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English Introduction

The Taisei Sankei (1711) is a book of mathematics written by Seki Takakazu,
Takebe Kataakira and Takebe Katahiro. The title can be rendered into English as the
Great Accomplishment of Mathematics or the Accomplished Classic of Mathematics
[4]. This book can be considered as one of the main achievements of the Japanese

traditional mathematics, wasan, of the early 18th century.

The compilation took 28 years, started in 1683 and completed in 1711. The aim of
the book was to expose systematically all the mathematics known to them together



with their own mathematics. It is a monumental book of 900 sheets written in classical
Chinese, which was a formal and academic language during the Edo Period (1603-
1868).

The book has an independent front matter called Introduction and 20 volumes
which are divided into three parts: Introduction, Part A (Volumes 1 - 3), Part B
(Volumes 3 - 15) and Part C (Volumes 16 - 20). Some manuscripts contain the

General Catalogue, which lists up all volumes and chapters.

Professor Komatsu Hikosaburo prepared the collated text of the Taisei Sankei and
we are happy to publish it in 4 RIMS Koékytroku. The present Kokyiroku is its first
part and contains the following volumes of the Taisei Sankei: General Catalogue, In-
troduction, Volume One (Five Techniques), Volume Two (Miscellaneous Techniques),

Volume Three ( Various Techniques) and Volume Four ( Three Essentials).

As Appendix presented is the direct translation into Japanese by Komatsu Hikos-
aburo of Seki Takakazu’s Trilogy, i.e., the Methods for Solving Visible Problems, the
Methods for Solving Hidden Problems and the Methods for Solving the Concealed

Problems.
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Koékytroku

RIMS Kokyiroku was started in 1964 as the proceedings of symposia, colloquia and
workshops supported by RIMS, the Research Institute for Mathematical Sciences, Kyoto
University. It was the next year of the establishment of RIMS as one of the nationwide
Cooperative Research Centers, the preceding system of the current Joint Usage/Research
. Centers that started in 2010. For half a century since then, about 50 to 60 volumes have been
issued each year, and the 1,800th volume was issued in 2012. The volumes of Kokytiroku from
the 1st through the 1,840th, containing enormous 26,808 articles and 317,199 pages, not only
deliver the latest research activities in mathematics and mathematical sciences but also
constitute valuable and incomparable collections of articles that pass down history of progress
of mathematics and mathematical science in Japan.

Articles in Kokytiroku are available on the websites of RIMS and Kyoto University Research
Information Repository. They are very frequently accessed on the internet, with a total of as
many as 1,254,383 accesses in 2012.

The authors choose the languages to write articles, and many are written in Japanese, which
is one of the characteristics of Kokytroku. As a result, Kokytiroku is regarded as a significant
and important literature which allows easy access to the latest specialized knowledge in the
large fields of mathematics and mathematical sciences written in native language for Japanese
readers, while more and more research papers are being written in English in recent years.

We are deeply grateful to many of those who have participated in cooperative research
activities of RIMS and greatly developed Kokytiroku. We heartily ask for your continuous
participation in research activities at RIMS as a dJoint Usage Research Center and your warm
support and cooperation for the fruitful development of Kékytiroku.
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