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Generalized Jacobian elliptic functions *
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1 Introduction

This is a survey of the latest development in the generalized trigonometric
functions and Jacobian elliptic functions.

First, we will review these functions shortly. In Section 2, we define
new functions, which generalize Jacobian elliptic functions and coincide with
the generalized trigonometric functions as their moduli vanish. Since a gen-
eralized Jacobian elliptic function satisfies a bistable ordinary differential
equation with p-Laplacian, in Section 3 we will apply the new function to a
bifurcation problem for the equation and show all the solutions by using its
modulus as only one parameter. Moreover, it follows directly from represen-
tations of solutions by the new function that a kind of solutions of bistable
problem of p-Laplacian is also an eigenfunction of p/2-Laplacian. To see this
reduction in p in detail, in Section 4 we will try to extend generalized Jaco-
bian elliptic functions more generally. Section 5 is devoted to give current
topics in the generalized functions.

1.1 Jacobian Elliptic Functions

A set of basic elliptic functions was introduced by Carl Gustav Jacob Jacobi
[16] in 1829. These functions are named the Jacobian elliptic functions after
him.
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For any k € [0,1) we define K (k) by the incomplete elliptic integral of
the first kind.

1 dt
Kk = /o VI -1 - k%2)

Then, for any k € [0,1) and any z € [—K (k), K (k)] we define sn (z, k) by an
inverse of the incomplete elliptic integral of the first kind.

sn (x,k) dt
0 VA=) (1 - k%)

Clearly, sn (z, k) is an increasing odd function in z from [-K(k), K (k)] to
[-1,1). We extend the domain of sn(z,k) to R by sn(z +2K(k), k) =
—sn (z, k), which implies that sn (z, k) has 4K (k)-periodicity. We can see
that K (0) = 7/2, sn(z,0) =sinz, K(k) = oo, sn(z,k) — tanhz as k — 1
and sn (-, k) € C*(R).

Using sn (z, k), for z € [-K(k), K (k)] we also define

cn (z,k) = /1 —sn?(z, k),

dn (z,k) = \/1 — k?sn?(z, k).

Clearly, cn (z,k) and dn (z, k) are even functions in z from [—-K(k), K (k)]
to [0, 1]. We extend the domains of cn (z, k) and dn (z, k) to the whole of R
by cn (z + 2K (k),k) = —cn(z,k) and dn(z + 2K (k), k) = dn(z,k). This
implies that cn (z, k) and dn (z, k) have 4K (k)- and 2K (k)-periodicity. It is
shown that cn (z,0) = cosz, dn(z,0) = 1, cn(x, k), dn(z,k) — cothz as
k — 1 and cn (-, k), dn(-,k) € C*(R).

These functions satisfy

xr=

en? (z, k) + sn? (z, k) = 1,
dn® (z, k) + k*sn? (z, k) = 1,
(sn(z,k)) =cn(z, k) dn(z, k),
(en(z,k)) = —sn(z, k) dn(z, k),
(dn (z,k)) = —k*sn (z, k) cn (z, k).

We can find many other properties of these functions in [28].
In particular, it is important that y = sn (z, k) satisfies

Y +y(1+ k2 —2K%%) =0,



which reminds that solutions of bistable problem

v+ Mu(l-u?) =0, z€(0,L),
u(0) =u(L) =0

can be represented explicitly by using sn(z, k). Indeed, for any k € (0,1),
the value of bifurcation parameter \ is given by

K (k)\?
An(k) = (1 + £?) (-?L—()) (1.1)
for each n € N, with corresponding solutions +uy, x, where
2k2 2nK (k)
=) — - . 1.2
Un ks (T) T ( 7 :L',k) (1.2)

Conversely, all nontrivial solutions are given by Egs. (1.1) and (1.2). In par-
ticular, it follows from Eq. (1.2) that all solutions satisfy |u| < 1 in [0, L].

1.2 Generalized Trigonometric Functions

Generalized Trigonometric functions were introduced in 1879 by E. Lundberg
(see Lindqvist and Peetre [21, pp.113-141]). After that, these functions have
been developed mainly by A.Elbert [13], P.Lindqvist [19], P. Drabek and
R. Manésevich [11], J. Lang and D.E. Edmunds [18].

For any constants p, ¢ > 1, we define m,, by

o 4t _2,( 11\ _2I(1-1/pI(1/q)
Wm_Q/o l—tq_qB(l p’q>—qf‘(1—1/p+l/q)’

where B and I' are the Beta- and the Gamma functions, respectively. Then,
for any x € [~mpq/2, mpe/2] we define sin,, z by

sinpq @ dt
0 /1—t]e

Clearly, siny, z is an increasing odd function in = from [—7p,/2, Tpe/2] to
[~1,1]. We extend the domain of sin,g = to the whole of R by sin,, (z + 7p,) =
— sinpg z, which implies that sinp, z has 2mp-periodicity. We can see that

xTr =
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Tgg = 7 and singg 7 = sinz. Moreover, y = sin,, © satisfies that y, |y'[P~%y €
CY(R) and that y € C*(R) if 1 <p < 2.

We agree that 7, and sin, z denote 7, and sin,, z when p = g, respec-
tively. In that case, we can also refer to [7, 8, 9, 10].

Using sing, z, for £ € [—Tpg/2, Tpq/2] We also define

COSpg T = §/1 — | singg z|9. (1.3)

Clearly, cos,, = is an even function in z from [—mp/2, mpe/2] to [0,1]. We
extend the domain of cos,, = to the whole of R by cosp, (2 + mpg) = — c0Spg T.
These implies that cos,,  has 2mpg-periodicity. We can see that cosy z =
cosz. An analogue of tan x is obtained by defining

for those values of = at which cos,,  # 0. This means that tan,, z is defined

for all z € R except for the points (k+ 1/2)mp, (k € Z). We denote by cos, z

and tan,, r as for the case sin, z. The functions sin, z and cos, = are useful for

Priifer transformation of half-linear differential equations (see [8, 9, 13, 22]).
These functions satisfy, for z € [0, mpe/2)

cosf, x +sin}, z =1, (1.4)
(sinyg x)' = cos¥? ,
(cospg )’ = —sind; ! z cos¥PH1~9 g,
(tanp, )’ = cos??~ z(1 + tan, z).
Note that
d p
(E:E sinpqa:> +sinf, z = 1. (1.5)
We can find many other properties of these functions in [12, 18].

Remark 1.1. There are some different definitions of cos,, = from Eq. (1.3).
For example, Drabek and Mandsevich [11] define cosp, z by

COSpg T = — SiNy, T
g az Npg T,

and so Eq. (1.5) gives

cosh, = +sin], z =1,
which is slightly different from Eq. (1.4). Independently of the definition of
COSpq T, it is essential that sin,, z satisfies Eq. (1.5).



In particular, it is important that y = sin,, = satisfies
-1
P2y + E= oz =, (16)

which reminds that solutions of eigenvalue problem

{(lu’lp‘zu’)’ +Ault2u =0, ze(0,L),
u(0) =u(L)=0

can be represented explicitly by using sin,, . Indeed, for any R € (0,1), the
value of bifurcation parameter ) is given by

_ (p— 1)(] NTpq \P p—q
k) = 2= ( i ) R (1.7)
for each n € N, with corresponding solutions %u,, x, where
Unk(T) = Rsiny, (%x). (1.8)

Conversely, all nontrivial solutions are given by Egs. (1.7) and (1.8).

2 Generalized Jacobian Elliptic Functions

The author [24] introduced a generalization of Jacobian elliptic functions,
which includes both the Jacobian elliptic functions and the generalized trigono-
metric functions.

Let p, ¢ > 1. For any k € [0,1) we define K, (k) by

K, (k) = /1 dt
PR o /T —19)(1 — kata)
Then, for any k£ € [0,1) and & € [—Kpy(k), Kpg(k)] we define sn,, (z, k) by

/snpq (k) dt
r = .
0 /A= [t9)(1 - koefo)

Clearly, sny, (z, k) is an increasing odd function in z from [—Kp,(k), Kpq(k)]
to [~1,1]. We extend the domain of sny, (z, k) to R by snp, (z + 2Kp,(k), k) =
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— 8y, (, k), which implies that sn,, (z, k) has 4Kpy(k)-periodicity. We can
see that Kgy(k) = K(k), sngp (z,k) = sn(z, k), pq(O) = Tpe/2 and that
Sty (7,0) = sinyg z. Moreover, y = sny (z, k) satisfies that y, [y P2y €
C'(R) and that y € C?(R) if 1 < p < 2. The following properties are crucial
for the new function.

Kop (k) = Wqu, Shgp (2, k) = sinpggx ask— 1. (2.1)

The former follows from easy calculation as

dt Tpq

1 dt 1
Kanalk) = /0 R )L ki) /o -0 2

and the latter is proved similarly.
Using sn,, (7, k), for z € [—Kpq(k), Kpg(k)] we also define

Cnpq ((E, k) = {/]‘ - | SIlpq (177 k)lq’

dny, (z,k) = {/1 — k9| snpq (z, k)9

Clearly, cn,, (z, k) and dn,, (z, k) are even functions in 2 from [— Kpg(k), Kpe(k)]
to [0,1]. We extend the domains of cny (z,k) and dng, (z,k) to R by
Clpg (T + 2Kpg(K), k) = — chpg (z, k) and dnp, (z + 2Kpg(k), k) = dnyg (2, k),
respectively. This implies that cn,, (z, k) and dng, (z, k) have 4Kpg(k)- and
2K, (k)-periodicity. We can see that cny (z,0) = cospz, dng (z,0) = 1.
Moreover, cngp 4 (z, k), dngpq(x, k) — cospg T as k — 1.

These functions satisfy, for z € [0, Kpq(k))

cnd, (z, k) +sngy (z, k) =1,
dn?_ (z,k) +k%sn (z,k) =1,
(snpg (z,k)) = cn‘I/” (z,k) dn‘m" (z,k),
(cipq (z, k))' = —sn,* (z, k) cndlP1~9(z, k) dn? (z, k),
(dnp (z,k))' = —k?sn%;* (z, k) cnggp (z, k) dn%p“ Uz, k).

In our study, it is important that y = sn,, (z, k) satisfies

WPy + & p)q|y|“(1+kq W) =0.  (22)



Defining (p, g)-elliptic integrals, we can define the generalized Jacobian
elliptic functions in a different way.

For simplicity, let ¢ € [0,7,/2]. Using the generalized trigonometric
function, we define the (p, g)-elliptic integral of the first kind:

dt

P (k ) \d de Silipg ¢
P -/0 Ql—]Eqsinqu _/0 {/(l_tq)(l“kqtq),

and the complete (p, q)-elliptic integral of the first kind:

Kyo(k) = Fyq (¥

@g) _ /%1 do _ /1 dt
T\ 2 o 1-Ka sinpaq 9 J (1=t - kqtq)'

We define the (p, ¢)-amplitude function am,,(z, k) for z € [0, Kpo(k)] by

ampq(,k) do
x—/o ¢/1— kisin] ¢

and we define

Shpq(z, k) = sinyg(amy,(z, k)),

chpg(z, k) = cospg(amp,(z, k)),
dng,(z, k) = \/1 — k¥sinl, (ampy(z, k)).

We also define the (p, ¢)-elliptic integrals of the second- and the third
kinds by

"4 smpq 7] 1 _ kqtq
Epg(k, @) = i — k9sinf, 0 / T 5 dt,

17
k =
m ) /0 1+nsmq 6) {/1—kqsingq§
-/‘Smpqso dt
0 1+ nt?) ¢/ (1 — t9)(1 — katq)’

7



and the corresponding complete (p, q)-elliptic integrals by

pg 1
I 2 , 1 — kate
Epy(k) = Epyq (k, -—25’3) =/0 {/l—kqsmf,q0=/0 T dt,

Tyq(k, ) = g (K., ”TW)

= do
B /0 (14 nsing, 0) /T —k7sin @

Jo (14 nt9) /(1= t9)(1 — kat9)

Finally, we show the relation between the generalized functions in Tables
1 and 2, where @,(u) = |u|*~?u and A,u = (¢,(u'))’ and C = (p — 1)q/p.

78

k—0 0<k<l
singg « Shpg(, k)
p, ¢>1 | Ayu+ Coy(u) =0 | Aju+ Coy(u)(1+ kT — 2k%u|?) =0
sinz sn(z,k)
p=q=2 u”+u=0 ’U,”-I-U(l+k2—2k2u2)=0
Table 1: Kk — 0
O0<k<l k-1
Shpg(z, k) Sinp/2q T
P g > 1 | Agu+ Ogy(u)(L+ k= 2k3[ult) = 0 | Apu+2Cey(w)(1 = [ul?) = 0
sn (z, k) tanh
p=gq=2 " +u(l+ k? — 2k%u?) =0 v +2u(l—u?)=0
Table 2: £k —> 1

3 Application to Bistable Problem

The results of this section have been obtained in [24].



Let L, A > 0 and p, ¢ > 1. We consider the following (p, ¢)-bistable
problem with p-Laplacian.

(@p(w)) + Adg(uw)(1 — [ul) =0, =z €(0,L), (B,)
u(0) = u(L) = 0, =
where ¢,(s) = |s|P~2s.

Problem (B,,) has been studied by Berger and Fraenkel [1] and Chafee
and Infante [5] (p = ¢ = 2), Wang and Kazarinoff [27] and Korman, Li and
Ouyang [17] (p =2 < g), Guedda and Véron [14] (p = ¢ > 1), and Takeuchi
and Yamada [25] (p > 2, ¢ > 2). However, there is no study providing
explicit forms of the values of bifurcation parameter and the corresponding
solutions for (B,,).

3.1 Solutions of (By,)

We follow closely the ideas of Drabek and Man4sevich [11]. It will be conve-
nient to find first the solution to the initial value problem

(8p(w))" + Adg(u) (1 — [ul?) =0,
{u(O) =0, ¥ (0) = q, (3:1)

where without loss of generality we may assume o > 0. Eq.(2.2) reminds

that the solutions of Problem (3.1) can be represented by using sn,,(z, k).
Let u be a solution to Eq. (3.1) and let X (o) be the first zero point of

u'(x). On interval (0, X (a)), u satisfies u(z) > 0 and «/(z) > 0, and thus

! p P
u(:f) 2\ Fl) _ | E(R) 2
p q g p

where p’ = 225, F(s) = s? — 35* and R = u(X(a)). Since we are interested
in functions satisfying the boundary condition of (B,,), it suffices to assume
0 < R < 1, which means |u| < 1. Moreover, we restrict to 0 < R < 1 and
concentrate solutions satisfying |u| < 1 for a while.

Solving for v’ and integrating, we find

(%> % /0 {’/F(R;LI-(—S;‘(u(s)) ds =1,
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which after a change of variable can be written as

b
T = (;\%—) /0 {’/F(R)I-z— "D ds. (3.2)

It is easy to verify that

F(R) — F(Rs) = F(R)(1 — %) (1— i sq),

and hence

oo <%> F(};)% /0-%1 Y- s:;zl — kis?) <kq i quq)
R

B (%)% F(R)> Mg (U_(I:_)k)

Then we obtain that the solution to Eq. (3.1) can be written as

u(z) = Rsny, ((%’:)% F(g)%a:, k) , (3.3)

where

= () 39

We first observe the structure of the set of all nontrivial solutions of (Bpg)
satisfying |u| < 1.

Theorem 3.1 (Ju| < 1). All nontrivial solutions of (Bpg) for p € (1,2] and
all nontrivial solutions of (Bpy) with |u| < 1 for p > 2 are given as follows.
For any given k € (0,1), the value of bifurcation parameter A of (Byp,) is

given by

for each n € N, with corresponding solutions tu,x, where

Un k() = (%)ésnm (-2—"'1(%06)35 k). (3.6)




Proof. For k € (0,1) given, we impose that Function (3.3) with R € (0,1),
where R is uniquely decided from Eq. (3.4), satisfies the boundary conditions
in (Bpg). Then, we obtain

S
1

/
F
(%’) —ﬁgl—L = 2K, (k), neN,

where from Eq. (3.4)

Q=

1 1
F(R)» ([ 2k% \?~ -1
o (1+k‘1) (1+ke)3,
Thus A is given by Eq. (3.5). Expression (3.6) for the solutions follows then
directly from Eq. (3.3). _

It remains to show that no other nontrivial solution of (B,,) is obtained
when 1 < p < 2. Assume the contrary. Then there exist z, > 0 and a
nontrivial solution u of (Bp,) with R = u(z,) = 1. However, the right-hand
side of Eq. (3.2) with z = z, diverges because ¢/F(1) — F(s) = O((1 - sq)%)

as s =+ 1 — 0. Thus, z, = 0o, which is a contradiction. O

Next we find solutions of (B,,) with |u| < 1, except the solutions given by
Theorem 3.1. Now we assume p > 2. From Property (2.1), one of solutions
of Eq. (3.1) can be obtained by kK — 1 — 0 in Eq. (3.3) with Eq. (3.4), namely

() = sing, ((.;%’) % )

We take a number z, as (%%’)zl,x* = Wg,q/Q, then u attains 1 at z = =z,
(note that =z, is well-defined if and only if p > 2). Using this u, we can
make the other solutions of Eq.(3.1) as follows. In the phase-plane, the
orbit (u(z),v'(z)) arrives at the equilibrium point (1,0) at z = z, and can
stay there for any finite time ¢ before it begins to leave there. Then, the
interval [z, z. + £] is a flat core of the solution. Similarly, there is the other
equilibrium point (—1,0), where the orbit can stay, and the solution has
another flat core of any finite length. Thus we have solutions of Eq. (3.1)
attaining +1 with any number of flat cores.



Theorem 3.2 (ju| < 1). Let p > 2, then all nontrivial solutions of (Bp,)
without |u| < 1 (that is, |u| attains 1) are given as follows. For any given
¢ € [0, L), the value of bifurcation parameter X of (Bp,) is given by

2q /N2 \?
w0 =3 (72)

for eachn € N, with corresponding sets £Uy ¢ of solutions, where Uy ¢ consists
of all functions given as follows: for any {&;}7, with £; > 0 and Y. bi = ¢

¢ . nm
A Lt B <a <l = 5
(-1 tsing, (Pl -0)  if Li-GE<a<ly
J = 1,2,...,n,
(3.7)

where Ly =0 and L; = g‘—;—e}l + 30 4 forj=1,2,...,n. (Figure 1)

A

1

To=0 T T, T2 T, T T3='1> t
1

Figure 1: A solution in Us,. It has 3-flat cores with total length of £.

Proof. For each n € N, it suffices to construct solutions with (n — 1)-zeros.
Let £ € [0, L). They are all generated by the value of bifurcation parameter

82



and the corresponding solution of (B,,) with L replaced by L — £, namely,

_2q (nmpg\P
) nmeq
Uno(z) = sing g T-7%)

which are obtained from Eqs. (3.5) and (3.6) with k¥ — 1 — 0, respectively.
In the phase-plane, the orbit (une(z),u;, ,(x)) goes through the equilibrium
points (£1,0) in n-times without staying there as x increases from 0 to
L — £. Therefore, if the orbit stays the i-th equilibrium point for time ¢;,
where £; + £y + -+ + £, = £, then we can obtain Solution (3.7) with n-flat
cores in [0, L. O

We notice that for any ¢ € [0, L), the sets +U,, , consist of solutions of
(Bpg) having n-flat cores with total length of £. Clearly, £U,, are continua
for £ > 0 and singletons for £ = 0. We call the (unique) elements of +U,
special solutions £U,(x), respectively.

In Theorems 3.1 and 3.2, we gave parameters k and £ to obtain the value of
bifurcation parameter and the corresponding solution of (B,,). Conversely,
giving any A > 0, we can observe the set Sy of all solutions of (B,,) by
considering the inverses of )\, and A,,.

Theorem 3.3. Letp > 1 and g > 1.
Case p > q (Figure 2). For any XA > 0 there exists a strictly decreasing
positive sequence {k;}52; such that k; — 0 as j — oo and

S,\ = {O} U O{iuj,kj}'

J=1

Case p = q (Figure 3). Let \, = (p—1)(nm,/L)? withm, = 2r/(psin (r/p)).

If0 < X< Aq, then Sy = {0}. If \y < X < A1, n €N, then there exists a
strictly decreasing positive sequence {k;}7_, such that

Sy ={0}u fj{iuj,kj}.

Case p < q (Figure 4). There ezists A\, > 0 such that if 0 < XA < ),
then Sy = {0}. IfnPA, < XA < (n+ 1P\, n € N, then there exist a
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strictly decreasing positive sequence {k; };;1 and a strictly increasing positive
sequence {l;}7_, such that k; > 1;, j=1,2,...,n— 1 and

Sy = {03 U {0 U uss, ),
j=1 Jj=1

where Un g, = Uny, With ky = Iy for X = nPA1 and |ugp,| > |ung| (2 #
jL/n, j=1,2,...,n— 1) with k, > l, otherwise.

In any case, each k;, l; is calculated by Eq.(3.5) for A and j, and the
corresponding solution is given in Form (3.6).

When 1 < p < 2, we have k; < 1 (i.e., 2u;x; have no flat core).

When p > 2, in addition, if

mm P
Azi—?( Lg"’) . meN, (3.8)

then for each j = 1,2,...,m, the set {£u;x;} in Sy above is replaced by
+U; ¢, where

¢=L-jmg, (/\p,)%. (3.9)

Proof. First we assume 1 < p < 2. In this case, we have already known that
all nontrivial solutions of (Bp,) are obtained by Theorem 3.1.

Now we fix A > 0. We obtain that X is the j-th smallest value for which
(Bpe) has a solution if and only if from Eq. (3.5) there exists k € (0,1) such
that A = \;(k), that is,

B(k) = c(N), (3.10)

where

&(k) = (1 + k9)? (12_:“;) Kpq(K),

Case p > ¢. ®(k) is strictly increasing in (0,1) and ®(0) = 0 and
limg,1_o ®(k) = oo. Thus, there exists a unique k = k;(A) satisfying

Y
=
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u

>

Figure 2: Bifurcation diagram for p > gq.

Figure 3: Bifurcation diagram for p = g, where A, = (p — 1) (52)".

u

i

Figure 4: Bifurcation diagram for p < q.
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Eq.(3.10). For j and k;, a unique solution u;y; of (By) is obtained by
Eq. (3.6).

Case p = q. ®(k) is strictly increasing in (0,1) and ®(0) = m,/2 and
limg_y1-0 ®(k) = 0o. Thus, if ¢(A) > 7p/2, namely, A > A, then there exists
a unique k = k;()) satisfying Eq. (3.10). For j and k;, a unique solution u;,
of (B,,) is obtained by Eq. (3.6).

Case p < g. It is clear that limy_, o ®(k) = limg_,1_o ®(k) = co. Chang-

. . k%
ing variable r = 1355, we can write ® as

S §
q

= 1———(1+sq) sNr)ds, r
\I!(r)—/o Ty W((1+s9r)ds, re(0,1/2),

3=

where ¥(t) = (2t)%_%(1 - t)'%. It is easy to see that ¢ is convex in (0, 1)
because ¥ (t) > 0 and

1 11 1 1
1 Y =(--=)s+-7—>0.
ogv(®) (p ¢1> A )
Then, VU is twice-differentiable in (0,1/2) and
1o
1
o (1-s9)?

v (r) = Y"((1+ s%)r)ds > 0.

Thus, U is convex and there exists k. € (0, 1) such that ®(k.) is the only one
critical value, and hence the minimum of ® in (0, 1).

If ¢()\) = ®(k.), namely, A = jPA,, where A, = (2®(k.)/L)Pq/p, then k.
satisfies Eq. (3.10). For j and k., a unique solution u;, of (Bp) is obtained
by Eq. (3.6). If c(A) > ®(k. ) namely, A > jPA,, then there exist k = k;(A)

and 1;()\) such that k;(\) = @7 (c(\)) € (ks 1), Li(A) = @7H(c(N)) € (0, k.).
For j, k; and I}, solut1ons ujk; and u;y; of (qu) are obtamed by Eq.(3.6)
(Figure 5).

Next, we assume p > 2. In any case, a similar proof as above with
limg_,1-0 (k) = 2v'l7raq instead of limg;—0 ®(k) = oo implies that it is
impossible to find ky, € (0 1) above satisfying Eq. (3.10), provided X satisfies
Inequality (3.8). Then, however, for each j = 1,2,...,m, we can take ¢ €
[0, L) as Eq. (3.9) so that A = A;(£). Therefore, Theorem 3.2 yields the set
Un,e of solutions (Figure 6). O
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Figure 5: Graphs of ®(k) forp > ¢, p=gandp <gincasel <p < 2.
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Figure 6: Graphs of ®(k) for p > ¢, p = g and p < ¢ in case p > 2, where
®(1) = 25"y .

3.2 Property of Special Solutions of (B,,)

It follows directly from Representation (3.7) of Theorem 3.2 that the special
solutions +U, of (B,,) for p-Laplacian are also solutions of (Eg,q), eigenfunc-
tions of p/2-Laplacian. That is,

Corollary 3.1. Let p > 2. For eachn € N and £ € [0, L), any solution in
+Uny of (Bpg) also satisfies

(esr)y + 2221 (T2 F galw) =0

p L-7¢

in the intervals where |u| < 1. In particular, for each n € N, the special



solutions +£U, of (B,,) are also solutions of (Eg ), that is,

{(¢z(u’)) + =2 ( q) : ¢ () =0, z€(0,L),
u(0) = u(L) =0,

and hence, the solution is characterized by tun,r with R = 1 in Solution
(1.8) with p replaced by p/2.

We will give an example of Corollary. It follows from Theorem 3.2 that
the (4, 2)-bistable problem

(Jo'|2) + 3mtu(l — ul?) =0, 0 < z < 1,
(Bs2)

u(0)=u(l)=0, u#0

has a special solution U;(z) = sing , Tx = sinwz. Clearly, U; also satisfies
the (2, 2)-eigenvalue problem

W+mu=0 0<z<I,
{ (E2)

u(0) =u(l) =0, u#0.

In the above, we have seen that the special solutions +U, of (p, ¢)-bistable
problem are also the (p/2, q)-eigenfunctions if and only if p > 2. We can also
another formal explanation why the reduction arises.

For simplicity, we replace p by 2p and show the reduction from 2p to p
for p > 1. The special solution of (2p, g)-bistable problem satisfies

2p—1
@) + 2= )1 - 419 =0 (3.11)
and attains the maximum 1 for some z > 0. Therefore, we have
2p — 2 2p q_ oy _ 2p—1
e R
which implies
1—[yl?=y'}".

Moreover, formal calculation gives that (¢,(v')) = (2p — 1)|y/|*~2y". Thus,
canceling |y'|P in Eq. (3.11), we have .

(2p 1)q

(2p — DY P2y + ———0,(y) =0,
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which implies the (p, q)-eigenvalue problem:

(%@%ﬂ+@;f”%@w=o

4 Further Generalization

We will try to extend Jacobian elliptic functions more generally.
Let p, ¢, 7 > 1. For any k € [0, 1) we define Ky (k) as

P (k)_/l dt
P o WT=tay/T — kata

Then, for any k € [0,1) and any z € [—Kpg(k), Kpgr (k)] we define snpg, (z, k)
as an inverse of the incomplete elliptic integral of the first kind.

Shpgr (@,k) dt
T = .
L e

We can also give another definition. For simplicity, let ¢ € [0, Tpq/2).
Using the generalized trigonometric function, we define the (p, g, 7)-elliptic
integral of the first kind:

¥ do Sinpg ¢ dt
F, r k) = z = )
bar (K, ¢) /0 /1 =k smpqa [ /0 Y1 —t4y/1 — kate

and the complete (p, g, r)-elliptic integral of the first kind:

Ipq 1
. 2 df dt
KrkzFrk,—pq:/ =/ :
var () ”‘-’( 2) o /T—Fkisinl 6 Jo &/T—1tav/1— ket

We define the (p, g, 7)-amplitude function amypq.(z, k) for z € [0, Kpgr (k)] as

ampgr (2,k) de
T =
/0 {/1 — kisinl, 9

and
SNpgr (T, k) = singg(amp,(z, k)).
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We can see that snpg,(z,k) = sn(z,k) if p = r and that Kpe(0) =
Tpq/2, Shpgr (2,0) = siny, . We have

Kopg2r(k) — %, Shgpgor(T, k) = singgx as k — 1,
where s is the harmonic mean of p and 7, i.e., 2/s = 1/p+ 1/r. The former
follows from easy calculation as

! dt odt T
Kopgor(k) = 3 = =,
2p,q,2 ( ) /(; %_ q ?\'/1 — kqtq \/(; ,/_1 — 1d 2
Moreover, the function y = snpe (7, k) satisfies

-1
(=2 + = D2y 1 — koo Bt — 1+ Bprel) =0
Thus, y = sngp g.2r(, k) satisfies
_ 2p—1 _ -
(st + 22 gy a - g+ 2o — (14 Bytain) = o

By letting k — 1 in above and Eq.(1.6), we see that the function y =
sing,  (2/s = 1/p+1/r) satisfies the following two equations simultaneously.

(2p—1)q

(' 1=2y) + =—Iy|" "y (1 - ly|9yP/" =0,
(s—1)q

(V1" %) + — ly|7%y = 0.

We have seen the case p = r = s in the previous section.

5 Topics in the Generalized Functions

5.1 Isoperimetric Problem

The isoperimetric property of the circle is well-known among scientists. Of
all curves with the same length, the circle has the largest area.

We replace the Euclidean metric with the p-metric according to which
the distance between two points is measured as

¥/ |xe — P + ly2 — wlP.




Then, the g-circle with radius R and centre (z, yo) has the equation
2 = 2ol + ly - gol? = RE.

The problem is to find a curve which has the largest area, of all curves
with the same p-length, that is,

A= %f(xdy—yd:v) = Maximum;

L, = /(Ix’(t)lp + [/ (t)|P)}/? dt = Constant.

Theorem 5.1 ([20]). Among all closed curves of the same p-length, the q-

circle encloses the largest area where ¢ = p' = ﬁ
Several of the proofs in the literature of the classical isoperimetric inequal-
ity can be adapted to the present more general situation. The isoperimetric
inequality reads
2I'(1/9)?
" = T 2a)
qT'(2/q)
The case p = ¢ = 2 reduces to the familiar
L? > 4 A.

Lindqvist and Peetre [20] (see also [18]) calculate the arc-length and area.
of g-circle, using generalized trigonometric functions. Let us turn our atten-
tion to the unit g-circle, where g is conjugate to p. The first quarter of it can
be parametrized by

L2 > 4w,A, wy= (5.1

T = CO0Spgt, Y = siny,t,
where 0 <t < mpe/2. Then, noting that
z'(t) = — sing; 14 cos%p““qt = —sinl’ g,
/ — /D4 _ -1
y'(t) = cosf/Pt = cosl 't,

we have

t t
/0 (2@ + |y (©) )7 dt = / (1 - sing 8P + | costz )7 dt
t
=/0(singqt+cosgqt)1/”dt

t
~ [at=e
0
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Moreover,
1 1 [t 1. R
3 (xdy —ydz) = 3 (cospqt cosl, " t —singgt - (—sinf; " t))dt
0

1 t
=3 / (cos?, t +sinl t) dt
0

1t 1
= = dt = =t.
2/0 2

Thus, g-circle attains the equality of Isoperimetric Inequality (5.1), indeed

LIZJ = (4 . %’3)2 = 47rzq,

(L
AmpgA = dmp - 4 L = 4.

5.2 Superellipse

In a similar way to the above, we can obtain the p-length L, and area A of
g-superellipse or ¢g-Lamé curve

x4 y‘q
ol "=
'a’ +‘b ’

wherea2b>0andq=p'=]f-1-forp>1.
The first quarter of g-superellipse can be parametrized by

T = acospyt, Y= bsinyt,
where 0 <t < m,,/2. Then, as above, we have
¢ t
/0 (' t)]P + |y'(t)|p)1/” dt = /0 (|- asin;f,(;1 tlP + |bcosg;1 tlp)l/” dt
¢
= /0 (aP sin?, t + &P cosl, t)P dt

t
_ a/ (1— K9sing )7 dt
0
= aE,,(k,t),



where k% = (aP — b°)/a? and E,(k,t) is the (p,q)-elliptic integral of the
second kind. Moreover,

1

¢
Ef(xdy—ydx)zé/(acoqut-bcosgglt—bsinpqt-(—asingq”lt))dt
0

ab [t 7 . 4

) (cos?, t +sind, t) dt
0

a

b [t ab
=— [ dt=—t
5] =5

Ly = 4aEy (k, 12”2) = 4aByp,(k),
ab

A=q.% T
Yo

Remark 5.1. We do not use g = p’ to obtain A.

Thus,

= Tpgab.

5.3 Catalan’s Constant

Bushell and Edmunds [4] (see also [18]) have obtained a new representation
of Catalan’s constant G, which is defined as

o0 ( 1)77.
— — 7 =091 4... .
G nEO (2 1)2 0.91596559

It is well known that

/2 z
/ —~_dz = 2G. (5.2)
o sinz

There are connections between the generalized trigonometric functions

and those of classical analysis. Since the integral formula of Euler type (see
[28, Section 14.6)) yields

1
, 11 1

sing 'z = E/ VY (1 — gPt) WPt = ZF (-—, =14 —;x”) ,
P Jo p pp p

where F' is the hypergeometric function, we have

o I'ln+1/p) zP
1
sin,"z =1 E T

n=0
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This leads to: for z € (0,m,/2),

1 sinf" =
smpxzr Hnt 1p) .

/p)(np+1) a
Thus,
Tp/2 z e S) F(n+ l/p) /2
—dz = in?" z dz.
/0 S,z :L:T)P(l/P)(P""‘l)n!/o e
Using
™»/2 1 11 T'(n+1/p)I(1/p) m,I(n+1/p)
sinf* z dr = —-B +—,—)= =L )
/0 T TET D (" P ¥ PT(n+ 1) T (1/p)n!
we have

/"”/2 WPZ I'(n+1/p) 1
0 s1n,,a: I'(1/p)n! pn+1°

In particular, the case p = 2 with Eq. (5.2) reduces to

T (T(n+1/2)\* 1
2G=_§Z( Vrn! >2n+1'

n=0

Since I'(n+1/2) = (2n)!y/7/(22"n!) from the duplication formula of T in [28,
Section 12.15], we obtain

fors) 2
T 1
ZZ<22n n!)2 ) n+1

n=

5.4 Addition Theorem

Edmunds, Gurka and Lang [12] have obtained an addition formula for singy =
in a very special case.
We consider the case p = — and ¢ = p' = 4. Then, we have

sinlu= /u——-ét——
§:4 0 (1—t4)%‘
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The change of variable w = (-i—;_—f;)% leads to

1 dw

—————e

1
V2 (=2t (1 —w?)

The further change of variable 1 — w = 22 leads to

-1
sing u =
§

z

#(u) d
singl u= /
b Ja-ae-9)

where ¢(u) = (1 — (12%)3)2. Therefore,

1+w
¢(u) =sn { sin 1 u —-—1
%,4 ) f .

Setting y = sing,l4 u, we have

)

Thus, using the addition theorem for sn(z, k) (see [28, Section 22.2]) , we
obtain

sing 4 (u+v)

L (POWT=3R 1= 16V + (V)T 30/ 1 - LU

= 38(U)?6(V)? ’

where U = sing/z4u, V = sing/s4v. For simplicity, putting u = v, we have
the following duplication formula.

Proposition 5.1 ([12]).

. 28ins 4 TCOSe 4 T Ta 4
sina , 2z = 3 2 0Sz< 3
3 - 4

(1+ 4sin‘§ 4T cos , )
Y 31

(M

Finally it should be noted that we still have no addition formula for sin,, z
in the other cases even if g = p'.
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Remark 5.2. In [12, Proposition 3.4], this formula is written in a slightly
different form as

2sing , z(coss , x)3 "
sing 4 27 = 3 ( 3’45 ) - (O Sz < 1’4) :
3 (1+4sin‘§,4zcos§,4x)§
The difference is caused by that of the definitions of cospgz. They define
COSpq Z in [12] as
COSpg T = —~ sing, ,

while we have defined in Eq. (1.3)

COSpg T = {/1 — |siny z|7 = —d—sinpq:v
. dz

5.5 Basis Property

2
q

Given any element in L?(0,1) for every q € (1,00), its odd extension to
L9(—1,1) has a unique representation in terms of the functions sin (nrz),
which means that sin (n7z) is a basis of L9(0, 1). Binding, Boulton, Cepicka,
Drabek and Girg [2] showed that the functions sin, (nm,z) have a similar
property, provided that p is not too close 1.

Stating their result, we recall the definitions of Schauder and Riesz bases.
For details, see Singer [23] and Higgins [15].
Definition 5.1. {g,} is a Schauder basis of a Banach space X, if for any
g € X, there exist unique coefficients c,, depending continuously on g, so
that g = 3% cagn, i€, || N, cngn — gllx = 0 a8 N — oo.
Definition 5.2. {g,} is a Riesz basis of a Hilbert space H, if it is a Schauder
basis of H and there exist 0 < C; < C; such that Ci(3N, [c,|?)V? <
| N cngnller £ Co(N, |en|?)Y/2 for all finite sequences {c,} of scalars.

Remark 5.3. Riesz basis is also defined as a basis being simultaneously Besselian
and Hilbertian. See [23, Corollary 11.2].

Then, we can obtain (omitting the proof)
Theorem 5.2 ([2]). Let fu(t) := siny(nmpt). If 2 < p < oo, then the

family { f,}32, forms a Riesz basis of L?(0,1) and a Schauder basis of L1(0, 1)
whenever 1 < q < 00.
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The condition 2 < p < 0o can be relaxed as

o 44/ 272
ﬂ‘p =

= — 3 = 20.86242088 - - - .
psinZ 7 -8

We can see that the number % = 1.09 satisfies this condition, indeed

2T 117m/2

T =1 = = 22.25333351 - - .

isin g 3(v3-1)
The optimal value for the condition is p = 1.067415277 - - -, i.e., T1.067415277.. =
%, but this is not so for the conclusion of theorem.

Recently, Edmunds, Gurka and Lang [12] proved that sin,, (nmpyz) also
has the basis property. This does not include Theorem 5.2 completely, but
holds for cases ¢ # p. In particular, it assures that singy (nmyyx) is a basis
forall 1 < p < 0.

Theorem 5.3 ([12, 18]). Let fu(t) := sinpg(nmpet). Ifmpq < 25 = 8.557960158 - - -,
then the family {fo}o2, is a basis in L7(0,1) for any r € (1, 00).

For Jacobian elliptic functions, we have known a result of Craven (6,
Theorem 2]. In that paper, Stone’s theorem is used to prove a more general
completeness theorem, which can also be applied to certain expansions in
Jacobian elliptic functions, analogous to trigonometric Fourier series.

Theorem 5.4 ([6]). The sequence of Jacobian elliptic functions
1, en(x, k), cn(2z,k), ---, cn(nz, k), ---

is complete in L*(0,2K (k)), provided that 0 < k < k., where k, = 0.99
approzimately.

A similar proof, and conclusion, applies to the sequence
1, sn(x,k), sn(2z,k), ---, sn(nz,k), ---

in L?(0,2K (k)), with a similar restriction on k.

In the forthcoming paper [26], the author will give the basis property for
generalized Jacobian elliptic functions, which includes the results of [2] and
[12], partially of [6].
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5.6 Arithmetic-Geometric Mean
Let ag = a > 0, by = b > 0. We consider the sequences

a, +b
Ap+1 = = D) 'n, bn+l = anbn-

Then, it was shown by Gauss in 1799 that

T

lim a, = lim b, =
n—oo n—o0

o0 dx )
/.oo V(2% + a?)(z? + b?)

where the limit is called the arithmetic-geometric mean.
Concerning this, D. Borwein and P. B. Borwein [3] gave the problem:

The following conjecture appears in Les Annales des Sciences
Mathématiques du Québec, 6 (1982), p.79: Let a+8=1, o >
0, 8>0.Ifag=a>0, bp =b >0 and

a
Un41 = QGn + Bby,  bpyr = aSbP,

then
T

R —
oo (T2 4+ a?)2(22 + b2)P

Show that this conjecture is false unless o = f = 1/2.

In [3] they give a proof by themselves, but they mention nothing about
the correct limit of these sequences. It seems to be still open and interesting
to study the relation between mp,, Kpq(k) and this generalized arithmetic-
geometric mean.
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