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When was the “Suanshushu” edited?

Wi %
JOCHI Shigeru

Abstract

The oldest mathematical book in China whose name is the “Suanshushu” was
unearthed in the Zhangjiashan ruins, Jiangsha City, Hubei province, China from
December 1983 to January 1984.  Some parts of the “Suanshushu” were opened, but
the detail had not been opened yet. The “Suanshushu” was written about 186 BC at
least, and it must be the oldest mathematical art in China. And it was about 200
years before of the “Jiu Zhang Suan Shu”. Then, in September 2000, we can read
whole book because the committee opened full text of it.

Therefore, the author consider the question of “Fangtian” (a square root method)
and the others, then found that the field system at the “Suanshushu” was one “Mu” was
two hundred and fourty “Bu”. Thus the “Suanshushu” was edited in the Han” dynasty,

not Qin dynasty.

KEY WORDS: Suanshushu, Zhangjiashan, Chinese mathematics, Jiu Zhang Suan
Shu, field system
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