S(H(F")
is locally constant for any j, and let 2 be a non-zero complex number. Then, the
Sfollowing conditions are equivalent.

(1) For any j, no eigenvalue of the monodromy of S (F") around the origin
is equal to A7

(2) HY{D*; FF&C =0 for any j.

Proor. In order to prove (1)=>(2), we can assume that F' is a sheaf, i.e.
Fi=0 for j#0. Let z denote the fundamental group of D* which is generated
by the single element y. Hence C[z]=C[y, 7r"'] and C=C[zx]/C[zl(r—1).
Hence, as indicated in § 1.2, we have

Ker (y—1; Fz,) for j=0
{(2.2.1) HI(D*; F)=Ext}.C, Fr )= Coker(y—1; Fz) for j=l1
0 for j=0, 1.

Here, x,=D* and » acts on F,, by the monodromy representation. The implica-
tion of (2) from (1) is then obvious.

Now, we shall prove (2)= (1) by the induction on j. By replacing F° with
&, we may assume A== from the beginning. Assuming that no eigenvalue
of the monodromy of JH(F) is 1 for j<p, we shall prove that this holds for
j=p also. We have the triangle
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Tep(£7)

/ \+1

F* e ()

Here t<p and ., denote the truncation operators which conserve the cohomology
groups of degree < p and = p, respectively. Since RID*; F)=RI(D¥ 7 ,(F )
=(), we have RI'(D*;r,,(F)=0. By taking its p-th cohomology group, we
obtain HYD*; #P{(FN==HP(D*%; 7, ,(F))=0. Hence (2.2.1) implies that the mono-
dromy of #?(F") does not have 1 as its sigenvalue, QE.D.

LEMMa 24. Let X be a non-singulor manifold and Y o normally crossing
hypersurface and j: X—Y & X the inclusion. Let xo be a point of ¥ and ¥, an
{rreducible component of Y which contains x.. Let F be a locally constant sheaf
of farte rank on X—Y. If no eigenvalue of the monodrvomy of F around ¥,
equals 1, then we have R?j(F). =0 for any p.

Proor. Let us take a local coordinate system {#y, ---, fn) around x, such

that x,=0 and Y:f_,l'Y,- with ¥,;={;=0}. If we take a smail hall I/ centered
3=

at the origin, we have HP(U-Y ;F)=R?j«(F).,. Let = be the fundamental
group of U~—Y, which is the free abelian group generated by i, -, 7. Here
7; is the cycle around ¥,  As shown in § 1.2, we have

HY(-Y ; F)=ExtEC, Fy)
for x,el/—Y. Since y;—1 is invertible on F,, and zero on C, this cohomology

group must vanish. Q.E.D.

3. Now, we resume the proof of Lemma 2.2 under the assumptions (2.1.4)
and (2.1.5). We shall set Df={z=C;0<|z{<e}. By Lemma 2.3, it is enough
to show

lff,ré RIDY; BRfLAFYDC 3)=0

for any 2 which is not a root of unity. On the other hand, letting 7: X—Y o X
be the iaclusion, we have
lim RI(D¢; ng:(F)@&)ﬁiirgl RI(fDH; FRICY)
=RI(f0); BiF&FC x-)).

If 2 is not a root of umity, the monodromy of F&FC; around any irreducibie
component of f*0) does not have 1 as its eigenvaiue. Hence, Lemma 2.4 im-
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plies Rj(F&f1C | x-y)|s-1==0. This completes the proof of Lemma 2.2 and
at the same time that of Theorem 2.1,

§3. Generic property of quasi-unipotency.

1. The purpose of this section is to prove the following theorem,

THEOREM 3.1.  Lef X be an analytic space, Y a closed analyiic subset of X
and Z a closed analytic subset of X of codimension =2. Let F be a sheaf on X
such that Flx-y and Fly are locally constant of finite rank. If Fly_z is quasi-
unipotent, then F is quasi-unipotent.

It is easy to see that we may assume Fp=0 from the beginning, We ghall
first reduce the problem to the case when X is a non-singular two-dimensional
manifold. Let ¢: D-—~X be an analytic map and we shall show that ¢ 'F is
quasi-unipotent at the origin. If ¢(0) does not belong to ZNY, this is clear.
Hence, we may assume @{0yeZnNY. I ¢{D)CY, then this is also clear. Hence
we may assume that p(MeZNY and p'(¥)=1{0}.

In this case there exist a holomorphic map ¢ from a two-dimensional normal
anaiytic space X’ into X and an analytic map ¢": D— X’ such that ¢geop'=e
and ¢1(Z) has codimension 2. By replacing X and F with X" and ¢7F, we may
assume from the beginning that X is a two-dimensional normal analytic space.
Now, there exists a finite map p from {X, (@) to (C? 0), We may assume that
$ is a finite map from X onto an open neighbourhood U of the origin and p~XO)
=Z. Let Y’ be a closed curve in IJ such that V"2 p(¥) and X—p~ (U} —-U—~¥"
is a local isomorphism. By Proposition 1.8, pF is quasi-unipotent on IJ—{{}.
Let j denote the inclusion map U—Y'C U and we put F'=j,j"'pF. Then
Fly_y 18 locally constant and F'iy-. i5 quasi-unipotent.

If we can prove the quasi-unipotency of F’, then j.j~'F’ is quasi-unipotent.
Since p.F is a subsheaf of j.j 'F', p.F is quasi-unipotent, and hence F is quasi-
unipotent by Proposition 1.8. Thus we may assume that

(3.1.1) feXcCe
(3.1.2) Y is a curve
(3.1.3) Z == {03

(3.14 Fp=(},

Now let ¢: D— X be an analytic map such that ¢(0)=0 and ¢ '{¥)={0}.
Then there exists an analytic map ¢ : DX D — X such that ¢(0, y)=¢(y). Hence,
by replacing X and F with DxD and ¢7'F, we may assume further
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(3.1.5) Y {x=0} = {0}

and it is enough to show that Fi,.. is quasi-unipotent at the origin under these
conditions. If we take a suitable integer m and define f:. C*— C* by f(x, y)=
(x™, y), then F(Y)} is a union of non-singular curves transversal to the y-axis,
Thus we reduce the theorem to the foilowing lemma.

LeEMMA 3.2, Let [ be a jinite set, X a neighbourhood of the oviginin C* and
let Y be a union of non-singular curves C; (j=J) in X which are transversal to
the y-axis at the origin. Let F be a sheaf on X such that Fy==0 and Fly_y is a
locally constant sheaf of finite rank. Under these condilions, if Fl|y—w is quasi-
unipotent, then Flizo is quasi-unipotent at the origin.

2. We can translate Lemma 3.2 in terms of representations of the funda-
mental group. Let us take a sufficiently small ball U centered at the origin.
The Gez(l/—Y) is generated by the path 7; around C; (/). Let 7 be the
path around the origin in the y-axis. Then Lemma 3.2 is equivalent to the
following proposition by using the correspondence hetween the representations
of ¢ and the locally constant sheaves on U—Y,

PROPOSITION 3.3. Let p be a finite-dimensional representation of G. If p(y
is quasi-unipotent for any j< [, then plys) is alse gquasi-unipotent.

If G is abelian, then this proposition is obvious, because the product of
quasi-unipotent matrices commuting to each other is also quasi-unipotent. As
we shall see in the next section, & is not very far from abelian group, which
permits us to prove Proposition 3.3.

§4. Description of the fundamental group.

1. Let J be a finite set and let {C;},es be a set of germs of non-singular
curve in (C% 0). Assume that C;NCa={0} for j=k. Set Y= \{. C; We shall
Fi=

describe the fundamental group of J—Y for a sufficiently small hall U centered
at the origin. This problem has been studied for a long time, but here we shall
describe the fundamental group in the term of a tree.
Let m(j, ) denote the intersection number of C; and C, at the origin for j+
ke]. ‘Then it is known that =,(I/—Y) depends only on the data (], (m(7, &), res)
‘We set, as convention,

4.1.1) m{j, jy=co.

Then {m{j, #)} enjoys the following properties.
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4.1.2) m(j, k) is a positive integer for j=k.
{4.1.3) m{j, k)=mlk, j)
(4.1.4) m(Z, kyzmin (G, j), m{j, k) for 4, j, k=],

2, More generally let J be a finite set and m(j, 2} the map from Jx[Jinto
Z\J{oo} which satisfies (4.1.1), (4.1.2), (4.1.3) and (4.1.4).
We define 1;1(z’)mngla_x md, ). (If £J=1, m{{) means 0.) Let & be the set of
I3

the pairs o=(J, ) of a non-empty subset f of [ and an integer p=0 which
satisfies the following property:

4.2.1) For i€l, pEmid)+1 and I={jef;ml, pzpl.

We denote |o| for [ and p{o) for p. Set ¢.=(/, 0), which is a unique element
of & satisfying p(o,)=0. For =& such that ¢#o, we denote by Ale) the
unique element of & which satisfies |A{e)| Dle] and p(A{e)=ple)—1. By con-
necting ¢ and A(g), we provide & with the structure of a tree {i.e. a connected
graph without cireuit), with a specific element ¢,. Then p{¢) is nothing but
the distance from s, to ¢. For any j, we denote by o; the element ({j}, m(7)+1),
Then it is easy to see that {s;; j=/}\U{s,} is the set of the end points of &.
Thus the data ([J; (m(j, £));. r=s) is completely described by the tree & with the
specific end point a.

3. We shall return to the original problem to describe G=r{/—¥). Let
© be the tree given by J and m(j, k) in the preceding section. By a coordinate
transformation we may assume that C; is transversal to the y-axis. Hence C;
can be written by y=a,{x) for a holomorphic function a, x) defined on 2 neigh-
bourhood of the origin satisfying «,(0)=0. Let us develop a{x) by the Tayvlor
series

4.3.1) aj(x):ga 5eXY, with aye=0,

We have

{4.3.2) Q=0 for w<m(y, k)
and

A FE Ay for w=m(j, k).

We shall take >0 small enough so that af{x)is defined on Dj={x=C; jx| <8}
and a;(x)# ai(x) for xeD;— {0} and j#%. Then we have 7,(U—Y)==.(D; x € —Y).
Since DExC—Y is locally trivial over D¥, m,({x} X C—=77 is locally constant in
xe D%, Therefore, by moving x to ¢*~1x, we obtain the automorphism 7" of
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7({x} XxC—=Y), i.e. the monodromy, It is weli-known that m,(D;xC-Y) is
equal to the quotient of = ({x} xC—Y7} by the normal subgroup generated by
1T en{{x} xC—Y)). On the other hand, {#} xC—Y is the space C
deleted by £ elemeats. Hence =y ({x} xC—Y) is the free group generated by
7; (j& ), where 7; is the path in {x} X C around C;. For x=Df, we set ¥{x)
={yeC;(x, ye¥l={ax);jefi. Let us take a complex number ¢ (Rec>1)
and we shall describe =.(C—Y(ee**"), ¢) for 0<e<l.
Now, we take a(e¢ye C, which satisfies the following conditions:

(4.3.3) Re ale)> | a;. pee>! for jelol.

{4.34) For j=lo!, we denote by /; the segment joining a{¢) and a;, peo-
Then either /; and [, intersect only at a{e¢) or 4; pr=2ax, peor-

We define a, ., by

(4.3.5) Qy..=0;, for v<plo), jelol,
=alg) for v=plo),
=} for v>plag).

For ¢, we set L'(o)=A¥e). We give the linear order on L'(¢) by =<z’ if
arg{a:, pn—alo))>arg(ao, pry—ale)). Here, f=arg(a. pn—alc)) is a real
number such that 0<8<1 and a. o —a(ed=re***? for r>0. By (4.3.3) and
(4.3.4) such an ordering exists uniquely.

We set, for 0<s<]1,

(4.3.6) aﬂ(g)zz a,,.,,(ae“”)“
and
(437) bg(ﬂ): <§g) a,,‘._,(Eezm:u)"—i—a(g)sp(ﬂ)(gﬂsiﬂ}p(a)-l .

Setting ¢==a(s,), we shall describe z,({ee®**?} X C—Y, ¢). We shall denote by
a,(8) the straight path from a.c,»{(0} to b,(8), by B.{#) the path from b.{f) to
as(f) defined by

ﬁa(ﬁ)(t)z 2 GGIy(seﬁziﬂ)u_J'_a(g)apcu‘)(e?.::iﬂ)gi(a)—Ieﬁziﬂt
¥ PLa)
U=t=l),
and by e,(#) the path from 5,(6) to itself defined by
ﬁa(G’)(l‘)= A<§ )a[,,.,(ee““’)"—i—a(a)a?"“’(ez"”“)ﬂ‘”“ez‘f“

{0=i=h).

LEMMA 4.1 For 0<e<l, a (), f.(0) and £,(8) do not pass V(ee*™*").
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PrROOF. Since we can prove this for f,{#) and ¢.(f) in the same way, we
shall prove this only for a.{#). Set p=p(c) and z=A(s). If a,(f) passes
Y(ee®=i?), there are j=J and ¢ (0=¢=1) such that

z) a, See2 ¥y =g (GYH)= u<§—1a”' [(ee?=10y
HA—HalD)+ ey, 1 tealo))ee?™ )P

We shall show first a;,,=4a,,, for »<p—1 by the induction on v. Suppose a;, .
=@, for p<v. Then |a;.,—a,,.| is majorated by Me for some M>Q. Hence
if £ iz small enongh, we obtain @;,==4g,,,. Thus we obtain a;.=a., .=t for
v< p—1, which means |z|=j. In the same way, [(1—ta(e)+tas, p-1—Cjp-:| 18
majorated by Ms for some M>0. IHence if ¢ is small enough, this implies that
a;, - is on the segment joining a(z} and a4, p-1 If we take Eslc|C|el, we
have @, p-1=@ »-1. Hence, (434) for v shows @; 1= p— and hence we
have a;,=da,,, for v<p and j=lg|. Therefare, we obtain

Hl—t)alz)—ay, p-1)+teala)—eay, e )| = Me?

for some M >0, which does not depend on e. Hence, 1—¢ is majorated by M'e
for some M’>0 and hence (1—#eals) is majorated by M”e* for M”>0. Thus
we obtain

(L=t al)—a;, p.)+ela(a)—as 2" ) | SM"e*  for some M7>0.
Hence we obtain
Mretz(1—1)(Re alz)—|aj p-11)+e(Re alo)—{a; 1)
z&(Re alo)— a5,

which contradicts (£.3.3) for 0<e«1. QED

The following lemma is aiso obvious.

LevMAa 4.2, 1) For o#0, a;(ee“”) is inside of s,(0) for je|o| and outside
of e,8) for jelol. 2) For an inner point o, set L'(e)={ry, -, tn} wilh
7,< - <ty. Then |ol is a disjoint union of lz.], -, |zw| and we have

£ ()= B (8) et () e (D)axc (D) (0} e (e (8))

oo {0 (0) Vee {0z (00 B (8) .
See Fig. 1.
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Let y.(#) denote the path
4.38)  7,/@)=(as (9)Bs,(0) ao (0)) e s (0K as (0)Bo,_,(0) - as ()},

where p=p(e) and o=0,, 05-1=A(¢), 6 5..=Alc,-,), ---. This 7,(8) is the path
in €—¥(ze**%) starting from c=a(g,) ending at the same point and surround-
ing {a;(ce®™*?);je|al}. Set y,=7,(0) and 7/=7+, Then it is easy to see by
Lemma 4.2

(439) Ta$T:1 TrN H

where L'(o)={r;, ---, o&} with 7,< - <zy.
Since 7,{f) moves continuously in 8, we have

T o=1.).
We have a,{0)=a,(l), :(0)=1, 3,{1)=<(s). Hence if we set o,=a,(0), we have

ram(aaﬁaap_; aal)_laa(a’op aal) '
and
ra(l)m(aopsap,.;a'ap_l Eolaol)—lea(a’op&op_] aal)

Z(Eapaepecp-l Ealaal)mleu(sapaap a’ai) .
Hence, we obtain
Ta(]-)z(?’o‘p ral)_lra(rap ?’al) .

In fact we have Toy }'clz(aop af.,l)"(sc,p.:r,p<s¢,pml.s:,.,.p_I ST P S
We shall define g, by Taplep-1 = Te- Then, we have

(4.3.10) gsy=1 and g.=¥ofaco for o=a,.

By using g,, we obtain
T(ro)=Adgz"), -
Therefore G==,(U—Y) is the group generated by {r;; j=J} with the funda-
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mental relation

(4.3.11) TeS8e=gsT¢ Where 7, and g, are given by (4.3.9) and (4.3.10).
Since 7.7=g.80k, (4.3.11) is equivalent to

(4.3.12) g.8.=g.g, if ¢ and r is connected.

Let & be an inner point of & and let L(g) be the set of the points of & con-
nected with ¢. Then L(g)=L/(eWJ{A(e)={r1, -, Ta, Alo)}. The set |o] is
a disjoint uniom of |z, -, jzxl. Suppose that z,, -+, Ty are so aranged that
;< - <zy. Then (4.39) implies 7,=7:, = 7Tey. We have go=ToLucor=Vr '~
7-y&aw. Since g, commutes With 7o, =, 7oy 20d Zace, WE obtain by multiply-
ing g¥ from the right

gé+N=(Talga) (ToNga)gA(o):grl v ey Baced -
Hence if we order L{g) by z,, -, Tn, A(¢), we obtain
(4.3.13) giw= 11 , g. where {(¢)=% L(¢) and the product is taken

TEL(?
according to the order of L(s).

Conversely, it is easy to see that G==m (U—Y) is the group generated by
{go; o=@} with the fundamental relations (4.3.12), (4.3.13) and g, =1

4. More generally, we say a tree © is orienied if, for any inner point o
of &, the set L(o) of the points connected with o is cyclically ordered. Remark
that any oriented tree can be embedded into the oriented 2 This means that
& is regarded as such a subset of R* that the open segments joining two con-
nected points of & do not intersect to each other. Moreover, for any inmner
point », the cyclic order of L(s)} i given by the orientation of R® Let us
remark also such an embedding is unique up to deformation. We call a rooted
tree a pair of a tree © and an end point of &. This point is called a root of &.

For an oriented rooted tree &, we denote by G.(&) the group generated by
{g,; g=®} with the fundamental relations (4.3.12), (4.3.13) and g,,=1 for the
Toot a,.

Note that the relation (4.3.13) does depend oniy on the cyclic order of L{o).
In fact, if L{g)=1{z, -, 7} and gl=g., - &, then we have gi=Ad{g. Ngl=
8:8<, " sy, because g., and g, commute by (4.3.12).

Note thas the isomorphic class of the group &.(®) does not depend on the
orientation of &.

By using these terminoclogies, we can summarize the result of §4.3 by the
following theorem.

THEOREM 4.3. = (U/—Y)=G,(&).
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Here © is the rooted tree obtained by J and (n(j, k).

5. Now, we shall prove Proposition 3.3. We have 7;~=g.,81tp» and 7=
Ga-itappfay- Hence Proposition 3.3 is a corollary of the following Theorem 4.4

and Coroliary 4.5.
For an oriented tree &, we shall define (&) the group generated by {g,;

c=&} with the fundamental relations (4.3.12) and (4.3.13). For an end point ¢
of &, let 1, denote g,g7}, where r is the unique element of & connected with .

THEOREM 4.4. Let @ be an oriented tree. Let o be a finite-dimensional
representation of G(&). If p(r.) is quasi-unipotent for any end poinl o, then,
for any two connected points o and t, p(g.g7") is quasi-unipotent.

Proor. We may assume without loss of generality that g is irreducible.
Let U denote the group of the roots of unity. Then C*/U is an abelian group
without torsion. Hence C*%/U is regarded as a vector space over @, Let [
denote the set of the eigenvalues of g,’s. Since 7 is a finite set, there exists a
finear map from C*/U into @ which separates [U/U/; i.e. there exists a map ¢
from €% into @ such that

(4.5.1) wla, B=e(a)-+eb) for a, beC*.
4.5.2) For g, b=l such that ab™'« U, we have p(a)# o).

If we denote by I’ the set of the eigenvalues of g,’s for the inner points o,
then by the assumption, we have ¢{I)=¢([). In order to prove the theorem,
it is enough to show that fU/U consists of a single point or (/) consists of a
single point. Set c=sup e(l)=¢("). For ¢&&, let V(¢) denote the direct sum
of the generalized eigenspaces of g, with eigenvalues in ¢ *c¢). In another
word, we have

V{ig)={veV; there exists a=CLx] such that a(p(g,lv=0 and a-'{C¢ o)},

Here V denotes the representation space of p.
If ¢ and ¢ are connected, then g, commutes with g,, and hence

(4.5.3) plg)V(e)=V{e) if r and ¢ are connected.

Let ¢ be an inner point and {r,, -, tx} the set of the points connected
with #. Then we have

Therefore, we obtain det(lo(gg)ly((,))‘v":]; det(p(g__j)iym}. Set d==dim ¥V(¢) and
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let {2, -, 2a} and {y;,1, -+, g5 4} denote the set of the eigenvalues of plg)lven
and  plg:)lve, respectively.  Then we have det(p(godirin)= ﬁ J, and
A=l

det (p(g:)lvm)=1Tlpy.. Hence we obtain

d N 4
Négﬁ(ﬁ-»)ﬁ ;@1 E} gty .

On the other hand, p(A)=¢ and e(y; )=c for any jand». This implies @(g;..)
=¢ and hence we obtain V{¢)CVi(zr;). Thus we have obtained

{4.5.4) If ¢ and r are connected and ¢ is an inner point,
ther we have V{e)}=V{(z).

Hence, V(e) does not depend on an inner point ¢. Set V'=V{(s) for an inner
point ¢. Then (454) implies V' V(o) for any point ¢ of & On the other
hand, (4.5.3) implies that ¥’ is invariant by all g,. Hence V' is invariant by
G(&). Since o(I)=¢, we have V/=#0. Hence we obtain V'=V=V(¢) for any a.
This shows that @)= {c}. Q.E. D

COROLLARY 4.5. Let © be an oriented and rooted iree with ¢ root o, and
let p be a finite-dimensional representation of Go(&). If p(ra) is quasi-unipotent
for any end point oo, then, for any two connected points ¢ and <, p(g, grh s
quasi-unipotent.

PROCF. Let © be the oriented and rooted tree obtained by & with the
opposite orientation and let &” be the tree which is the union of & and &’
identified at the end points. Hence the underlying set of &” is B\ NE—ag,).
Then one has a homomorphism

p: G&") — ((8)
by go—> g, for ¢€® and g,— g for o=@’

The preceding theorem for " implies immediately the desired resuilt.
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