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Essentially he showed that Godels construction of I (the class

of constructible sets) could be mimicked in an (ordinal) effective
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way to give a (recursively) isomorphic copy of L within his
theory of ordinal numbers (Takeuti[l1965]). In many ways this
work foreshadowed the close interconnections between recursion

»dm;j
nd set theory that arose in the study of the fine structure

of L.
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From its inception, higher-type recursion has been considered
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difficult and somewhat esoteric. Although it has been brought to
a seasoned maturity with the contributions of many researchers
in the last fifteen years, it has not been understood by as wide
a circle of mathematicians as it deserves. This is partly due

to the technical difficulty of the basic papers on the subject.

More than that, the basic notions of the theory have been con-

sidered difficult to understand and foundationally problematical.
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